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Dear Students   
 
Whilst I’m sure you can’t quite believe how the last few years have flown by, the time has 
come to make some important choices about the subjects you will study in Year 10.  
Throughout Year 7-9, we have offered you a broad curriculum with loads of subjects to help 
you discover what you love and where your talents lie.  
 
As you know, our vision as a school as that our students become the very best version of 
themselves, so our job is to make sure  hat the curriculum at school helps that to happen.  
 
Therefore every student, irrespective of their starting point, is provided with the opportunity to 
learn rich content across a vast range of subjects.  This allows access to excellent examination 
performance, but also ensures that you have the opportunity to find your individual talents and 
passions.  Consequently, students leave Wyvern St Edmund’s as well-rounded young people; 
sure of who they are, where their interests lie and with the best possible set of qualifications. 
This allows them to move confidently into the next stage in their education, training or 
employment and, subsequently, onto successful and happy futures. 
 
At GCSE, the government are keen for students to attain the “Ebacc” qualification—this means 
passing GCSEs in English Lit/Lang, Maths, Science, Geography or History and a language.  Lots 
of schools insist that their students take a Language GCSE but, here at WSE, with our school 
vision in mind, we do not force students into taking a Language GCSE—however we would love 
for you to choose it for yourself because you see its value for your futures and you enjoy 
studying it!  We would also advise most students to fulfil the Ebacc qualification as it does give 
you an excellent academic grounding across those key subjects that will set you up for life, but 
we won’t be forcing you to do so. 
 
As well as the core curriculum, you will be able to make three choices—in doing so it is really 
important to think about which subjects you enjoy the most and pick them.  Try not to be 
influenced by what your friends are choosing or who your current teachers are as these things 
may change!  
 
Remember at all times that we are here to help!  Talk to your teachers throughout the next 
few days, chat with a member of SLT at break-times or consult your tutor.  We want you to 
make the decision for YOU and we will happily talk things through as many times as you need. 
 
If your parents/carers would like any further advice please do not hesitate to contact your 
tutor or Mr Martin (Assistant Head). 
 
To make your choices please complete the form at the back of this booklet.  Return the form 
to RECEPTION by Friday 31st January .  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 

Nicola Bull 
Headteacher 
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The  Curriculum 

Core Subjects 
All students must study a Core Curriculum. The level of the courses that the students follow will 
be dependent on their performance in the different subjects and will be decided by the Head of 
Department in consultation with the student and parents/carers.  The aim will be to match the 
student’s ability to the correct qualification to ensure that all students achieve their potential. 

Options Choices 

In each of the option blocks choose one subject as your first choice and one subject as 
your reserve choice.  Complete the form at the back of this booklet.  Discuss your choices 
with your tutor, parents and subject teachers before completing this form. 

English 
GCSE English Language (examined in Year 10)  

and GCSE English Literature 

Mathematics GCSE Mathematics 

Science GCSE Science 

Religious Studies GCSE RS (examined in Year 10) 

Physical Education 
All students will have PE lessons. This is part of our commitment to 
ensuring good physical and mental health. Additionally, students 

can choose to study a qualification in PE in the Option blocks. 

Option A Option B Option C After School 
 

Computer Science 
 

French 
 

Geography 
 

History 
 

Spanish 

Art 

Dance 

Citizenship 

Creative iMedia 

Design & Technology 

DT Hospitality & Catering 

Drama 

French 

Geography 

History 

Music 

PE (GCSE) 

PE (Vocational) 

Performing Arts 

Spanish 

Travel & Tourism  

Art 

Dance 

Citizenship 

Creative iMedia 

Design & Technology 

DT Hospitality & Catering 

Drama 

French 

Geography 

History 

Music 

PE (GCSE) 

PE (Vocational) 

Performing Arts 

Spanish 

Travel & Tourism  

German * 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*  For students 
with prior 

experience of 
German and who 
wish to study the 

subject in addition 
to their main 

choices. 
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GCSE in English Language / Literature 

Awarding Body: AQA (2 fully accredited GCSEs) 

You will  sit both GCSEs in English Language and English Literature. These core subjects are 
compulsory. 

The Course:   

GCSE Language study involves an exciting range of content, including both the reading (with 
detailed analysis) and writing of both fiction and non-fiction texts. Language also features 
application of comparative skills and a close focus on language, structure and meaning in texts. A 
final point of interest is that the study of Spoken Language still features in this new GCSE.  Although 
its assessment does not feed into the final grade a student will achieve, it is a key skill which the 
specification aims to develop within students, helping them in the future with their professional 
communication.   

  

GCSE Literature study involves stimulating and in-depth study of both classic and modern texts. 
Students will study a Shakespeare text, 19th Century Novel, 20th Century text, an anthology of 
poetry and unseen poetry which would set them up superbly for further study. Students do not 
have copies of the texts in their exams so will have an excellent and comprehensive knowledge of 
the texts to support them which will be built through meticulous and rigorous study.   

 

What is the structure of the course?  

The Literature course will run across two years with assessment in year 11.  Whilst the Language is 
taught alongside Literature texts in year 10 and assessed in year 10.  

 

How will it be assessed?  

The courses culminate in two linear exams each.  

Career pathways:  

GCSE English Language at grade 5 or above will be a minimum requirement for many employers or 
college courses, regardless of whether you intend specifically to study English or not.  

GCSE English Language prepares you equally well for A-Level English Language or Literature and 
has some links with subjects such as Media Studies, Psychology, Sociology or Philosophy.  

Traditional career paths include journalism, advertising and the media as well as areas such as 

teaching, proof reading and writing.  
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GCSE in Mathematics 

The Course: 

Students will follow a two year linear GCSE in Mathematics.   
 

The course aims to improve pupils confidence with their mathematical skills, knowledge and 

understanding.  The course provides a strong foundation for further study beyond the GCSE for  

A-levels, vocational courses, apprenticeships and the full range of qualifications available in post 16 

education.     

  
Students will develop fluency in using and applying mathematical concepts, applying these 
concepts to problem solving scenarios, reason mathematically and draw conclusions, and be able 
to communicate mathematical information in a range of contexts.  

   
The course content will meet aspects of number, algebra, ratio and proportion, geometry, statistics 
and probability.  
  
There is no controlled assessment/coursework in GCSE Mathematics.  
   
Equipment:  

All students will need a fully functioning scientific calculator.  We recommend the Casio FX 85GT X 
model that has just been released to replace the FX83GT Plus.  This updated model can be used for 
both Mathematics and Statistics.  Students who already have the FX83 model do not need to 
replace it with the updated model.  
 
Your son/daughter will be entered for one of the following tiers of the GCSE examination.  
   
Tier                                                         Grades    
Foundation                                          1, 2, 3, 4, 5  

   

Higher                                                   4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9  
   
Assessment:  

Three equally weighted papers to be assessed at the end of the course.    

Paper 1 = non calculator.  Marked out of 80.  

Paper 2 and 3 = calculator. Marked out of 80 each.  
 

Candidates will be entered at a level appropriate to their attainment and rate of progress following 

discussion between teachers, students and parents if necessary.   

Career pathways: 

Gaining a Grade 5 at GCSE Maths will provide a foundation for progression onto many other 
courses and future employment. Many colleges and apprenticeships expect a minimum Grade 5 on 
entry.  With a Grade 6 or higher, there is an option of completing an A-level in Mathematics.  There 
are also other level 3 Mathematics courses available.  

Awarding Body: Pearson EdExcel 
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GCSE in Science  

Awarding Body: AQA   

The Course: GCSE Science comprises of three subject areas and is taught over three years.  
  

The course is made up of Biology, Physics and Chemistry.  Students study all three subjects until 
Year 11 when the appropriate route will be decided.    
  

Assessment:  

Combined Science is made up of 6 exams, each 1hr 15min long.   
Biology, Physics and Chemistry GCSE each have 2 exams 1hr 45min long.  

Career pathways: 

GCSE Science enables you to understand the world, so prepares you for any career. Traditional 
Science careers include; medicine, veterinary science, engineering, research, the armed forces or 
teaching.  

Biology 
1. Cell biology 
2. Organisation 
3. Infection and response 
4. Bioenergetics 
5. Homeostasis and response 
6. Inheritance, variation and evolution 
7. Ecology 
Chemistry 
8. Atomic structure and the periodic table 
9. Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter 
10. Quantitative chemistry 
11. Chemical changes 
12. Energy changes 
13. The rate and extent of chemical change 
14. Organic chemistry 
15. Chemical analysis 
16. Chemistry of the atmosphere 
17. Using resources 
Physics 
18. Forces 
19. Energy 
20. Waves 
21. Electricity 
22. Magnetism and electromagnetism 
23. Particle model of matter 
24. Atomic structure 
25. Space physics (physics only)  
 



 KS4 Curriculum 2020-2022 9 

 

GCSE in Religious Studies 

Awarding Body: AQA 

The Course:  

Students are following the new AQA Specification for Religious Studies in Christianity and Islam.  
This specification offers a variety of relevant and contemporary themes, ensuring the students 
have a diverse choice of intriguing subjects to explore and discuss.  

Students will learn how religion, philosophy and ethics form the basis of our culture, and develop 
valuable skills that will help prepare them for further study.  

The GCSE covers two of the major world religions (Christianity and Islam), four contemporary 
ethical themes and two textual studies, ensuring the students have a diverse choice of intriguing 
subjects to explore.  

Students will be challenged with questions about belief, values, meaning, purpose and truth, 
enabling them to develop their own attitudes towards religious issues.  

Students will also gain an appreciation of how religion, philosophy and ethics form the basis of our 
culture. They will develop analytical and critical thinking skills, the ability to work with abstract 
ideas, leadership and research skills.  All these skills will help prepare them for further study.  

Assessment:  

On completion of the course they will be assessed through two exams that are 1 hour and 45 
minutes each:  

Exam 1 – Beliefs, Practices and Teachings of two religions.  Marked out of a total of 96 with 5 extra 
marks for Spelling, Punctuation And Grammar.  Each religion has a common structure of two five-
part questions of 1, 2, 4, 5 and 12 marks  

Exam 2 – Thematic studies.  Marked out of a total of 96 with 5 extra marks for Spelling, 

Punctuation and Grammar.  Four themes studied.  Each theme has a common structure of one five-

part questions of 1, 2, 4, 5 and 12 marks.  

Career pathways:   

As a legal entitlement, this course enriches students’ experience, introduces them to critical issues 

in society and enhances our Church school status.  It is universally acknowledged as a gateway 

qualification and as proof of the ability to engage in reasoned debate.  It therefore supports a great 

many A-Level and other post 16 courses, especially those with significant written content.  This 

course is of direct relevance to those working in many public and uniformed services and in careers 

which feature interpersonal skills highly.    
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GCSE in Art and Design 

The Course:  

You will enjoy this course if you have an interest in Art and Design in all its marvellous forms. The 
range of materials and scope to develop high quality work is open to you should you choose Art.  
You should be willing to spend time outside the classroom on preparation, research and 
development of your work, but overall have a sense of enjoyment for the subject.  
   

This course gives students the opportunity to experiment with a range of media and techniques 
including drawing, painting, printing, mixed media studies and a selection of 3D media.  An 
important part of the course is the study of the work of other artists and students will use a variety 
of past and contemporary artists as a stimulus for their own work.  Students are expected to keep a 
journal of work in progress and produce a personal portfolio.  

Further information is available by the exam body below Assessment:    

Component 1: Portfolio of work 60%  
  

Students will produce work from a range of given (in Year 10) and personally selected (in Year 11) 
starting points.  They will generate a range of work inspired by their theme including mood boards, 
drawings, paintings, media studies (2D and 3D), photography and artist research, before designing 
and making their own 2D and 3D responses.  Students will be guided through the processes and 
develop independent skills to navigate their way through to personal and meaningful outcomes. 
  

Component 2: Externally set task 40%  
   

Students have unlimited preparation time in the weeks prior to the examination.  They are given a 
time limit of 10 hours for a final examined piece, which is completed under supervision in school.  
   

Assessment for components 1 and 2 

All work is assessed by the school and moderated by and AQA moderator.  

All work is assessed by the school and moderated by and AQA moderator. 
 

Career pathways:    

Art and Design GCSE is a requirement if you want to continue with an Art related subject at a 
higher level such as A-level or Degree level.  It is also highly recommended if you are considering 
numerous careers such as Architect, Careers in Art Galleries/Museums, Art Therapist, Display/ 
Window Designer, Exhibition Designer, Fashion Designer, Fine Artist, Florist, Furniture Designer, 
Graphic Designer, Hairdresser, Illustrator, Interior Designer, Landscape Designer, Make-up Artist, 
Packaging Designer, Painter & Decorator, Photographer, Costume/Set Designer, Art & Design  
Teacher, Careers in Advertising, Model maker, Jewellery maker, Web Designer, Nursery School/ 
Early Years Teacher, Sign Writer, traditional Crafts Worker, Special/Visual Effects Designer, Textile 
Designer, Cartoonist, Cabinet maker, TV/Film Director, Technician, games designer.   

Art is also of intrinsic pleasure to many people and shows that you are a creative person—a skill 

many employers value very highly.   

Awarding Body: AQA 
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GCSE in Citizenship Studies 

Awarding Body: AQA 

The Course: 

GCSE Citizenship Studies has the power to motivate and enable young people to become 

thoughtful, active citizens. Students gain a deeper knowledge of democracy, government and law, 

and develop skills to create sustained and reasoned arguments, present various viewpoints and 

plan practical citizenship actions to benefit society. 

In a diverse, multicultural society studying GCSE Citizenship Studies has never been so relevant. 

Students will present their own and other viewpoints and represent the views of others on a 

variety of citizenship issues, causes, situations and concepts at a local, national and international 

scale.  Citizenship Studies prepares students to become active citizens of democracy.  

Citizenship Studies provides the opportunity for students to work individually to develop their own 

knowledge and also encourages students to work with others and take part in group activities to 

bring about a change relating to government, parliament and human rights.  There is also an 

opportunity for students to develop their understanding of economics and finance within the 

citizenship syllabus.   

How will it be assessed? 

 

Section A: Written Exam: 1 hour 45 mins (50% of GCSE)  

Active citizenship questions: questions on the citizenship action of others and questions on the 

students taking citizenship action investigation (40 marks) 

 

Section B: Written exam: 1 hour 45 mins (50% of GCSE) 

Politics and participation question (40 marks) 

Question types: multiple-choice, short answer, source-based questions, extended answer.  

 

 

Career pathways: 

This course will enable students to develop the citizenship skills and life qualities that all 
employees look for. Careers in democracy, legal rights, charities, human rights, government, 
military, business, law, journalism, computer science. They will also gain the ability to recognise 
bias, critically evaluate argument, weigh evidence and look for alternative interpretations and 
sources of evidence; all of which are essential skills valued by higher education and employers.  
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GCSE in Computer Science 

GCSE Computer Science is engaging and practical, encouraging creativity and problem solving.  

It encourages students to develop their understanding and application of the core concepts in 

computer science. Students also analyse problems in computational terms and devise creative 

solutions by designing, writing, testing and evaluating programmes. They: 

 

 learn to think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically  

 understand the components that make up digital systems, and how they communicate with 

one another and with other systems  

 understand the impacts of digital technology to the individual and to wider society  

 apply mathematical skills relevant to Computer Science 

 

What will you study on this course? 

Component 01: Computer systems 

Introduces students to the central processing unit (CPU), computer memory and storage, data 

representation, wired and wireless networks, network topologies, system security and system 

software. It also looks at ethical, legal, cultural and environmental concerns associated with 

computer science. 

Component 02: Computational thinking, algorithms and programming 

Students apply knowledge and understanding gained in component 01. They develop skills and 

understanding in computational thinking: algorithms, programming techniques, producing robust 

programs, computational logic and translators. 

Practical programming 

Students are given the opportunity to undertake programming tasks during their course of study, 

which allows them to develop their skills to design, write, test and refine programs using a high-

level programming language. Programming skills are assessed in written examinations, in 

particular component 02 (section B). 

How is it examined? 

Computer systems (01)  

80 marks 1 hour 30 mins 50% Calculators not allowed 

Computational thinking, algorithms and programming (02)  

80 marks 1 hour 30 mins 50% Calculators not allowed 

Awarding Body: OCR  Level GCSE (9 – 1) in Computer Science (J277)  
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Cambridge National Certificate Level 2 in Creative iMedia   

Awarding Body: OCR  Level 2 Certificate in Creative iMedia - J817 

The OCR Level 2 Cambridge National Certificate in Creative iMedia equips students with the 
knowledge and skills needed to work in the creative digital media sector. Students start at pre-
production and develop their skills through practical assignments as they create final multimedia 
products. It consists of 2 mandatory units plus 2 optional units. Assessment: 1 written paper. 3 
centre marked /  OCR moderated tasks. 
 

Mandatory units 
 

R081: Pre-production skills  
Students are introduced to a range of essential pre-production techniques used in the creative and 
digital media, including client brief, time frames, deadlines and preparation techniques (Written 
paper, OCR set and marked). 
R082: Creating digital graphics 
Students explore where and why digital graphics are used, and the techniques involved in their 
creation. Skills and knowledge are applied against a specific brief. 
 

Optional units may include 
 

R085: Creating a multipage website 
Explore the different properties, purposes and features of multipage websites.   
Combine components to create a functional, intuitive and visually pleasing website. 
R086: Creating a digital animation 
Digital animation for the creative and digital media sector.  
Plan and create a digital animation using appropriate animation and review the final product. 
R083: Creating 2D and 3D digital characters 
Character modelling, both 2D and 3D, for the digital media sector, including the software used to 
create them, and create a digital character. 
R084: Storytelling with a comic strip 
Different genres of comic strip and how they are created. Plan and create a comic strip. 
R087: Creating interactive multimedia products 
Use of different interactive multimedia products . Features needed for a given purpose. Interpret a 
client brief, using time frames, deadlines and preparation techniques as part of the planning and 
creation process. 
R088: Creating a digital sound sequence 
Use of digital sound sequences in the media industry.  
Plan, create and edit a digital sound sequence and review it against a specific brief. 
R090 Creating a digital video sequence 
Explore digital photography, photographic equipment, features and settings.  
Plan and execute a photo shoot according to a specific brief and present a final portfolio. 
R091: Designing a game concept 
Plan and design digital games. Investigate the capabilities and limitations of different platforms 
and identify core features of digital games. Create a games design concept proposal for 
presentation to a client for critical review. 
R092: Developing digital games 
Create and test a playable game from an existing design or brief. Develop knowledge and 
understanding of different types of digital games creation software, hardware and peripherals. 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/creative-imedia-level-1-2-award-certificate-j807-j817/
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GCSE in Dance 

Awarding Body: AQA  

Dance is a powerful and expressive subject which encourages students to develop their creative, 
physical, emotional and intellectual capacity, whatever their previous experience in the subject.  
 
This course recognises the role of dance in young people’s lives and students will study a range of 
dance styles.   
  

The practical component of the course enables students to study dance by ‘doing’ and the 
anthology of professional works provides a springboard for the development of creative practical 
tasks.  The study of the anthology develops students’ skills in performance and choreography as 
well as broadening their knowledge and understanding of dance and their ability to critically 
appraise dances of different styles and cultural influences.  
 
The skills gained during the course are relevant to all subject areas, future employment and for 
progress to many Post-16 courses. This course will help any student interested in pursuing further 
studies in the Arts or performance based industries.    
  

What will you study on this course?  

   

Develop skills, knowledge and understanding of dance as a performer, choreographer and critic.  
Apply and adapt your skills in performance and choreography. Create dances for a range of 
purposes and in response to different stimuli, develop your ability to analyse, evaluate and 
appreciate dance.  
 
Learn to appreciate the contribution of dance to your personal and social health, fitness and 
wellbeing.   
  

What is the structure of the course  and how will it be assessed?  

The GCSE Dance course is 60% practical and 40% theory.  It is split into two components.  
  

Component 1  
Performance (30%)   
Set phrases in a solo performance   
Duet/trio performance   
Choreography (30%)   
Solo OR group dance   
  

Component 2  
Written Exam (40%)   
Questions based on students’ own experience as performer and choreographer, and on the GCSE 
Dance Anthology – a collection of 6 professional dance works.  
  

Where can I find out more?  

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/dance/gcse/dance-8236/introduction   
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GCSE in Design & Technology 

Who should choose this course?  

In our lives, we are surrounded by inspirational design, think of all the products you come into 
contact with in a single day, every one of them has been created as the result of the input of a 
designer.  If you are the sort of person who enjoys being inventive and making your ideas real; then 
Design Technology is for you.  
  

The ability to think creatively is highly valued in today’s job market and this course can directly lead 
into career opportunities.  It can pave the way into a design course at college, a BA degree or a 
more scientific BSc degree.    
  

What will you study on this course?  

  

This course will teach you how to…  
  

 Develop your practical skills to make high quality products in multiple materials including 
plastic, metal, wood, electronics, textiles, paper and card  

 Make links in your work to Art, Maths and Science   
 Foster and develop your creativity to generate innovative ideas  
 Use CAD CAM - including the Laser Cutter and 3D Printer  
  

What is the structure of the course?  

  

Year 10: Develop your skills and knowledge through a range of exciting projects based on every day 
objects we come into contact with.  Each project will focus on a particular material area allowing 
students to experience the full range of materials before specialising in year 11.  
 
Year 11: Pupils select from design briefs which are set by the exam board each year to create a 
final portfolio of work in their chosen material area.   
  

How will I be assessed?  

  

Written Exam - 50%      
Non-Exam Assessment - 50%.  (Portfolio of work including design and make tasks)  

Career pathways:  Career options in the design world are incredibly wide and varied 
including;   

Advertising and marketing  
Architecture  
Engineering  
Design, including product, industrial, graphic and fashion design  
Film, TV, video, radio and photography  

Awarding Body: Eduqas 
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Level 1/2 Vocational Award in Design & Technology, Hospitality & Catering 

This qualification is designed for students who have an interest in cookery. It will provide 
learners with a core depth of knowledge and a range of specialist and general skills that will 
support their progression to further learning and employment:  
 

 Knowledge and understanding of the hospitality and catering industry  
 Develops ability to plan, prepare and cook dishes  
 Develops practical skills for the catering industry  
 

What will you study on this course?  

This course will teach you how to:  

 Use tools and equipment safely and accurately  
 Understand factors which affect food choice  
 Understand the nutritional functions of food  
 Understand the function of ingredients in recipes  
 Explore balanced diets and specific needs   
 Develop dishes for specific briefs 
 

What is the structure of the course?  

Year 10: You will cook a wide range of dishes using a variety of commodities and cooking 
techniques focusing on restaurant standard presentation.  Develop knowledge of the Hospitality & 
Catering industry including relevant legislation, customer needs and the workings of the front & 
back of house & The Kitchen Brigade. 
 

Year 11: Students select from briefs which are set by the examination board each year to research 
and create an outcome.   
 

How will it be assessed?  
 

Unit 1:  The Hospitality and Catering Industry.  This is taught as mixture of theory and practical 
sessions with students cooking most weeks.  It is assessed through an external written exam.  
 

Unit 2:  Hospitality and Catering in Action.  This is taught in small blocks of lessons throughout the 
course in the form of ‘Mock’ assessments.  It is assessed through internal moderation in Year 11.  
 

Additional Information  

To complete the qualification students will be cooking weekly.  In line with most Catering courses 
in schools, we charge annually for ingredients, this saves parents’ money and having to organise 
ingredients each week and ensures that there are equal opportunities for all students.  We 
therefore request a payment of £90.00 for each year.  This can be made as a one off payment of 
£90 or made termly as three payments of £30 through Parent Pay.  . If your child is Pupil Premium 
you will not need to make this payment as the school receives funding to cover this.  

Awarding Body: Eduqas 

Career pathways:  Careers linked to food are many and varied.   

Hospitality and Catering: Catering or Restaurant Manager, Chef.  

Health and Well-being: Dietitian, Environmental Health Officer, Health Promotion Specialist,   
Nutritionist, Personal Trainer.  
Food Development and Production: Consumer Scientist, Food Laboratory Technician, Food       

Processing Worker, Food Scientist, Food Technologist  
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GCSE in Drama 

GCSE Drama students need to enjoy performing and taking part in the creative process, so being 
a team-player is a must. GCSE Drama is a good option for people considering a career in 
performing arts, the media or in arts administration. However, it is also valuable in developing 
presentational skills, communication, group management and creative problem solving.  
 
What will you study on this course? 
Drama students develop their skills through creating, performing and evaluating live 
performance. You will learn the skills required to create an effective devised performance as well 
as learning how to perform effectively from a published script. You can also choose to study 
technical theatre e.g. lighting or sound as an alternative to acting in your practical units. 
You will develop your analysis of drama and will need to be able to evaluate performances in 
great detail, showing an understanding of how drama is constructed and the impact it has on an 
audience.  As part of your training you will also attend several live theatre performances which 
you will assess as part of your written exam at the end of Year 11.  
 
What is the structure of the course? 
The course is assessed in three parts: a devised performance, a scripted performance and a 
written exam. In year 10 and 11, students complete devised performances with written 
portfolios, the highest grade will be selected from these. There will also be a performance of 
scripted drama in each year but with only the year 11 performance being assessed by an 
examiner. Students also study a set play text ‘The 39 Steps’ through practical workshops, which is 
assessed in the written exam 
As well as practical lessons there are fortnightly ‘desk lessons’ in which students will complete 
their written portfolios and develop their evaluative skills for the written exam. 
 
How will it be assessed? 
 
The weighting of the units is as follows: 
 
 Devised Unit and an accompanying written portfolio (40%), assessed in school 
 Scripted Performance (20%) assessed by a visiting examiner 
 Written exam (90mins) questions on a scene from a set text, and a review of a live 

performance seen during the course (40%) 
 
For more information visit the AQA GCSE Drama Website. 

Awarding Body: AQA 

Career pathways:   

GCSE Drama could lead on to further study in Drama, Theatre Studies, Performing Arts and  
Expressive Arts at A-level and above, or other related subjects such as English, Music, Dance, Art 
and Design.  Career opportunities for students who study Drama at a higher level include: the 
media, theatre, television, radio, the film industry, arts administration, drama therapy,  
education. 
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GCSE in French 

The course: You will enjoy this course if you want to study a subject that offers a range of skills 

and a variety of activities with topics that include media, entertainment & youth culture, 

education, training & employment and social activities, fitness and health. It will appeal to all types 

of students including those interested in travel, culture and people from different countries, as 

well as those who always have something to say!  
 

You have developed important language skills and knowledge at Key Stage 3 (Years 7-9) based 
around the skills of Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing. The GCSE course will build on this and 
introduce you to a wider range of language structures and vocabulary. You will learn to recognise 
these and to apply your new knowledge to different contexts. Website: www.aqa.org.uk   
 

Themes and topic areas  
 

1. Identity and culture  

 Self, family and friends  
 Technology in every day life  
 Free-time activities  
 Customs and festivals in French-speaking countries  

 

2. Local, national, international and global areas of interest  
 Home, town, neighbourhood and region  
 Social issues  
 Global issues  
 Travel and tourism  

 

3. Current and future study and employment  
 My studies  
 Life at school/college  
 Education post-16  
 Jobs, career choices and ambitions 

Awarding Body: AQA 8658 

Career pathways: With greater emphasis on EBACC subjects,  languages are growing in popularity 
once again.  Studying a language encourages you to express yourself, your likes, dislikes, ideas and 
opinions and develops self-confidence. Learning another language can enhance your employment 

and mobility prospects whether you want a career in business, engineering, fashion or world class 
football!  GCSE Languages offers a progression route to further study of Languages at A-level or as 

an option within Vocational A levels, BTEC First or National awards.   A GCSE Language confirms 
your ability to learn a foreign language and facilitates the learning of other languages. Employers 

are always asking for candidates with language skills and a GCSE in a modern foreign language will 
place you in a strong position for interesting employment with plenty of career opportunities. 
Examples of employment where language skills are particularly valued include journalism and 

media, law, engineering, business and marketing, ICT, sport and leisure, travel and tourism, 

customer service, civil service (Immigration, Customs and Excise, Diplomatic Service) and teaching 
(UK and abroad).  Many University degree courses often still require students to have studied a 
language at GCSE.  

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/type/gcse/languages/french/index.html
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/type/gcse/languages/french/index.html
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GCSE in Geography  

The Course:   

Are you interested in how the natural and human worlds work?  Are you interested in gaining a 

qualification which will open doors?  By studying Geography GCSE you will be able to show future 

colleges/universities and employers that you are an independent creative thinker. This GCSE 

syllabus has been deliberately chosen with Wyvern St Edmund’s students pupils in mind as it 

encourages questioning and fieldwork enquiry, as well as applying geographical skills, knowledge 

and understanding to the real world. You will be given the opportunity to represent geographical 

data using a range of cartographical and graphical techniques and therefore it fits in very well 

with science and maths GCSEs.   
 

Course content:  

The content of the specification is organised into three broad themes:   

Theme 1: Changing Places - Changing Economies (Urbanisation in contrasting global cities; Urban 
and rural processes and change in the UK; Global perspective on development issues)  
Theme 2: Changing Environments (Coasts and coastal management; Rivers and river 
management; Weather and climate; Climate change - cause and effect)  
Theme 3: Environmental Challenges (How ecosystems function; Ecosystems under threat; Water 

resources and management; Desertification)  
 

Assessment:  

Component 1: Investigating Geographical Issues  Written Exam: 1 hour 45 minutes (40%)  Three 
structured data response questions base on the three themes. The final part of each question will 
require an extended response.   
 

Component 2: Problem Solving Geography    Written Exam: 1 hour 30 minutes (30%)   

This component will assess content from across the themes using a variety of structured data 
response questions. Part A will introduce an issue and set the geographical context. Part B will 
outline a number of possible solutions to the issue. Part C will provide an opportunity for you to 
choose a solution and justify your choice in an extended response.   
 

Component 3: Applied Fieldwork Enquiry    Written Exam: 1 hour 30 minutes (30%)   

A written examination in three parts using a variety of structured data response questions some 

of which will require extended responses. Part A will assess approaches to fieldwork 

methodology, representation and analysis. Part B will assess how fieldwork enquiry may be used 

to investigate geography's conceptual frameworks. Part C will assess the application of broad 

geographical concepts to a wider UK context and assess the ability to make and justify a decision.  

Career pathways:   

Upon successful completion of Geography GCSE you can choose to study geography at A level and 
ultimately follow a university degree course. This is an entry point to many careers.  For example: 
town and transport planning, chartered surveying, land and water management, sustainability, 
environmental consultancy, development, tourism, conservation, demography, housing and social 
welfare.  Geography graduates are not limited to specific fields, however, and many work in 
industries as diverse as the financial sector, marketing, research, and industry and manufacturing.  

Awarding Body: WJEC Eduqas 
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GCSE in German (After School Additional Option only)  
 

In order to take this option you need to have done some study of the language before.  If you join 
the German enrichment club on Wednesdays 3-4pm for the rest of the current year this will 
enable you to have a good start on the GCSE course. 

The course: You will enjoy this course if you want to study a subject that offers a range of skills 
and a variety of activities with topics that include media, entertainment & youth culture, 
education, training & employment and social activities, fitness and health. It will appeal to all 
types of students including those interested in travel, culture and people from different countries, 
as well as those who always have something to say! 
[ 

You have developed important language skills and knowledge at Key Stage 3 (Years 7-9) based 
around the skills of Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing. The GCSE course will build on this 
and introduce you to a wider range of language structures and vocabulary. You will learn to 
recognise these and to apply your new knowledge to different contexts.  
Website: www.aqa.org.uk  
 

Themes and topic areas 
 

1. Identity and culture  

 Self, family and friends 
 Technology in every day life 

 Free-time activities 

 Customs and festivals in German-speaking countries 
 

2. Local, national, international and global areas of interest 

 Home, town, neighbourhood and region 
 Social issues 
 Global issues 
 Travel and tourism 

 

3. Current and future study and employment 

 My studies 

 Life at school/college 

 Education post-16 

 Jobs, career choices and ambitions 

Career pathways:  . With greater emphasis on EBACC subjects languages are growing in popularity 

once again. Studying a language encourages you to express yourself, your likes, dislikes, ideas and 

opinions and develops self-confidence. Learning another language can enhance your employment 

and mobility prospects whether you want a career in business, engineering, fashion or world class 

football! GCSE Languages offers a progression route to further study Languages at A level or as an 

option within Vocational A levels, BTEC First or National awards. A GCSE Language confirms your 

ability to learn a foreign language and facilitates the learning of other languages. Employers are 

always asking for candidates with language skills and a GCSE in a modern foreign language will 

place you in a strong position for interesting employment with plenty of career opportunities. 

Examples of employment where language skills are particularly valued include journalism and 

media, law, engineering, business and marketing, ICT, sport and leisure, travel and tourism, 

customer service, civil service (Immigration, Customs and Excise, Diplomatic Service) and teaching 

(UK and abroad). 

Awarding Body: AQA 8668  

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/type/gcse/languages/french/index.html
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GCSE in History 

The Course: 

Edexcel History   

History continues to be one of the most respected qualifications available at GCSE. Not only does it 
develop your knowledge of past events but it will also teach you skills of analysis, argument, 
evaluation and judgement.  You will learn how to express yourself clearly and how to write 
effectively, alongside analysing sources and people’s interpretations.  

Assessment:  

Paper 1: Thematic study and historic environment—1 hour 15 minutes. 30% of the qualification.  

Medicine in Britain, c1250–present and The British sector of the Western Front, 1914–18: 

injuries, treatment and the trenches.   

This paper covers the nature and process of change from the medieval period to modern day. 
Explore what medieval people did to treat illness and disease, the importance of the government 
in improving public health, and key discoveries such as the smallpox vaccination and penicillin. This 
paper also covers a case study of medicine and surgery on the Western Front, which looks closely 
at trench conditions and the progression of treatments and surgical techniques during the First 
World War. The Western Front section is source based.  

Paper 2: Period study and British depth study—1 hour 45 minutes. 40% of the qualification.  

British America, 1713-83: empire and revolution and Early Elizabethan England, 1558-88.  

The first part of the paper focuses on British settlement in the 13 colonies of America. Explore how 
those that settled challenged the authority of the British government; and discover key events such 
as the Boston Tea Party that lead to independence.  

The second part of the paper focuses on the early reign of Elizabeth I. Discover the threats that 
Elizabeth faced, both within and outside her country; the significance of exploration and the 
measures she took to deal with the poor; and the important role that religion played.  

Paper 3: Modern depth study—1 hour 20 minutes. 30% of the qualification.  

Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-39.  

This paper looks at the impact of World War One on Germany followed by the rise of Hitler and his 

views, beliefs and the policies that created his dictatorship.  Sources and interpretations will be 

analysed in this paper.  

 

Career pathways: 

History trains enquiring minds and teaches you how to construct effective and clearly expressed 
arguments and essays.  GCSE History supports any A Level that involves writing and analysis.   

Employers value GCSE History due to the skills that are developed throughout the course. There 
are many careers open to historians, such as, business, law, journalism, the armed forces, teaching 
and many more.  

Awarding Body: Edexcel 
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GCSE in Music  

The Course:   
 

This course is open to anyone who enjoys performing and creating their own music. It is a 
challenging new course and students would benefit from already playing an instrument or having 
singing lessons, however this is not essential as time is built into the course to develop these skills.   
 
What will you study on this course?  
 

You will have the opportunity to improve your individual performing skills as well as develop your 
ability to perform with others. You will learn compositional techniques, with the option of using 
technology, to allow you to compose in a variety of different styles. You will be introduced to a 
wide variety of music and learn to listen with a critical ear as well as analyse set works.   
  

What is the structure of the course?  
 

There are 3 components in this course: 
 

Component 1 – Understanding Music  
  Listening (Year 10 and 11)  
  Contextual understanding (Year 10 and 11)  

 

Component 2 – Performing Music  
 Solo performance (Recorded in Year 11)  
  Ensemble performance (Recorded in Year 11)  

 

Component 3 – Composing Music  
 Composition 1 - Composing to a brief (Year 10)  
 Composition 2 - Free composition (Year 11)  

  
How will it be assessed?  
  

Component 1 is assessed at the end of the course with a written exam lasting 90 minutes. Both 

component 2 and 3 are internally assessed and then sent to the exam board for moderation. All 

performances are recorded in front of the teacher only.  

Career pathways: 

GCSE Music is a good preparation for further musical study and an foundation for 

AS/A2 Music or Music Technology and later BA Music/Music Technology degrees. Other 

career pathways include: Vocational Performing Arts A level, BTEC National Diplomas –

Music, Music. This GCSE lays a suitable foundation for careers in the music 

publishing, entertainment, teaching or any job which involves and expressive 

 

Awarding Body: AQA 
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GCSE in Physical Education 

Awarding Body: AQA 

The course:  

 

GCSE PE includes an element of theory, practical and analysis of performance.   
The UK is sports mad! Sport & fitness is a huge industry worth a mega £4.3 billion. 1 in every 8 
people in the UK are members of a gym and you can be part of it. If you’re keen on sport you can 
make a healthy living from your passion. Whether that’s working for a football club, as a personal 
trainer at the local gym, as an analyst or training to be a physiotherapist, there are lots of 
opportunities. From professional sport through to amateur teams and individuals who just want to 
get in shape; sport and fitness is a fast-growing business. Best of all, you could be in a career doing 
something that you love.  

What will you study on this course?  

You will study a wide range of topics, these are listed below:  

 Applied anatomy and physiology  

 Movement analysis  

 Physical training  

 Use of data  

 Sports psychology  

 Socio-cultural influences   

 Health, fitness and well-being   

  

What is the structure of the course?  

The course is broken into different areas and these are stated above. The students will have 5 
lessons a fortnight, three theory and two practical lessons.   

  

How will it be assessed?  

You will be assessed in two different ways, exam and non-exam assessment. The exam assessment 
involves two papers, which focus on different elements.   

Paper 1 is the human body in physical activity and sport.   

Paper 2 is socio-cultural and well-being in physical activity and sport. Each paper is worth 78 marks 
and together they are worth 60% of your overall GCSE.   

The non-exam assessment is practical performance. You will be assessed in three different physical 
activities as a player/performer (one in a team activity, one in an individual activity and a third in 
either a team or in an individual activity). Finally you will be assessed in your ability to analyse and 
evaluate performance to bring about improvement in one activity. This is worth 100 marks and 

40% of the GCSE.  
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PE—Cambridge Nationals Level 1/2 Certificate in Sport Studies 

Awarding Body: OCR 

The course:  

The Cambridge National Certificate in Sport Studies enables students to develop and apply 
knowledge of sports related activities, with a particular focus on officiating. They explore 
contemporary issues in sport, different ways of being involved in the sports industry, and the 
impact of sport on wider society.  
 
This course is ideally suited to those who enjoy practical and theoretical learning.  This qualification 
can lead to the entry requirements for colleges or 6th forms and a Level 2 is equivalent to one 
GCSE.  The Certificate can lead to either Level 1 or Level 2 dependent on the final grade.  
  

This course is designed for students who have an interest in and wish to develop the practical skills, 
and learn the theory that can prepare them for further study and employment within this sector.  
The Certificate is divided into 4 units:  
  

 Contemporary issues in sport (one written exam)  
 Developing sport skills (assignment)  
 Sports leadership (assignment)  
 Developing knowledge & Skills in outdoor activities (assignment)  

  

Each of these 4 units contribute 25% towards the final grade.  
  

Each of the 3 coursework assignments consist of written and practical elements. The leadership 
unit will consist of the planning, organising and implementing of a primary school festival.   
  

Of these 4 units, two are  mandatory and one of these consists of a one hour written exam.  All 
students cover the same syllabus and final grades will be awarded based on the grades for the 
4 units.  
  

Level 1 (Pass / Merit / Distinction)  
Level 2 (Pass / Merit / Distinction / Distinction*)  
  

  

Further information can be found at:  
  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/sport-studies-level-1-2-j803-j813/ 
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Performing Arts with Dance Focus BTEC  

Awarding Body: Pearson Qualifications 

 
Dance is a powerful and expressive subject which encourages students to develop their creative, 
physical, emotional and intellectual capacity, whatever their previous experience in the subject.  
 
This course recognises the role of dance in young people’s lives and students will study a range of 
dance styles.   
  

The practical component of the course enables students to study dance by ‘doing’ and the 
anthology of professional works provides a springboard for the development of creative practical 
tasks.  The study of the anthology develops students’ skills in performance and choreography as 
well as broadening their knowledge and understanding of dance and their ability to critically 
appraise dances of different styles and cultural influences.  
 
The skills gained during the course are relevant to all subject areas, future employment and for 
progress to many Post-16 courses. This course will help any student interested in pursuing further 
studies in the Arts or performance based industries.    
 
 
What will you study on this course? 
 
Develop an understanding of the different aspects in dance by observing, developing and 
understanding a range of dance genres.  Be able to create repertoire from a range of professional 
Performing Arts Works, as well as understanding the different roles and responsibilities. 
 
What is the structure of the course and how will it be assessed? 
 
The BTEC Level 2 course is a vocational route to support dance training and understanding.  The 
course is split into three components, which are all explored through practical tasks and 
controlled assessment. 
 
Component 1:  Exploring the Performing Arts  30% 
Component 2:  Developing Skills & Technique 30% 
Component 3:  Performing to a Brief   40% 
 
Where can I find out more? 
 
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/performing-arts.html 
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GCSE in Spanish 

The course: You will enjoy this course if you want to study a subject that offers a range of skills 

and a variety of activities with topics that include media, entertainment & youth culture, 

education, training & employment and social activities, fitness and health. It will appeal to all 

types of students including those interested in travel, culture and people from different countries, 

as well as those who always have something to say!  
 

You have developed important language skills and knowledge at Key Stage 3 (Years 7-9) based 

around the skills of Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing. The GCSE course will build on this and 

introduce you to a wider range of language structures and vocabulary. You will learn to recognise 

these and to apply your new knowledge to different contexts. Website: www.aqa.org.uk   
 

Themes and topic areas  
 

1. Identity and culture  

 Self, family and friends  

 Technology in every day life  

 Free-time activities  

 Customs and festivals in Spanish-speaking countries  
 

2. Local, national, international and global areas of interest  

 Home, town, neighbourhood and region  

 Social issues  

 Global issues  

 Travel and tourism  
 

3. Current and future study and employment  

 My studies  

 Life at school/college  

 Education post-16  

 Jobs, career choices and ambitions  

Awarding Body: AQA 8658 

Career pathways: With greater emphasis on EBACC subjects, languages are growing in 
popularity once again.  Studying a language encourages you to express yourself, your likes, 
dislikes, ideas and opinions and develops self-confidence. Learning another language can enhance 
your employment and mobility prospects whether you want a career in business, engineering, 
fashion or world class football!  GCSE Languages offers a progression route to further study of 
Languages at A-level or as an option within Vocational A levels, BTEC First or National awards.   A 
GCSE Language confirms your ability to learn a foreign language and facilitates the learning of 
other languages. Employers are always asking for candidates with language skills and a GCSE in a 
modern foreign language will place you in a strong position for interesting employment with 
plenty of career opportunities. Examples of employment where language skills are particularly 
valued include journalism and media, law, engineering, business and marketing, ICT, sport and 
leisure, travel and tourism, customer service, civil service (Immigration, Customs and Excise, 
Diplomatic Service) and teaching (UK and abroad).   

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/type/gcse/languages/french/index.html
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/type/gcse/languages/french/index.html
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BTEC in Travel and Tourism 

Awarding Body: Pearson  

The Course: 
 

What does the qualification cover?  
 

The qualification provides an engaging and stimulating introduction to the world of travel and 
tourism giving you the opportunity to develop knowledge and technical skills in a practical learning 
environment. You will explore some of the key areas within the sector, including accommodation, 
tourism development and promotion, transport and visitor attractions. You will investigate the 
importance of the travel and tourism sector to the UK, and investigate different types of customer 
and UK destinations. You will also have the opportunity to study international travel and tourism. 
You will develop key skills, such as research, report drafting and writing skills and project 
management. The qualification is the same size and level as a GCSE and is aimed at everyone who 
wants to find out more about the travel and tourism industry. You will study the following three 
mandatory units, covering the underpinning knowledge and practical skills required to work in the 
industry: 
 

 UK travel and tourism sector  

 UK travel and tourism destinations 

 The travel and tourism customer experience  

 

You will choose one further unit from two optional units, covering more specific aspects of the 
global travel and tourism sector. These are:  
 

 International travel and tourism destinations  

 Factors affecting worldwide travel and tourism  

 

How will I be assessed?  
 

You will carry out tasks/assignments throughout the course. Your teacher will assess and mark 
these and so you will receive feedback as to how you are getting on. For the assessment for Unit 3: 
The Travel and Tourism Customer Experience, you will be able to draw on the knowledge, skills 
and understanding you have developed in the qualification as a whole. The assessment for Unit 1: 
The UK Travel and Tourism Sector, is a test that is sent away to be marked. This test includes 
multiple-choice and open-ended-response questions based on main types of tourism in the UK 
and the different component industries that make up the UK travel and tourism sector.  

 

Career pathways: 

The sector-specific skills and knowledge will provide a sound basis for progression to further study 
of this sector at level 3 through a vocational qualification such as a BTEC National in Travel and 
Tourism, or an apprenticeship in either travel and tourism or hospitality. Many jobs in the travel 
and tourism industry include: Air cabin crew, holiday rep, entertainer, tour manager, tourist 
information manager, travel agency manager, outdoor activities co-ordinator, hotel manager. 
 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/tour-manager
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/tour-manager
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Choices Form 2020 
Student Name……………………………………………..……   Tutor Group..…………..… 
 

In each of the option blocks choose one first choice and one second choice. The ‘enrichment’ block is optional 
and students do not have to choose a subject in this block unless they wish to do so.  Discuss your choices 
with your tutor, parents and subject teachers before completing this form.   
Please hand into RECEPTION by Friday 31st January. 

 
Signed…………...………………….…………(Student) Signed………………..………………….…..(Parent) 

A First Choice Reserve Choice 
Computer Science   

French   

Geography   

History   

Spanish   

Enrichment Option (Taught after school) Choice 

GCSE German  

B First Choice Reserve Choice 

Art   

Dance   

Citizenship   

Creative iMedia   

Design & Technology   

DT Hospitality & Catering   

Drama   

French   

Geography   

History   

Music   

PE (GCSE)   

PE (Vocational)   

Performing Arts   

Spanish   

Travel & Tourism    

C First Choice Reserve Choice 

Art   

Dance   

Citizenship   

Creative iMedia   

Design & Technology   

DT Hospitality & Catering   

Drama   

French   

Geography   

History   

Music   

PE (GCSE)   

PE (Vocational)   

Performing Arts   

Spanish   

Travel & Tourism    

 

 


