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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

This week we are talking about
thankfulness



Post-16 open events and application process.
Y9 Parents' Evenings.
An Exam Room Skills webinar for parents of Y10 and Y11 students.
An exciting endeavour by the student Green Power club.
An update on the amounts raised by our recent charity events, including a staggering
£9,058.04 raised from the Sponsored Walk.

Dear Parents and Carers,

It’s been a cold and crisp week and it’s certainly starting to feel like mid-winter. As you know
we have opened up large indoor spaces for each year group at break and lunchtime for
students wishing to enjoy a warmer social time. Students have the option of playing on our
hard-standing areas and tennis courts - or on the field if they bring a pair of football boots to
change into. The reason we insist on boots is to prevent mud being transferred into the
school buildings, and also to prevent trousers being caked in mud – resulting in more
washing/drying of clothes at home. 

Although young people often don’t feel the need for warm clothing, please continue to
encourage your son or daughter to wear a thick winter coat, gloves, scarves and vests. Due
to the nature of our site, students are regularly moving outside and are exposed to the
elements.

This week our teaching teams have been thoroughly analysing the assessment data from
last term in order to highlight which concepts have been securely met and which require
further work. Some content will be revisited during the course of this term to ensure that
the students are fully secure in their learning.

Finally from me, I want to update you about the impact of COVID-19 this term seeing as
there’s been quite a bit of local and national media coverage about the issue. Staffing here
at WSE has been very stable indeed - staff attendance is well above the national average.
There has been very little staffing cover required meaning that specialist lessons have
continued without interruption. In addition, student COVID-19 numbers remain low. I would
like to thank you again for your support in ensuring that your child continues to bring in a
re-usable face covering, and a spare, daily. We do have some disposable masks available on
request, but it isn’t an endless supply, as I’m sure you understand. 

There are some particular articles of interest included in the Family Bulletin this week:

Thanks for your continued support, 
Mr B E Burley 
Head of School

Head of School Message
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A reminder of the current COVID-19 measures and processes are provided below.  Please
note that there has been a further change to the rules regarding self-isolation, starting
from Monday 17th January.

Face Coverings
Students should continue to wear face coverings in classrooms, as well as in communal
areas and on buses.  This additional measure will be reviewed on the 26th January.

Please do ensure your child comes to school with a face covering each day, as well as a
spare in their bag if possible.  

The new guidance applies to all students unless they are exempt.  If your child is exempt
from wearing a face covering please contact our Medical Officer, Mrs Boardman, directly
who will be able to advise further.

Mrs Boardman: cboardman@wyvernsteds.org; 01722 328565.
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COVID-19 

Home Testing
Please do continue with testing at home twice a week, even if the individual has tested
positive for COVID-19 in the last 90 days.  This measure is key to reducing the level of
transmission.

Results should be reported via the below links:

Government Report a LFD Result
WSE Report a LFD Result

Further home testing kits will be issued to students next week.

mailto:cboardman@wyvernsteds.org
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=lbynOh41PU61GrIRNRWI0Wduk0V0oT5ChLxXaG2EgSRUOVJaT1FFTFI4UE43WkpGOTNBOVJTSEIxUS4u


You must self-isolate as soon as COVID-19 symptoms develop, or when you receive a
positive test result if you do not have symptoms.
Two negative lateral flow tests are required to end self-isolation: the first to be taken
no earlier than day five, followed by a second test result 24 hours later. Please
consider the time of day you take your day five test. If you are aiming to return to work
or school on your day six (assuming two consecutive negative LFD results) you will
need to take your day five test early in the morning as there needs to be a gap of at
least 24 hours before taking the day six test.
If both of those tests are negative, and you do not have a high temperature, you can
stop self-isolating immediately.
If the day five test is positive, further tests can be taken on subsequent days but you
must receive two negative tests, 24 hours apart, in order to end self-isolation.

Self-isolation guidance
The current self-isolation guidance is that it is possible to end self-isolation after seven
days, following two negative LFD tests taken 24 hours apart, on day six and day seven.  

From Monday 17th January this guidance will be changing again and people who are self-
isolating will have the option to reduce their isolation period after five full days if they test
negative on a LFD on both day five and day six, so long as they don't have a temperature. 
 The guidance below has been updated to reflect this.

This guidance also applies to children and young people who usually attend an education
or childcare setting.

 In summary:

If ending self-isolation after day six due to negative lateral flow test results on consecutive
days then please limit contact with others wherever possible until after the formal 10-day
isolation period would have finished.

COVID-19  
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PCR Tests
People who receive positive lateral flow device (LFD) test results for coronavirus will be
required to self-isolate immediately, for at least six days, and won’t be required to take a
confirmatory PCR test. Anyone who receives a positive LFD result should also make sure
they report the result on GOV.UK.

Lateral flow device (LFD) tests are taken by people who do not have COVID-19 symptoms.
Anyone experiencing one of the three official COVID-19 symptoms - a high
temperature, new continuous cough or a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste -
should stay at home, self-isolate and take a PCR test.

In line with the reduced self-isolation approach announced on 22 December, anyone who
tests positive will be able to leave self-isolation seven days after the date of their initial
positive test if they receive two negative LFD results, 24 hours apart, on days five and six.

COVID-19 

Close Contact
For anyone identified as a close contact of a positive COVID-19 case, they are still able to
attend their education setting but should carry out home testing every day, for 7 days,
even if they have had a positive PCR in the last 90 days.

COVID-19 Vaccine
Once we have further details from Virgin Care regarding a date for the second COVID-19
vaccine to be held at school (for 12 - 15 year olds), parents will be informed.

The second dose needs to be 12 weeks after the first dose was received.  For any
students that received their first vaccine via a local vaccine centre, and 12 weeks have
elapsed, the second dose can be booked via the National Booking System, or by calling
119.

The benefits of the vaccine are clear:
·It is estimated that a 60% vaccine uptake among healthy 12 to 15 year olds will reduce
confirmed cases of COVID-19 in this group in the period up to 31 March 2022 by 33%. 
·Research shows that those who do become infected 3 weeks after receiving one dose of
the Pfizer-BioNTech or AstraZeneca vaccine are between 38% and 49% less likely to pass
the virus on to their household contacts than those who are unvaccinated.
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https://wiltshire.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=76aa322637&e=71e56ff282
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/


Y11 Post-16 Application
Process
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Further to the letter sent to Year 11 families, please see below the published deadlines for
post-16 applications. You will note that Peter Symonds College have already closed to
applications, several Salisbury sixth form schools close to applications at the end of
January and colleges accept applications throughout the year. 

We strongly advise all WSE students to make sure they have completed applications to at
least one provider before 31st January 2022. This will optimise their chances of being
successful and allow them a broader choice of courses to choose from. 

We are very encouraged by the number of students who have been proactive in the
approach and completed applications. Many of our young people have already been
called for interviews and are now awaiting offers! 



Salisbury Sixth Form College 
Bookings for tours from 25th – 27th January are being accepted. 
January tours – https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/s6c-family-tours-january-2022-
tickets-211659337777 

We highly recommend that students arrange a visit to S6C as soon as possible.  As
you are aware WSE and S6C work very closely.

Bishop Wordsworth’s School 
Register your interest using the following link: Open Day - Monday 24th January 2022
at 2.30pm  

Sparsholt College 
Registrations are still open for Sparsholt College’s next open event on Saturday 5
February 2022. This is an on campus, in-person event at present. 
  
To attend, you will need to register for the event as soon as possible by visiting
Sparsholt College Open Events as our events do fill up quickly! At this event students
will have a tour of the subject area they are interested in at a specific time which
they will book in advance. 
 
Andover College 
Registrations are still open for Andover College’s next open event on Wednesday 16
February 2022, 4.30pm – 7.30pm. This is an on campus, in-person event at present. 
  
To attend, you will need to register for the event as soon as possible by visiting
Andover College Open Events.  

Post-16 Open Events

Please see below updated information from local post-16 providers regarding
remaining open events.
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https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/s6c-family-tours-january-2022-tickets-211659337777
https://bishopwordsworths.applicaa.com/events/6
https://bishopwordsworths.applicaa.com/events/6
https://www.sparsholt.ac.uk/opendays/
https://www.andover.ac.uk/open-events/


Sarum Academy 
Booking are being accepted for tours: Open Evening Dates — Sarum Academy 

We highly recommend a visit and an opportunity to engage with our colleagues at
Sarum Academy.

Wiltshire College 
Due to the increased Covid-19 regulations, Wiltshire College have taken the decision
to delay their upcoming open days. 

The new dates are: 
• Chippenham Campus: Wednesday 9th February, 5pm - 7pm 
• Salisbury Campus: Thursday 10th February, 5pm - 7pm 
• Trowbridge Campus: Wednesday 16th February, 5pm – 7pm 
• The Lackham Campus Open Day remains on Saturday 5th February, 10am -
12noon. 
 
If you are already registered and can attend the new date, your booking has been
moved across. If you are no longer able to attend, email marketing@wiltshire.ac.uk
and you will be removed from the attendee list. 
 
There will also be one final set of open days in May, so there will still be chances to
visit. 

The Burgate School 

Further open events are being planned for 2022 according to the website, dates TBC.
Please check via their website: Sixth Form Admissions | The Burgate School 

Post-16 Open Events
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https://www.sarumacademy.org/open-evening-dates
https://www.sarumacademy.org/open-evening-dates
https://www.theburgate.com/sixth-form-admissions
https://www.theburgate.com/sixth-form-admissions


Elevate Education's Parent
Webinar

Parents of Year 10 & 11 students 

Parents of Wyvern St Edmund's have exclusive access to Elevate Education’s Parent
Webinar Series this year. Elevate works with our students, delivering high impact
workshops on study skills, motivation, wellbeing, and exam preparation. By tuning
into their webinar series you will learn how to better support your children at home
through reinforcing the skills they learn at school.   

What students should be doing in the final week before an exam; 
How to establish a good routine the night before; 
Ways to optimise exam room performance. 

Tuesday 18th January @ 6:00pm: 
 Exam Room Skills 

In Exam Room Skills, Elevate will show you how to help your child and what they
should be doing in the final run up to exams. The webinar will cover: 

Testimonial:
"I wanted to pass on that after your webinar last week I convinced my daughter to change
her night before routine from going through her flashcards until late to switching off and
having a bath and early bed. This morning she went into school much calmer than usual
and came home this evening saying the exam was okay! Thank you for your help!" 

The webinars are run live online from 6pm – 7pm where the presenter will share
Elevate’s key research and skills. They will also conduct a live Q&A so you can ask
them questions directly. 

GENEROSITY RESPECT ASPIRATION COURAGE EMPATHY

Register for free here

https://get.elevatecoaching.info/uk/register?utm_source=teachercontact&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=schoolactivation&utm_id=db1&schools_uk=Wyvern+St+Edmund%27s+College


Year 9 Parents' Evenings will be held on the following dates:

9a Tuesday 18th January  - deadline for booking is 5pm Monday 17th January.
9b Thursday 20th January - deadline for booking is 5pm Wednesday 19th January. 

Booking for parents’ evening opens on Monday 10th January at 3pm. You should
have received a letter via email this week with information about how to log into
SchoolCloud (the links are always available via the Quick Links tab on our school
website).  

At this parents’ evening, you will have the opportunity to discuss GCSE choices with
your child’s teachers. Further information will follow shortly but, in brief, this term
your child will choose three subjects that they wish to continue studying in years 10
and 11. 

They will be able to choose three subjects from the following: Art, Dance, Drama,
Design Technology (Catering or Product Design), Computer Science, French, Spanish,
Geography, History, Music and PE. If your child is interested in studying any of these
subjects, you should make appointments with the relevant teachers to begin
discussions about their suitability.  

If you have any difficulties making appointments, or would like to request an
appointment with our SENDCo (Mrs Rideout) or Head of Year 9 (Mrs Hayakawa),
please contact Mrs Allen: aallen@wyvernsteds.org  
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Y9 Parents' Evenings

We look forward to seeing you, virtually, on the 18th or 20th of January. 

https://www.wyvernsteds.org/454/parentcarer-links
mailto:aallen@wyvernsteds.org


At Wyvern St Edmund’s, we are holding a club called Green Power club, where we are
building electric powered go-karts and we plan to race them at national circuits around
the country. 

To do this we are reaching out for sponsorship, we have set up a Go Fund Me page as
COVID-19 restrictions have limited our fundraising, it will be linked below. The
sponsorship we are asking for includes donations of money (we are hoping for a total
of £10,000) and/or donations of equipment we could use. The funds will go towards
equipment and the go-karts themselves (a breakdown can be seen on the Go Fund Me
page). This club is helping us to develop a career and broaden our knowledge in
business and STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths), which we wouldn’t
normally have access to. 

We would be very appreciative if you would look at our Go Fund Me page or our social
media accounts on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and TikTok, all @wsegreenpowerclub,
and continue to spread the word! Thanks!

Amélie B
Yr9

https://www.gofundme.com/f/wyvern-st-edmunds-greenpower-engineering-team
 

Student News - Green Power
Club
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https://www.gofundme.com/f/wyvern-st-edmunds-greenpower-engineering-team


Student News
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Safeguarding 
 Online Safety 

What parents and carers need
to know about Replika

You can find out more and download a guide on Replika here.

Unlike some AIs, Replika can’t
answer trivia questions. It can’t
order a takeaway. It can’t control
your domestic appliances. What it
can do is chat – about anything
from your favourite book to how
your day was. The software learns
to imitate its user, aiming to
produce more rewarding
interaction. The more a person
talks to their Replika, the more it
sounds – and thinks – like them.

A virtual best friend who’s
available 24/7 and almost
exclusively wants to talk about
you. Sounds fantastic doesn’t it?
Replika mixes deeps questions
about a user’s hopes and fears
with lighter enquiries about their
preferred pizza toppings.
Confiding in a realistic bot can
also ease the stigma that
someone might feel in opening up
to another human about
emotional or mental issues.

As our #WakeUpWednesday guide discovers, the chance of actually worsening a mental or
emotional problem is among the possible risks of using Replika – along with the potential for
addiction, expensive in-app purchases and receiving inappropriate content from the chatbot.

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/guides/replika?utm_campaign=WakeUpWednesday&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=200662225&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--niQanE4ZkbhxpWVekk8svrBTmyBiYIyUsHsOYfSXyGblVFwvUNT2y2_GMPbH4TivfiFVt7sNEy9uglfm8moolOJJlHA&utm_content=200662225&utm_source=hs_email


Activities Week Update
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Day Trips/Activities allocations are coming together, however the letters will be
slightly delayed due to ongoing arrangements to ensure everyone can attend as
many of their choices as possible. Please bear with us and keep a look out on
ParentPay over the coming days.

A reminder that Residential Trip deposits are due by Friday 21st January. After this
time spaces will be reallocated. 
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HOME RUN APP
School Community & Journeys App

Wiltshire Council and Laverstock & Ford Parish Council are delighted to have launched our
HomeRun App network to make parents' lives a little easier and promote a healthier local
environment. We kindly ask all parents with children at the schools in Laverstock to sign up and
support our efforts to reduce traffic congestion, air pollution and improve road safety. The app is
completely free to use and is full of great features for parents and the community, so please sign
up today and be part of the solution.

 
Wyvern St Edmund's is pleased to have joined other local schools in signing up to use the
HomeRun platform to connect our school community online, provide more travel options and
become a greener school.  It is an important part of our ethos that we encourage our students to
be mindful of the impact we have on our local community and do all we can to promote a
healthy environment for all.

This is licensed and sponsored by Wiltshire Council who will use the anonymised data to make
informed decisions about road and travel planning in our local areas. It also provides a private
network for parents and carers to connect with each other and does give an optional function
for parents to monitor their child's journey.

 
How to join our school network:

We encourage all parents to join our private network  by clicking our unique registration link
below and follow the set up guide to download the app. It only takes a couple of minutes.

 
 
 

www.homerun-app.com/launch/wse3845

For help with queries about the platform or signing up please
 email info@homerun-app.com

http://www.homerun-app.com/launch/wse3845
mailto:info@homerun-app.com


Charity News

We are delighted to announce the following totals that have been raised via
our recent charity events.

The Sponsored Walk
that took place on the
1st October 2021 raised
an impressive total of
£9,058.04.  

The non-uniform day at the end of Term 2 raised a total of
£618.74.

The monies from both of these events will be donated to our school charities.  We
would like to thank all our students and their families for making these events such a
success and making such a difference to the charities we are supporting this year.
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Our partner school in
Zanzibar



Recruitment Opportunities 

Full application packs and details of how to apply for these vacancies are available
on the vacancies page of our website.

If you would like further information on any of our vacancies, or would like to visit
the school prior to making an application, please contact:
Mrs Ure, Operations Manager
rure@wyvernsteds.org
Tel: 01722 328565
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https://www.wyvernsteds.org/223/vacancies
mailto:rure@wyvernsteds.org


GENEROSITY RESPECT ASPIRATION COURAGE EMPATHY

Our Prayer for the Week


