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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK



Dear Parents and Carers,

A happy new year to you and I hope that you were able to enjoy some quality family time
and rest over the Christmas holiday. I know for many staff and students the virus managed
to disrupt plans for family get togethers. So, we are grateful that we have had a smooth start
to the term and that school is open for business as usual unlike last January. 

Once again we had cause for pride in our students who took the required testing process on
their return in their stride. In addition, they have shown patience and resilience with the
return to wearing face masks in school. I’m sure you will share our sincere hope that we are
now reaching the beginning of the end of the uncertainty and disruption the pandemic has
caused. 

In the meantime, you can be reassured we continue to do everything possible to provide the
broad experiences and opportunities that are an important part of your child’s education
and personal development. Amongst these are the Activities Week plans for this summer
(there is an update in the bulletin), rehearsals for the school production of Midsummer’s
Night Dream that are in full swing and preparations that are underway for the Duke of
Edinburgh expeditions. 

This is also an important term for our Year 11 students as they finalise their Post 16
applications and we prepare them for their upcoming mock exams. Mrs Bellamy provides an
update on the deadlines for applications in this bulletin. Year 11 parents and carers  can
expect to receive a letter regarding the mock exams next week. We have informed students
of the decision, based on student feedback, to move back the timing of the mock exams to
allow more time for thorough preparation and revision. Over this term year 11 students will
have weekly briefing workshops to communicate key information, provide important
messages to motivate and support their preparation, and allow them a forum to have any
questions and concerns they may have answered. 

The bulletin also contains the updated government guidance we have received regarding
Covid 19 since we returned to school and for Year 9 parents, notification of the upcoming
Parents' Evenings.

Finally at WSE, we welcome 2022 and the hope and promise a new year brings for us all. 

God bless,

Mr B E Burley 
Head of School

Head of School Message
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There have been a number of changes to government guidance and policy over the last
week, these changes are summarised on the following pages.

Please do take the time to read this important information so that we can ensure we are
all following the latest advice in order to keep our community as safe as possible.

School attendance remains mandatory and we will continue to provide face-to-face
education.  

Face Coverings
Students in secondary schools across the country will be expected to wear face coverings
in classrooms, as well as in communal areas and on buses, from Tuesday 4th January.

The new guidance is intended to slow the transmission of the Omicron variant in our
community. This additional measure will be reviewed on the 26th January.

Please do ensure your child comes to school with a face covering each day, as well as a
spare in their bag if possible.  

The new guidance applies to all students unless they are exempt.  If your child is exempt
from wearing a face covering please contact our Medical Officer, Mrs Boardman, directly
who will be able to advise further.

Mrs Boardman: cboardman@wyvernsteds.org; 01722 328565.
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COVID-19 
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COVID-19  
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On-site Testing
Thank you to all of the parents that provided consent for their child to be included in the on-
site testing that we completed on the return to school on the 4th January.  

If we are required to carry out further on-site testing this year then we will re-open the
consent links at this time so that any further consents can be provided.

Home Testing
Twice weekly testing at home should now continue.   

All students should have now received a further box of home testing kits.  If they have not,
or they require further kits, they can be obtained from Student Reception at either break
or lunch time.  Results should be reported via the below links:

Government Report a LFD Result
WSE Report a LFD Result

Families may be experiencing difficulty obtaining home testing kits for other family
members due to the current increased national demand.
Please use this LFD postcode checker to find out where you can find other supplies of
lateral flow tests. You can also order test kits for home delivery on the national website
GOV.UK: Order coronavirus (COVID-19) rapid lateral flow tests, this is updated periodically
with more test kits usually becoming available throughout the day.

Testing Exemption Period
There has been a change in the policy position regarding the 90 day asymptomatic testing.  
Previously students participating in regular LFD testing programmes were advised to
pause testing for 90 days following a positive PCR result.  This advice has now changed.

Even if someone has tested positive for COVID-19 within the last 90 days, they are strongly
encouraged to take part in LFD testing at home, once they have completed their isolation
period for their prior infection.

You should only have a PCR test within 90 days of a previous positive PCR test if you
develop new symptoms of COVID-19, if you have a positive LFD result, or if you are
required to take a PCR test upon entry into the UK.

https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=lbynOh41PU61GrIRNRWI0Wduk0V0oT5ChLxXaG2EgSRUOVJaT1FFTFI4UE43WkpGOTNBOVJTSEIxUS4u
https://maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/
https://wiltshire.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=c868987b52&e=71e56ff282
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests


PCR Tests

The UK Health Security Agency has announced that from Tuesday 11 January, people
who receive positive lateral flow device (LFD) test results for coronavirus will be
required to self-isolate immediately, for at least seven days, and won’t be required to
take a confirmatory PCR test. Anyone who receives a positive LFD result should also
make sure they report the result on GOV.UK.

Lateral flow device (LFD) tests are taken by people who do not have COVID-19
symptoms. Anyone experiencing one of the three official COVID-19 symptoms - a
high temperature, new continuous cough or a loss or change to your sense of smell or
taste - should stay at home, self-isolate and take a PCR test.

In line with the reduced self-isolation approach announced on 22 December, anyone
who tests positive will be able to leave self-isolation seven days after the date of their
initial positive test if they receive two negative LFD results, 24 hours apart, on days six
and seven.

COVID-19 

Close Contact
For anyone identified as a close contact of a positive COVID-19 case, they are still able to
attend their education setting but should carry out home testing every day, for 7 days,
even if they have had a positive PCR in the last 90 days.

https://wiltshire.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=76aa322637&e=71e56ff282
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result


You must self-isolate as soon as COVID-19 symptoms develop, or when you receive a
positive test result if you do not have symptoms.
Two negative lateral flow tests are required to end self-isolation: the first to be taken
no earlier than day six, followed by a second test result 24 hours later. Please consider
the time of day you take your day six test. If you are aiming to return to work or school
on your day seven (assuming two consecutive negative LFD results) you will need to
take your day six test early in the morning as there needs to be a gap of at least 24
hours before taking the day seven test.
If both of those tests are negative, and you do not have a high temperature, you can
stop self-isolating immediately.
If the day six test is positive, further tests can be taken on subsequent days but you
must receive two negative tests, 24 hours apart, in order to end self-isolation.

Self-isolation guidance
The self-isolation advice for people with coronavirus (COVID-19) recently changed. It is
now possible to end self-isolation after seven days, following two negative LFD tests taken
24 hours apart. The first LFD test should not be taken before the sixth day. This guidance
also applies to children and young people who usually attend an education or childcare
setting.

 In summary:

If ending self-isolation after day seven due to negative lateral flow test results on
consecutive days then please limit contact with others wherever possible until after the
formal 10-day isolation period would have finished.

COVID-19  



We have received the following information from the Virgin Care Immunisation Team:

Dear parents and carers, 
 
You will be aware that your child aged 12-15 are now eligible to receive two doses of the
Covid-19 vaccination. If your child needs a first dose you can still book an appointment
through the national booking service. Second dose appointments are also now available and
this appointment needs to be 12 weeks after the first vaccine or 12 weeks after a positive
Covid-19 test. The school aged immunisation service will be attending most schools between
February and April to vaccinate eligible children, where we have a positive consent and will
be offering first and second doses. However, in the meantime if your child is due a first dose
or is already eligible and you would like to access their 2nd dose vaccine via your local
vaccine centres, they currently have plenty of capacity outside of school hours, this can be
booked via the National Booking System now by following this link
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-
coronavirus-vaccination/  or by calling 119, alternatively all centres are offering a walk in
service when their centres are open, including weekends.  
 
The School Aged Immunisation Programme will also be continuing to offer Immunisations
for HPV, DTP, MenACWY and Flu alongside providing Covid-19 vaccinations. The programme
is changing to meet requests from NHS England and to meet local need. We will be in touch
with details of sessions at your child’s school throughout the academic year. 
 
Best wishes 
 
School Age Immunisation Team 
HCRGcaregroup
 
t: 0300 247 0082 (Monday – Friday, 9am - 4.30pm) 
e: vcl.immunisations@nhs.net 
w: www.virgincare.co.uk 

COVID-19 Vaccination 
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COVID-19 Vaccination 

We would like to share the following information with you regarding local arrangements
for 12 - 15 year olds to receive their COVID-19 vaccine:

Thousands of extra vaccination appointments have been made available to make sure
everyone has the chance to get their booster vaccine or their first, second or third dose
(for those with a weakened immune system) as soon as possible.

Walk-in vaccination services are on offer at a variety of centres including Bath Racecourse,
Salisbury City Hall, Marlborough Leisure Centre, Bourne Retail Park in Salisbury and Steam
Museum in Swindon. View locations and times for walk-in vaccinations.

Appointments are also available to book online using the National Booking Service or by
calling 119 for people who would prefer a guaranteed time slot and a choice of locations.

Message from the COVID-19 Vaccination Centre, Wilton:
We will be putting appointments onto the National Booking System for 12-15 year old
second doses for Sunday 9th January, Thursday13th January (evening session), Saturday
15th (morning session) and Sunday 16th January (all day) They are appointments at
weekends, to avoid disruption to term time lessons.

These appointments are open to students that received their first vaccine before the 17th
October.  If your child was vaccinated at school, this took place on the 18th November.

There is parking next to Michael Herbert Hall. The appointments will be on National
Booking Service under the site name Michale Herbert Hall and the address is South Street,
Wilton, SP2 0JS.

There are also adult appointments available via this system also.
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Y11 Post-16 Application
Process
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Further to the letter sent to Year 11 families, please see below the published deadlines for
post-16 applications. You will note that Peter Symonds College have already closed to
applications, several Salisbury sixth form schools close to applications at the end of
January and colleges accept applications throughout the year. 

We strongly advise all WSE students to make sure they have completed applications to at
least one provider before 31st January 2022. This will optimise their chances of being
successful and allow them a broader choice of courses to choose from. 

We are very encouraged by the number of students who have been proactive in the
approach and completed applications. Many of our young people have already been
called for interviews and are now awaiting offers! 



Year 9 Parents' Evenings will be held on the following dates:

9a Tuesday 18th January 
9b Thursday 20th January 

Booking for parents’ evening opens on Monday 10th January at 3pm. You should
have received a letter via email this week with information about how to log into
SchoolCloud (the links are always available via the Quick Links tab on our school
website).  

At this parents’ evening, you will have the opportunity to discuss GCSE choices with
your child’s teachers. Further information will follow shortly but, in brief, this term
your child will choose three subjects that they wish to continue studying in years 10
and 11. 

They will be able to choose three subjects from the following: Art, Dance, Drama,
Design Technology (Catering or Product Design), Computer Science, French, Spanish,
Geography, History, Music and PE. If your child is interested in studying any of these
subjects, you should make appointments with the relevant teachers to begin
discussions about their suitability.  

If you have any difficulties making appointments, or would like to request an
appointment with our SENDCo (Mrs Rideout) or Head of Year 9 (Mrs Hayakawa),
please contact Mrs Allen: aallen@wyvernsteds.org  
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Y9 Parents' Evenings

We look forward to seeing you, virtually, on the 18th or 20th of January. 

https://www.wyvernsteds.org/454/parentcarer-links
mailto:aallen@wyvernsteds.org


Activities Week

Thank you to all parents for returning the Activities Week booking forms either
online or on paper before the Christmas Break. 

Residential Trip allocations are now complete and these will start to appear on
ParentPay over the coming days along with a paper copy of the letter given to
students during tutor time. Deposits outlined on the letters are due by Friday
21st January to secure these spaces. 

All other trips/activities are being processed and these will appear on ParentPay,
along with a letter sent home via students, by Friday 21st January. 

Wherever possible spaces have been increased to ensure everyone can take part
in as many of their choices as possible. Please also note that some trips/activities
were unable to go ahead due to lack of uptake. 

Should you have any queries please contact Mrs Wells, Educational Visits
Coordinator – ewells@wyvernsteds.org
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We have changed the arrangements for break and lunch
time spaces for students. This is due to the weather
becoming colder and damper and resulting in the school
field becoming increasingly muddy.

All year groups have an inside and outside area to spend
their social times. Break time snacks continue to be on
sale in their designated areas.

Students can still access the field for games but will have
to change into football boots. Please ensure your child
brings a change of footwear if they wish to use the field.

Changes to social time
arrangements 
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HOME RUN APP
School Community & Journeys App

Wiltshire Council and Laverstock & Ford Parish Council are delighted to have launched our
HomeRun App network to make parents' lives a little easier and promote a healthier local
environment. We kindly ask all parents with children at the schools in Laverstock to sign up and
support our efforts to reduce traffic congestion, air pollution and improve road safety. The app is
completely free to use and is full of great features for parents and the community, so please sign
up today and be part of the solution.

 
Wyvern St Edmund's is pleased to have joined other local schools in signing up to use the
HomeRun platform to connect our school community online, provide more travel options and
become a greener school.  It is an important part of our ethos that we encourage our students to
be mindful of the impact we have on our local community and do all we can to promote a
healthy environment for all.

This is licensed and sponsored by Wiltshire Council who will use the anonymised data to make
informed decisions about road and travel planning in our local areas. It also provides a private
network for parents and carers to connect with each other and does give an optional function
for parents to monitor their child's journey.

 
How to join our school network:

We encourage all parents to join our private network  by clicking our unique registration link
below and follow the set up guide to download the app. It only takes a couple of minutes.

 
 
 

www.homerun-app.com/launch/wse3845

For help with queries about the platform or signing up please
 email info@homerun-app.com

http://www.homerun-app.com/launch/wse3845
mailto:info@homerun-app.com
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Safeguarding 
 Online Safety 

What parents and carers need
to know about Fortnite

Fortnite is one of those rare titles
which breaks through from the gaming
world to create a wider cultural impact.
This success was swiftly monetised, of
course, leading to Fortnite action
figures, plush toys, branded clothing,
stationery, bedspreads and the like.
The nature of these products hints at a
sizeable proportion of the game’s fans
being below the recommended age
limit of 12.

So how much of a danger does Fortnite
pose to its younger players? For
starters, the game is fundamentally
about using an array of weaponry to
eliminate a stream of enemies. As our
guide outlines, however, on-screen
violence is far from the highest concern
– with potential issues over in-app
purchasing, scams and toxic behaviour
from other players.

You can find out more and download a guide on Fortnite here.

Without wanting to sound blasé, most of the combat in Fortnite is sanitised enough to
reflect the game’s PEGI 12 age rating. Yet real-world threats lurk within these virtual war-
zones – from marathon gaming sessions to other players acting aggressively over audio
chat. If you have a young Fortnite fan in your family, our guide will help you keep them
safe when they play.

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/guides/fortnite?utm_campaign=WakeUpWednesday&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=200034623&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--yVJPxEW0snCnaXvHObzYmW_bnXFPhmjq0MqmjuU3O-whfP_XEAvhZAOqQADwwMOTyHZOnzz-JEATMvPkAUoj7mTwWZA&utm_content=200034623&utm_source=hs_email


Recruitment Opportunities 

Full application packs and details of how to apply for these vacancies are available
on the vacancies page of our website.

If you would like further information on any of our vacancies, or would like to visit
the school prior to making an application, please contact:
Mrs Ure, Operations Manager
rure@wyvernsteds.org
Tel: 01722 328565
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Our Prayer for the Week


