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Dear Parents and Carers,

This week has been filled with festivities.  For those who attended the Carol Service on Wednesday, you will have
witnessed a wonderful evening.  Thank you to all the students in the Choir whose voices sounded wonderful
echoing around St Thomas' Church, and to each of the musical ensembles.   Thank you to Mrs Ritchie, Ms Randall
and the music department for all their hard work in putting the performance together. 

Christmas lunches for students ended on Tuesday this week. It was lovely to see each year group sitting together in
the hall enjoying their lunch.  Our administrative team joined the catering team to assist in the setting up and
serving students on those days and did a sterling job. They were also supported by our prefect team who served
551 lunches to the students. 

Over the last two days we have had our Big Celebration Assemblies. So many students were recognised for their
exceptional qualities and effort over the last two terms. Our celebration extended  to all our students who are
embracing the school values and working hard to achieve their potential. I hope that your child has had a good
week and is looking forward to their final festivities tomorrow before they leave for the Christmas break. 

There are a few staffing changes I wanted to make you aware of. 
Mr Newell's position as Assistant Headteacher has been substantiated and we congratulate him on this. 
As a result we have appointed Mr Woolner as Head of Year 9.  Students were made aware today and this was well
received. Joining our team in January, Mrs Griffiths is joining our English department and Miss Owen joining our
Humanities team. We look forward to welcoming them. 

As the last bulletin of the term we have chosen to celebrate some of the wonderful enrichment opportunities our
young people are participating in.  Please do take the time to read the safeguarding messages that are so pertinent
over the Christmas break. 

Our featured articles in this week's bulletin are:

Wishing you all a restful and enjoyable Christmas. 
Mrs L Henderson
Headteacher  

 Headteacher Message
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Rewards Update 

Highest Rewards Points 

Head of Year Awards 

Well done to the following students for achieving the most Rewards Points this term 

Well done to the following students who have received Head of Year Award 
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Rewards Update 

Tutor Group Awards 

Best Tutor Group
Well done to the following tutor groups for gaining the most overall Reward Points 

Well done to students who were nominated by tutors 
for embodying the school values of GRACE

 



GENEROSITY RESPECT ASPIRATION COURAGE EMPATHY

 

With the cold weather forecast to continue and following the tragic events in Solihull
which has resulted in the deaths of four children, we have created some safety
information for sharing with children, young people and their parents/carers.

Whatever our age; ice and frozen waterways seem fascinating. However the ice often
thins and can easily result in cracking and people falling into the cold water. 
The main safety messages, as well as what to do if you find yourself, or someone else,
in trouble in the water can be found here: Winter Water Safety (office.com)

It is important that parents and carers also understand the dangers of frozen and cold
water.  Following the tragic events at a lake in Solihull this week, Dorset & Wiltshire Fire
and Rescue Service would encourage you to talk to your children about their safety
around ice and water during this cold weather. 

Please use this link Winter Water Safety (office.com) to look at the advice and discuss
their safety with them, according to their age and independence. 
Stay off the ice and if someone is in trouble call 999 and ask for the fire and rescue
service. 

If you require further help or advice please do get in touch. 
 

Message from 
Dorset & Wiltshire 

Fire & Rescue Service

Always call 999 in an emergency. 
 

For all other enquiries related to 
Dorset and Wiltshire, 

call us on 01722 691000 (during office hours) 
and 

call 0306 799 0019 (out of hours)

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsway.office.com%2Fz0KmiieaBrHX24Au%3Flogin_hint%3DTess.Cross%2540dwfire.org.uk&data=05%7C01%7Cheadspa%40wyvernsteds.org%7C03c8bf945ab7443ed1fa08daddadfc63%7C3aa7bc95351e4e3db51ab211351588d1%7C0%7C0%7C638066036577974861%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=L5YWSvR%2FMi5z1y2W3USfYxcTNuUihF%2BTtbhWgrdFDtk%3D&reserved=0
https://sway.office.com/z0KmiieaBrHX24Au?login_hint=Tess.Cross%40dwfire.org.uk


 

SAFEGUARDING

Andrew Tate: Misogynistic views influencing the behaviour of young people
In our Family Bulletin on 25th November, we highlighted concerns in an article about the video
sharing platform Rumble which has seen a significant rise in users after Tate was banned from
other social media platforms for expressing views which breached their rules about harmful
content.

Tate’s influence across social media and his following is growing significantly. We have dealt with
increasing incidences of students challenging staff about Tate’s views. Some students have been
witnessed making the same sign with their hands that Tate makes in photos and videos (forming
a triangle) as a sign of support for him. There have been conversations and behaviours that are
offensive to others. In each case the students involved have been sanctioned, parents informed
but most importantly they have received an educational conversation about their words and
actions.

Tate’s views are dangerous and misogynistic. He talks about women being the property of men
and that rape victims must ‘bear responsibility’ for being attacked. We have zero tolerance for
any views that could lead to sexual harassment or sexual violence. As part of our shared
safeguarding duty to all students we want to emphasise the prevalence of his influence, and the
potential serious consequences if we do not challenge these views and educate our young
people to prevent radicalisation and harmful behaviours.

Therefore, we ask or your support at home to please be aware of any conversations in your
household on this topic. Please tell your child to report anything they hear or experience that
makes them feel uncomfortable. We will be doing more work with the students around this
subject next term.

We provide this guidance for talking about and challenging these views at home:

1.Don’t ignore the subject: The absolute worst thing we can do is do or say nothing (or very little).
2.Open the conversation so you can guide in a way that informs and educates. 
3.Approach with curiosity and non-judgment and then explain why Tate’s content is problematic (in
language that is age appropriate).
4.Name the content for what it is: misogynistic and violent (when we ignore, we normalise).
5.If you see your child laughing about or speaking positively about Tate, don’t just tell them to stop
talking about it. Instead, try to explore why they see it positively and what they think is funny about it.
6.If you hear your child actively acting out or expressing these views, immediately name the behaviour
for what it is. 
E.g.: “What you have just said is homophobic/misogynistic/sexist/violent/abusive”.
7.Then, ensure any victim or witness of the comments is safe and knows the views and behaviour is
unacceptable.
8.Finally, have a discussion with your child exploring the real harm of these views/behaviours and
educate them around the deeper issues. E.g.: “Do you understand the things you said are serious and
not okay?”

Thank you for your support with this.
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Whilst our sincere hope is that all our families will have a safe and happy Christmas we
know that this time of year, and especially this year, can put extra strain on families and
relationships.  We all have a duty to safeguard our young people. If you do at any time have
a concern whether during term time, but particularly in the holidays when school is closed,
you can report it using the contact information below.

How to report a concern
I have concerns about a child
If you have concerns about a child please contact the children's Multi Agency Safeguarding
Hub (MASH)
Telephone: 0300 456 0108
Monday to Thursday 08:45 - 17:00 or Friday 08:45 - 16:00
Email: mash@wiltshire.gov.uk
If you need urgent help or advice outside of these hours you can call: 0300 456 0100

I have concerns about an adult
If you have concerns about a vulnerable adult please contact the adult Multi Agency
Safeguarding Hub (MASH)
Telephone: 0300 456 0111
Monday to Thursday 08:30 - 17:20 or Friday 08:30 - 16:20
Email: adviceandcontact@wiltshire.gov.uk 
If you need urgent help or advice outside of these hours you can call: 0845 607 0888

You can contact Wiltshire Police by calling: 101

If a child or an adult is in immediate danger you should always dial 999

 

SAFEGUARDING
How to report a

concern

mailto:mash@wiltshire.gov.yk
mailto:adviceandcontact@wiltshire.gov.uk


On Wednesday evening staff, parents/carers and members of the local community were
treated to a truly amazing WSE Christmas Carol Service at St Thomas’ Church. From Veni,
Veni Emmanuel at the start of the service and the very moving ‘Hodie’ to the delightful
‘Diamond Bright’ composed by Lin Marsh at the end, it was a wonderful event. 

All of our students performed outstandingly well and it was particularly inspiring to see such
a variety of vocal and instrumental performances – including the mixed voice choir, brass
ensemble, string orchestra, guitar ensemble and chamber choir. It was a night that many of
us will remember for a very long time; I was incredibly proud of our students and the
dedicated team of staff who helped to lead the event.

Student Success 
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WSE Carol Service
St Thomas' Church



On Thursday 1st December Wyvern St. Edmunds took two teams to Stonehenge School
to compete in the Wiltshire Inter Badminton event.

We are extremely proud to announce that we placed 1st for KS3 and 2nd for KS4
against some tough competition in both categories.

Student Success 
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KS3 Badminton

KS4 Badminton
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Enrichment 
The autumn term has seen 47 weekly clubs offered to WSE students, with the additional offer
of homework and film/games club every day. 

In total we have 1042 enrichment places are used on a weekly basis with many students
participating in more than one activity. What a fantastic commitment from both staff and
students alike!

Having surveyed students this term, their enthusiasm for enrichment is clear to see with 99%
of students telling us that they enjoy enrichment. Of the 660 responses, 70% report that they
have tried a new skills thanks to the enrichment programme. Friends, fun and great teachers
are the most common justifications for why they enjoy enrichment. 

In order to continue developing our offer, we have asked students what they would like us to
add, as a result of this our spring term offer includes more drama, art and writing. Although
we are not yet able to offer swimming and horse riding as requested by some, we continue to
explore options to facilitate this.

If your child feels inspired to join our 
fantastic enrichment offer in January, 
please see our latest enrichment 
booklet here. 

Although the initial
deadline has passed, the link remains 
active and we have space in most
clubs for more students to join. 

Below you will see a snapshot of 
just some of the many activities 
on offer since September to give 
you a taste of the extra-curricular 
activities we offer at WSE. 

 

https://stedmund.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Enrichment-Booklet-Spring-2023.pdf?t=1671032317%3Fts%3D1671032317
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Duke of Edinburgh Bronze and Silver Awards
Since September we have been busy registering and 
setting up all of the new Bronze and Silver participants 
on their Volunteering, Physical and Skill Sections. 
All students are now well underway taking part in a huge variety of activities such as; baking, roller
skating, leadership, sports and a whole host of other things. 

In the New Year we will see the start of expedition training, which is always very exciting for
everyone. Learning new skill such as; first aid, map reading and there is even a camp out on the
school field before we head off to the Marlborough downs, New Forest and Exmoor later in the
summer. 
Mrs Wells

 
 

 

Enrichment 

Code Club
We have 25 students who regularly attend code club on Mondays after
school.  We’ve learned how to animate dragonflies, make sprites change
colour,  code wobbly eyes to follow magic wands and more.  There are a
few experts in our midst who are starting to use 2D and 3D coding to create
Minecraft-style games.   A couple of students have chosen to learn coding
as the skills  element of the Duke of Edinburgh award. 
                                                                                                      Come and join us!

                                                                                                         Mrs Hill-Parker

Harry Potter club 
The club has enjoyed a wide range of activities 
 since September including decorating some 
 themed biscuits and creating our very own 
 magical plants which would not be out of  place
in Professor Sprout's greenhouse!  We've also
enjoyed Harry Potter games,  crafts and we
finished with watching the first film with the
snowy scenes giving us  the Christmas spirit!                 
                                                                Mrs Allwright

Basketball
It's been great to see students from all year groups attend basketball club this term and really
show improvement throughout the term. We've been able to focus on different skills each week
and it has allowed the younger years to really learn from the older students that have been there
every week!  
Mr Byrne
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Enrichment 

Student Newspaper
Throughout term one and two Mrs Doyle and Ms Clark have run the Newspaper club which has
been a great success. From an interview with our new headteacher - Mrs Henderson, fun facts on
our newest teachers, reporting the running tally of house points across all year groups, a design a
dragon competition, a comic strip and much more! Our team have put together an informative and
enjoyable first edition for all that has been shared with all tutor groups.

Rugby Club – Year 7 & 8 boys
This is one of the best attended clubs – approx. 30 every week – come rain or 
shine! 
The lads have been getting expert coaching from JK since September. 
It has made a huge difference to the quality of rugby being played in our fixtures. 
We have won 4 games in a row this year, winning comfortably by playing some outstanding rugby.
This is because the lads have been dedicated and act on the advice of the coach. The organisation
and free flowing rugby that JK is promoting is allowing our lads to really thrive. Dare I say we will be
ready for the challenge of Bishops soon. Come on lads! Keep showing up, and improving. Well
done. 
Mr Newell 

 

Nativitree
We have enjoyed making this at Wyvern St Edmunds Academy
during a pop up art club this past month. Inspiration has come to
us in the Nativity scenes by Renaissance painter Hieronymus Bosch
and recent work by contemporary artist Anne Ryan who was also
inspired by Bosh and his Garden of Earthly Delights painting. 
Made from slotted mount board, painted in acrylics and 
drawn elements in oil pastel, 
it is at once a 
non-hierarchical 
arrangement with 
lowly cattle above 
kings and pyramidal 
composition 
with star on top.                                 
Mr Formaggia

As the festive season is coming up, term two has been everything
 festive! In term three, from January, we would love some new
 faces on the team to bring some fresh ideas. Come join us on

 Thursdays after school and see how you can be a part of the team.
Mrs Doyle and Ms Clark

 

Mosh Pit 2019 by Anne Ryan

 
Key Stage Three, 7, 8 & 9 art students and Mr Formaggia 

 

 



Christmas Displays 
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This year each tutor group were able to decorate their tutor class rooms - the displays
were judged by the heads of each year group. 

 
The winners are:

 7JHA
8ASA
9RWO

10DMA
11WGR

 Here is a selection of some of the decorated classrooms
 

9CHU

7DBY8CLO

11CTY

10DMA 

7JHA



End of Term

We look forward to welcoming students back on 
Tuesday 3rd January 2023

     The last day of term is Friday 16th December

which is a non uniform day 

This will be a half day, school will be finishing for all
students at 12:50pm

Shuttle buses are arranged for 12.50pm  

End of Term 
Arrangements 
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Recruitment

Opportunities to work school hours (term time) to support your family life;
Joining the WSE family as a member of staff and benefitting from our
supportive culture whilst striving to enable our students to become the
best versions of themselves;
Employee benefits including private healthcare, reduced corporate gym
membership and the Wiltshire Rewards cashback programme.

We have a selection of exciting opportunities for individuals to join our growing
number of Support Staff at WSE.

Working at WSE not only provides a rewarding opportunity to support our
flourishing school and it's students, but also provides lots of other benefits
such as:

Our current vacancies are summarised on the next page, but please see our
Vacancies page for a full application pack and details of how to apply.
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If you would like to find out more about any of these roles, please contact 
Mrs Ure, Operations Manager:  01722 328565.

https://www.wyvernsteds.org/223/vacancies


Recruitment



May God's blessings shower upon
you and bestow upon each of you
a bright, healthy and peaceful new
year. God of all time, help us enter
the New Year quietly, thoughtful of

who we are to ourselves and to
others, mindful that our steps make

an impact and our words carry
power.
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A Prayer for the New Year


