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GENEROSITY RESPECT ASPIRATION COURAGE EMPATHY

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

What are we talking about this week?

 Compassion



Dear Parents and Carers,

It's been a busy first week back here at WSE and half term feels like a distant memory!  One of
the highlights of my half term break was watching a number of our current and past students
perform at a local dance show.  They were sensational! I was particularly proud of the students
who worked behind the scenes supporting younger children - they gave up their holiday time to
'serve others well' - the very embodiment of our school vision and values.

There have been a number of significant changes and issues for consideration this week.  Firstly
I would like to thank you all with your support in helping our young people adapt to changing in
our new PE facilities.  The students have been really stoic and have embraced the change in
routine.  We have provided additional support through lessons in PSHE (Years 7 - 9) on issues
relating to body image which have been reinforced in PE lessons.  As mentioned at the end of
last term, students will be able to use lockers from next week if they are 'very organised' and
require storage for kit and equipment (details will follow in a separate letter today).

Throughout this week students in Years 7, 8 and 9 have received detailed, balanced information
about the current crisis in Ukraine.  We are acutely aware of the anxieties and concerns felt by
our student body as they process the events, and it is incumbent on all of us to make young
people aware of the facts and to give them a safe space to discuss their thoughts and concerns.  
In worship this week we have spent time reflecting on the impact of war and considering how it
affects the people of Ukraine and the wider geographical area.  A detailed synopsis of the crisis
is available for Year 10 and 11s to view on Satchel One.

I would like to thank all members of the school community who have donated warm clothing,
first aid kits and sleeping bags to our MLP Ukraine appeal.  Similarly we are very grateful to all
who have donated to our school charity - Save the Children, and their Ukraine appeal.  Further
details are contained in this bulletin.

Finally, I would like to acknowledge how brilliant Year 11 have been this week.  In spite of all
that is going on around them, they have been determined to do their best in their second
round of mock examinations.  We are very proud of their efforts.

I hope you all enjoy the first weekend of Spring.

God bless,

Mr Burley
Head of School

Head of School Message
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To support conversations at home we have included some recommended
resources:

Save the Children have updated their website to include advice for professionals
and families with Five ways to talk to children about conflict

Childline who always provide fantastic resources to support both individual
children & young people and the professionals working with them have updated
their resources on anxiety to include a page called Worrying about Russia and
Ukraine  

National Geographic Kids has some advice on spotting 'fake news':

Full Fact Ukraine and beyond: how to fact check misleading videos.

BBC Newsround is reliable source of up to date information about events as
they develop.

Department for Education have produced a blog to help with conversations. 

 

UKRAINE
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We have responded to the conflict in Ukraine this week by providing all Key Stage 3 students
with a lesson delivered by the History department which has explained the historical context
and shared the facts about what is currently happening. Key Stage 4 students have received a
tutor session using a resource from VotesforSchools. 

This has provided students the opportunity to ask questions and express their concerns in a
safe environment.  In addition, Mrs Harris, Head of History, has created a thorough and
excellent Loom video that KS4 students  can watch for a more detailed understanding of the
context. This has been posted on Satchel One for them to access.

We have reinforced the need for sensitivity as we know members of the school and local
community are directly affected by these events. At all times students are presented with
unbiased information and historical facts. We emphasis the need for them to be aware of
misinformation particularly on social media, and to use reputable news sources for updates.

https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/news/media-centre/press-releases/five-ways-to-talk-to-children-about-conflict
https://www.childline.org.uk/get-involved/articles/worrying-about-russia-ukraine/
https://www.childline.org.uk/get-involved/articles/worrying-about-russia-ukraine/
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/magazine/article/fake-news
https://fullfact.org/blog/2022/feb/how-to-fact-check-ukraine-videos/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/02/25/help-for-teachers-and-families-to-talk-to-pupils-about-russias-invasion-of-ukraine-and-how-to-help-them-avoid-misinformation/
https://stedmund.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/lettershome/220301-ukraine-additional-resource-secondary-final.pptx?t=1646395587


Charity News

Our students chose Save the Children as the international charity we are supporting this year.  

They are one of the 15 leading UK aid charities who are part of the Disasters Emergency
Committee and who come together in times of crisis to collectively raise money to reach those
in need quickly. 

Donations brought into school will be sent directly to the fund or you can donate directly.

Donations can currently be made to help the children affected by the war in Ukraine.

Donate now.

UKRAINE

GENEROSITY RESPECT ASPIRATION COURAGE EMPATHY

We have been overwhelmed at the response to the
MLP Ukraine Appeal. A van load of donated items has

been taken to Trafalgar School this morning. 
A huge thank you for your support.

https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/how-you-can-help/emergencies/ukraine-appeal
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COVID-19 

If a staff member or student develop COVID-19 symptoms, they should isolate and
book a PCR test.  
If the result of the PCR test is positive we will continue to follow Public Health
advice in that staff and students should isolate for a period of 10 days (or until
LFD negative on 2 consecutive days from day 5 and the student is well enough to
return).  
If the test is negative, students should only return to school once well and at least 24
hours fever free.

Last week, the Prime Minster issued the next phase of the Government's COVID-19
response, 'Living with COVID-19'.

As a result of this there have been some changes to the guidance for schools.

Home Testing
The Government has removed the guidance for staff and students to carry out regular
asymptomatic testing at home.  Therefore, we will no longer be asking staff and students to
participate in twice weekly testing.  

We are no longer able to obtain home testing kits from the DfE.  But they can still be
obtained from local pharmacies or online.

Please be aware, that in the event of an outbreak, and at Public Health's advice, we may
reintroduce asymptomatic testing as an additional, temporary, measure.  In the event of
Public Health introducing this measure the education testing delivery channels will reopen
and we will be able to access and provide testing kits.

Positive PCR Results
The Public Health advice remains that:

Once Day 10 of isolation has been reached (or two negative results have already been
received), there is no requirement to continue with LFD testing.

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests?utm_source=21%20February%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


COVID-19 

Work Packs
Self isolation packs for students that are isolating, but well enough to complete some
school work, are available on our website.

Contact Tracing
Routine NHS contact tracing has now ended. Contacts will no longer be required to self-
isolate or take daily tests.

Reporting Positive Results
Please continue to report positive results to the WSE COVID email address.

Please see the COVID-19 page of our website for a summary of all other COVID-19
guidelines.
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https://www.wyvernsteds.org/323/covid-19-information
mailto:covid@wyvernsteds.org
https://www.wyvernsteds.org/323/covid-19-information


LENT 2022
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In what ways are you servant hearted?
Why is it difficult to be servant hearted?
In what ways could you be more servant hearted? 

We hope many of you enjoyed pancakes this week as we entered Lent 2022. We are using
the Archbishop of York Trust's Way Maker resource in tutor time to guide us through Lent.

Over the six weeks, Way Maker takes students on a journey through Lent, reflecting on
Jesus’ ministry and his example of being a 'Way Maker' and serving others. The six sessions
help students to explore what it means to be: servant hearted, compassionate, accepting,
bold, forgiving and a light in the darkness. 

Way Maker helps students consider what these examples mean for their own lives and the
practical actions they can take to become way makers in their community.

This week students have reflected on these questions which you could explore more at
home with them. Service to others is at the core of our school vision.

Find out more here - Way Maker Video

Next week students will reflect on where they can be more compassionate in their everyday
actions.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Mwq16LhVho&list=PLB8mmac9MNdYz7hBPzWzB_NUInE22dpXu&index=2


Personal Development
Days

We are very pleased to be able to share the information for our next two Personal
Development Days on Tuesday 15th March and Wednesday 4th May. 

These days are specifically designed to support and extend the delivery of our curriculum
beyond the classroom. We want students to be inspired by the world around them and be
ready for, and excited by, the next stage of their education and into their futures. 

Students in KS3 and Year 11 Cambridge National PE students received letters with details for
trips, payments and consents before half term. We kindly ask that parents provide consent,
payment where applicable and updated medical and contact details for 15th March as a
priority, via ParentPay by Monday 7th March. 
 
In KS3, the trips/activities will be part of a carousel, so that everyone will get the full experience
across the two days. Please see below for further details of which tutor groups will be taking
part in each activity on which days. The expectation is that all students will attend the trips and
activities offered to them as this is a key part of their curriculum journey. If you have any
questions or concern, please contact Mrs E Wells: ewells@wyvernsteds.org.   
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https://www.parentpay.com/
mailto:ewells@wyvernsteds.org


Personal Development
Days

Year 10  

15th March
As part of our comprehensive careers programme, Year 10 are very fortunate to be able to
participate in a full day’s work experience activity in school. This will be run in partnership with
Qinetiq and students will take on different roles in the day to learn how to work as a team to
complete a design challenge. Winning designs will be manufactured by Qinetiq and students
will be able to see the end product shortly thereafter.  

4th May 
Year 10 students will have two revision workshops for English Language and RS in preparation
for their GCSE examinations. They will then take part in a fun afternoon of wellbeing and team
building activities to help maintain a healthy balance in regard to their mental and physical
wellbeing in the lead up to exams.  

Year 11  

15th March
Cambridge National PE students have received details about their curriculum trip. We kindly
ask that parents provide consent, payment where applicable and updated medical and contact
details for 15th March as a priority, via ParentPay by Monday 7th March.  

Year 11 Art students will spend the day in exam conditions completing their ‘final piece’ for
their current assessed topic.   

Students who do not study Cambridge National PE or Art will take part in a series of revision
workshops in preparation for their upcoming GCSE exams.  

4th May 

All Year 11 students will take part in a series of revision workshops in preparation for their
upcoming GCSE exams. They will be offered a choice of activities, as well as being directed to
workshops we feel will be the most beneficial to their future success. They will then take part in
a fun afternoon of activities to help maintain a healthy balance in regard to their mental and
physical wellbeing in the lead up to exams. 
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https://www.parentpay.com/


Safeguarding
Personal Safety
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Try to walk with someone else when leaving school.
Avoid having your phone or other valuables in sight, making you an easier target.
If you are approached and you feel uncomfortable make your way quickly back to
school and inform a member of staff or move into a busier area eg. a shop that is
open.
Keep to areas which have heavier footfall.
Avoid arranging to meet in quiet or poorly lit areas.
Report any incidents or concerns to your parents/school and the Police if
necessary.

We would like to remind all students and parents/carers of the following
safety advice to students:

Online Safety

It has been reported nationally that there has been an increase in sexual
bullying/harassment between young people online.

The advice given by Childnet (links below) is very useful in helping parents/carers know
how to support, educate, and talk to their children about this and give both you and
them the confidence in knowing how to deal with it.

Advice of parents/carers of 13 - 17 year olds
Advice of parents/carers of 9 - 12 year olds

If you do have any concerns about online sexual bullying/harassment involving your
child please do report it as advised or contact our Senior Pastoral Manager (DDSL) Mrs
Milner.

https://stedmund.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/lettershome/Online-Sexual-Harassment-Advice-for-Parents-of-13-17-year-olds.pdf?t=1646385170
https://stedmund.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/lettershome/Online-Sexual-Bullying-Advice-for-Parents-of-9-12-year-olds.pdf?t=1646385205
mailto:lmilner@wyvernsteds.org
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Safeguarding 
 Online Safety 

10 Top Tips for WhatsApp

You can find out more and download a guide here.

Founded in the US by two former
Yahoo employees, WhatsApp was
already extremely popular when it
was bought by Facebook in 2014,
sending its usage figures
stratospheric. Now, more than 50%
of the two youngest generations
(Millennials and Generation Z) use
WhatsApp every day – including
many who are well below the app’s
specified age threshold.

Wherever there is a young and
dedicated user-base, of course, the
threat of grooming is a sinister,
ever-present spectre. Indeed, some
aspects of WhatsApp which are
designed to be helpful or increase
privacy – such as disappearing
messages and live location services
– actually exacerbate the risks.
Check out our guide for all the
details.

WhatsApp’s everyday familiarity, however, can actually disguise some of the risks around its use.
Scammers, for instance, are increasingly turning to the app as a vehicle for cons, while it's also
being chosen as a means of adding credibility to fake news stories. Updated for 2022, our guide
brings trusted adults the lowdown on the instant messaging giant.

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/guides/whatsapp-2022?utm_campaign=WakeUpWednesday&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=205569871&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_-pl96BmM0Rlh5dwiZM0pXRVEL02wZqUOnXodoJ6wwwcPKnTfpBxMnuvRqAKjiPdraLEk_oxEuufKgLO7KbZO5OBfmXA&utm_content=205569871&utm_source=hs_email


Land & Wave, Corfe Castle
Woodland Safari

Residential Trips: Barcelona, Paris, Netherlands, Berlin, Woodland Safari &
Land & Wave, Corfe Castle
 
Second payments are now due. Please login to your ParentPay account to bring your
account up to date if you have not done so already. Failure to keep payments up to
date, without prior arrangement, will result in your child being removed from the
trip. 

Spaces have become available on the following residential trips:

To secure a space on either of these residential trips, the first and second payments
will be payable to secure the place. Please email Mrs Wells- ewells@wyvernsteds.org
for further information.

Further details will follow in the coming weeks, for all of the residential trips taking
place in July. 

Activities Week Update
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Activities Week Update

Day Trips/Activities: 

Thank you for making the deposit payments, these spaces are now secure and any
remaining balances are due by the 30th April 2022. 

There are now some spaces available on some of the trips/activities planned and if
your child is yet to choose anything, or has chosen a free in school option, they will
be given an opportunity to take up one of these spaces in the coming weeks.
Deposits will be payable upon request of the space and only secured when that has
been received via ParentPay. 

Trips

Battlefields

Everything is moving along with the trip and we are monitoring changes to entry
requirements carefully. Further information will be sent out shortly to collect student
information along with details of the Parents Information evening. 

Please ensure all payments are up to date on ParentPay. This trip should now be
paid in full.

Geography field Trip- Azores
 
Thank you to everyone that applied for a place on the Year 10 Geography field trip to
Azores. I am pleased to say that everyone that applied can be guaranteed a space at
this time and further information will follow. 

There are 2 spaces available if you are still considering this with your child. Please
contact Mrs Wells – ewells@wyvernsteds.org in order to secure one of these spaces
with the £150 deposit. It will now be on a first come first served basis. 
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mailto:ewells@wyvernsteds.org


Student News

On Tuesday 8th and Wednesday 9th February the newly appointed Year 9 and 10
Young Ambassadors ran a 'This Girl Can Festival' for selected Year 7 students.

This Girl Can Festival

The leaders planned for the activities
to be both fun and something new.
They led New Age Kurling, Boccia and
Giant Jenga. 

We hope that all the
participants enjoyed the
session and will sign up to
try new activities in the
future. 
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Student News
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We are pleased to confirm the date and venue for the
Leavers' Prom 2022.

Further information about ticket sales will be issued shortly.

Mrs Proctor, Deputy Head of Year 11, will be meeting with
student leaders to discuss Prom, Year Book and Leavers'
Hoodies. 

Any questions please email jproctor@wyvernsteds.org

Year 11 Leavers' Prom

mailto:jproctor@wyvernsteds.org


Greenpower Club
Wyvern St Edmund’s Greenpower Engineering Club Seeking Support in Fundraising

Endeavour
Fundraising Goal is £12,500

WSE Greenpower Engineering Club is reaching out to businesses, the local community,
family and friends to help them achieve their  fundraising target of £12,500. The club
members (all students) have the aspiration to enter their custom built, green powered
motor car, in a green powered track day competition.

What is the Greenpower project?
The Greenpower project inspires young people around the world to excel in Science,
Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM) through a unique challenge: to design, build
and race an electric car.

The Greenpower Club’s vision, at WSE, is to develop, build and race electric go-karts.

Through achieving this vision, students will be exposed to design and manufacturing
techniques that will hopefully encourage and stimulate their passion to pursue a future
career in STEM fields of industry.

Find out more about the Greenpower Education Trust.

To achieve our aim
The Greenpower Engineering Club is seeking sponsorship and fundraising opportunities
within the local Wiltshire community to help them achieve their goal of racing their own
motor car.

“Our club has over 40 dedicated students whose fundraising efforts have been hampered
by COVID-19 restrictions so we are reaching out to the local community to help us achieve
our goal. Companies can either donate to our Go Fund Me page or offer sponsorship of
our club” said Mr Mathers, science teacher and club organiser.

“We are planning to have two electric race karts. One being an off the shelf kit car, for the
younger students to learn the fundamentals; and the other, a custom build for older
students which aims to be the developmental and more competitive kart.”
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https://www.greenpower.co.uk/


As a result of the popularity of the club we want to provide students with more
opportunities for racing, driving and hands on engineering. Therefore we are looking to
increase the number of karts to include 5  petrol powered Go Karts. Eventually we hope to
extend the exposure of the club to include the whole school access to the karts – leading
to an interschool racing and engineering series.

How you can help
For the club to operate they rely on monetary and/or equipment donations. Donations
are welcome from businesses and individuals from as little as an old socket set to a set of
overalls, from a bike pump, to even a cake that the students can use towards a bake sale.
Visit to factories, manufacturing outlets or places of interest to inspire students are also
welcome.

Go Fund Me page

For more information, contact Mr Mathers
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https://www.gofundme.com/f/wyvern-st-edmunds-greenpower-engineering-team
mailto:cmathers@wyvernsteds.org


Notices

Student Reports

As part of our ongoing commitment to improving how we communicate with home and
how we report on your child’s progress, attainment and effort I would like to set up a small
focus group of parents to share their views and contribute to the discussion about how our
reports can be improved. 

I anticipate two or three online meetings where potential options will be shared and your
views sought. If you would be interested in joining a small focus group discussing school
reports and how they can be improved please do let me know at
nmartin@wyvernsteds.org. 

I will aim to select a representative sample of parents/carers from all year groups. If you
could let me know whether you’re interested no later than Friday 11th March I will then be
in touch about next steps and an initial meeting.

Mr Martin
Assistant Headteacher
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Trading Standards

Wiltshire Council Trading Standards have received a report from a parent of a 13
year old student stating that her daughter had been able to purchase e-cigarettes,
vaping products or puff bars at a market stall on Salisbury market, mostly on
Saturdays. It seems that she has been able to make these purchases on multiple
occasions. No ID check has been made by the trader.

The trader has been advised and spoken to by an officer from Trading Standards,
however, we would ask that all parents/carers check with their children to see if
any purchases have been made at all. This trader has potentially committed a
criminal offence by selling these items to persons under 18 years of age. Parents
are free to contact tradingstandards@wiltshire.gov.uk or telephone the Citizens
Advice Consumer Service on 0808 223 1133. 

Notices

MLP Newsletter

The latest MLP Newsletter is now available on our website.
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Parking at School

Please ensure that the Visitors' parking bays within the
Campus are not routinely used as a means for dropping off
and collecting students, unless you have an identified and
agreed need.

mailto:tradingstandards@wiltshire.gov.uk
https://stedmund.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/MLP-Newsletter-No-27-28-February-2022.pdf?t=1646343636
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HOME RUN APP

School Community & Journeys App
 

If you have not done so yet please consider signing up to
the Home Run App

How to join our school network:
We encourage all parents to join our private network  by clicking our unique

registration link below and follow the set up guide to download the app. It only
takes a couple of minutes.

 www.homerun-app.com/launch/wse3845

For help with queries about the platform or signing up please
 email info@homerun-app.com

http://www.homerun-app.com/launch/wse3845
mailto:info@homerun-app.com


Recruitment Opportunities
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Full application packs and details of how to apply for these vacancies are available
on the vacancies page of our website.

https://www.wyvernsteds.org/223/vacancies


Our Prayer for the Week
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