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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

What are we talking about this week?

Remembrance Day 2022



10th November - KS3 Remembrance Art Exhibition
17th November - KS4 Celebration Awards Evening
22nd & 24th November - Year 7 Parents Evening
8th December - Christmas Jumper Day
14th December - Carol Concert at St Thomas' Church

Communication feedback
Rewards updates
Year 7 parents evenings
Supporting wellbeing
Sporting success 
Year 11 English theatre trip
Charity and Library news

Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome back to a new term! This term is usually a busy one with end of year and festive events
currently being planned.    

A few key dates for your diary for this term are;

I am incredibly proud of how our students have grown both academically and personally this
academic year already.  Our Year 7 students have settled really well and are working really hard. They
are kind and supportive of each other and show such joy in their work. The same can be said about
our students in Years 8 - 11.    I want to give a special mention to our new student leaders.  Our prefect
team are incredibly supportive of our students in Key Stage 3. Each week they confidently share our
value of Generosity and are always ready to give of their time and show kindness to younger students.  
Their interactions are kind and helpful and they are excellent role models.  

This week I have visited a large number of creative lessons in technology, art, drama and cooking.  It is
so impressive to see the students working independently and with such confidence. I'm sure many
families have benefitted from the amazing food that has been cooked this week - the apple crumble
looked and smelled amazing. 

As a reminder, please can we ask parents to check balances on ParentPay to ensure that your child
has sufficient funds to be able to purchase their school lunch. 

The focus of this bulletin this week is mainly about achievement.   Last term we had such a huge
success in our sporting events at WSE, we wanted to make this newsletter a celebration of all the
sporting achievements. 

Features in this addition:

Wishing you all a restful weekend.

Mrs L Henderson
Headteacher  

 Message for Parents and Carers
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Thank you for the feedback we received in the survey link before half term. 

Communication with families is really important to us, and with changes in our systems this academic
year we know that we need to keep reflecting on how we can improve our communication with home. 

We would like to share the trends with you from the results of the survey. 

How we communicate to allow parents and carers to access information. 
Most parents (78%) indicated that Classcharts is the most convenient way of accessing information. 
Email and our school website were the two other preferences. 

This term we are reviewing our website information and as part of our communication plan we will
consider how email will be used to communicate with parents. 

Does the bulletin allow you to stay informed about school events and information?
97% responded YES. Some individual feedback included having an outline of what the bulletin
contains in the opening message. 

How regularly would you like to receive the family bulletin. 
This was an important question to determine whether our information is coming out too frequently. 
The majority of responses (79%) want to continue with a weekly newsletter. 

Would parents or carers be interested in joining either a school - parent focus group or a PTA
group?
Thank you to those parents and carers that have expressed an interest.  Mr Burley will be in touch
with you next week.
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Communication
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Our fantastic students have collectively been awarded 
52,000 reward points since the start of the academic year. 

 
Students continue to embrace our vision in the school, to be the best versions of themselves
they can be. Our messages at the start of term of high expectations have been really well
understood, asking students to commit to working hard in their stretch zone and committing
to excel and overcoming hard challenges in their learning. On a personal level, we want to
see and hear happy children that are polite, and supportive of each other and their
community. 

We hope as parents and carers that you are enjoying reading in class charts about your
child's achievements, and recognising the different skills, both academic and personal that
they are being recognised for. 

The top categories for achievement are:

Excellent classwork - 14,654  (26%)
Effort / Commitment to learning - 11,543 (21%)

Many students are being recognised for their wider skills. Almost 4000 reward points have
been issued for students contributing to class discussions, sharing ideas and influencing the
success of everyone's learning.  

Over 3000 award points have been issued as a Tutor Award, and 1722 rewards points have
been issued for a Star Student - this is brilliant.  

 

 

Rewards Update 



Tuesday 22nd November for students in 7CRo, 7DBy, 7DCo, 7EGe, 7GSa 

Thursday 24th November for students in 7JHa, 7JHp, 7KBo, 7RHo, 7RMa 

Parents’ evenings at Wyvern St Edmund’s are conducted online using a platform called SchoolCloud
(the link is always available via the Quick Links tab on our school website). We will send you a letter
next week with information about how to log into SchoolCloud and book appointments. 

Booking for both parents’ evenings opens on Monday 14th November at 5pm.  

When meeting with teachers, you will have the opportunity to discuss your child’s progress and how to
support them at home. If you have any difficulties making appointments, or would like to request an
appointment with our SENDCo (Mrs Rideout) or Head of Year 7 (Mrs Stavely), please contact Mrs
James: vjames@wyvernstds.org 

This evening will provide Year 7 parents with the opportunity of knowing how well their child has
settled at school and how they are developing across their curriculum. 
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 Year 7 Parents’ Evenings 

mailto:vjames@wyvernstds.org


Art
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Here at Wyvern St Edmund’s student and staff wellbeing is a priority.  Term 1 was a busy one with lots
of new changes and events, so it was important to rest and recharge over the half term break! Here
we are in term 2 ready and raring to go.  Outside play is beneficial for children and adults! Since the
introduction of the Yondr pouch we have seen a rise in student’s taking advantage of the beautiful
school fields and communal areas as well as talking and interacting with each other more. We have
also noticed them being more aware of their surroundings and finding more time to make new
friends. Being embraced by nature is a powerful experience, students have expressed that just by
taking a simple walk across the field can wash away any stresses or worries in the day. 

Students were invited to read some health and wellbeing advice in their PSHE homework booklets last
term. Year 11s discussed exam pressures and the impact stress can have on your body. Also how poor
mental health can lead to gambling and other addictions. All year groups celebrated world mental
health week and took part in worship, as well as wearing yellow for Young Minds to show support for
those young people that may need help and support for their mental health both now and in the
future. 

Over the next few months in PSHE we are asking…Why is it so important to make informed choices
about your lifestyle? How can ‘good’ choices promote your well-being? How can ‘bad’ choices affect
your lifestyle? We will also be discovering what positive wellbeing might look like in someone’s life and
in different relationships and discussing a range of healthy and unhealthy habits we might have e.g.
spending too long on screen! 

Wellbeing top tip: Switch off technology/phones at least one hour before bed to avoid stimulation
from the blue-light emitting from technology.
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Whilst we have a comprehensive network of
support within school there is also plenty of
support, advice and further reading available
online for parents and carers and for our students.
All websites and links can be found on our school
website https://www.wyvernsteds.org/71/online-
advice-and-support

Student Wellbeing

https://www.wyvernsteds.org/71/online-advice-and-support
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Healthy lifestyles
There are many different reasons why you and your son /daughter should take part in physical
activity, the main one being, it helps mental health. So how does it help?

Improves Mood: Studies show that physical activity has a positive impact on our mood. One study
asked people to rate their mood after a period of exercise (i.e. walking or gardening) and after
inactivity (i.e. reading a book). Researchers found that people felt more awake, calmer and more
content after physical activity.

Reduces Stress: Being regularly active is shown to have a beneficial impact on alleviating stress. It can
help manage stressful lifestyles and can help us make better decisions when under pressure.
Research on working adult’s shows that active people tend to have lower stress rates compared to
those who are less active.

Increased Self Esteem: Physical activity has a big impact on our self-esteem – that’s how we feel
about ourselves and our perceived self-worth. This is a key indicator of mental wellbeing. People with
improved self-esteem can cope better with stress and improves relationships with others.

Depression and Anxiety: Exercise has been described as a “wonder drug” in preventing and
managing mental health and many GPs now prescribe physical activity for depression, either on its
own or together with other treatments. It’s effective at both preventing onset of depression and
managing symptoms.

So the message is clear. Please get out there and participate!



As the newly appointed Director of Sport across WSE Academy and S6C, Mr Jones has been
tasked with creating a first class sporting experience for students at WSE and at S6C, our
sister academy. It is the ambition of both academies to compete and perform at the highest
levels in all sports offered. We want to extend the offer of sport courses to ensure we retain
our academic / sporting superstars in MLP. Therefore, from Sept 2023 we will be offering ‘A’
level PE at S6C. This will be an additional course to the popular courses we already offer.

Being part of a Sport Academy will also mean the student will join the WSE / S6C Elite
Performance Programme. This will be made up of 6th Form sports students, and students
from WSE who are competing at county level, be part of a professional academy, have a
national ranking or a black belt in a martial arts. Being part of the Elite performance
programme will provide students with enrichment opportunities, such as listening to
presentations from professionals in the world of sport including nutritionists,
physiotherapists, personal trainers and athletes, visiting top sports universities and team
building trips to increase team cohesion. We are working tirelessly behind the scenes to make
sure the student’s experience of sport and academic PE at WSE and S6C is as outstanding as it
could be!
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WSE/ S6C Sport



Wow what a term for sports at Wyvern St Edmund’s. We have seen some amazing success from our
sports teams since the start of the academic year and the participation rate is incredible. Every
evening after school there is just a sea of energetic, enthusiastic, focused individuals tearing up the
playing fields or dominating the hard courts. Term 1 round up. 

Year 7 Boys football
Two fixtures so far this year, a 3-0 away win at Trafalgar school inspired by an early penalty save from
Ewan PS playing in his first competitive football fixture having been spotted as a keen ball handler in
core PE. Two goals from Alfie E and a comfortable victory inspired by our Year 7 captain fantastic,
Finlay .
Our second fixture came at home in the ESFA cup against Wellington School. Despite a dominating
performance throughout the game turned into a rollercoaster, one up through Tom H only to be
pegged back to one all, a thunder bolt from Alex  to make it 2-1, only for Wellington to equalise with 10
minutes remaining. The dominance paid off as Tom H snatched his second of the game with a
composed and clinical finish. Into the hat round three.

Year 11 boys football team - Year 11's have played 3 fixtures so far this year and have won all three.
Because of this they have progressed to the second round of the National Cup, Wiltshire Cup and the
Salisbury Cup. It is still very early on in the season, but they have played well together as a team and
the commitment to training is better than it has been in any other year. I am hopeful that they will
have success in all competitions they are entered into this year and look forward to seeing how well
they progress. 

Year 7 girls netball team were selected to attend a Welcome to Netball Coaching and Game Play
afternoon at South Wilts Grammar School. Ten teams from six local schools participated in the
afternoon that involved coaching and then plenty of game play. The coaching sessions were run by the
members of staff from each school and all the students were split into mixed groups to rotate around
the coaching sessions that all focussed on a different aspect of Netball, from footwork to shooting to
defending. The skill development from the WSE students was fantastic and all benefited greatly from
the specialist coaching sessions provided. After the coaching the students gt the opportunity to put
their newly developed skills to the test with tournament style game play. 

The games were all about applying the skills they had
 just learnt so games were not scored, instead the 
focus was on getting the skills and rules learnt correct
 in game play. We played really well against the other 
teams, demonstrating the skills just learnt and what 
we have been learning at Netball Club. A fantastic 
afternoon of sport - well done to all those involved.
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Last Terms 
Sporting Sucesses
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Last Terms 
Sporting Sucesses

Year 10 and 11 netball teams - This year we have a focused, driven and competitive squad, which
has seen new players arriving giving the squad strength and depth in both year groups. Both teams
have played against Trafalgar, which led to a confident team performance, dominating in most areas
and periods of the game. Year 11s participated in the Salisbury Area Schools netball tournament but
narrowly missed out on qualification into the County tournament to South Wilts and Godolphin.
Although not the result we were hoping for, the students played some exceptional netball especially
as we have welcomed a number of new players into the team this season. Year 10s look forward to
their tournament after half term. We are excited to see these two teams play other schools later on in
the season. A massive shout out to the year 10 and 11 netball teams - particularly to Kisna, Evie, Chloe
and Olivia. 

Year 8 football boys had their first game of the season against Trafalgar. After dominating the ball in
the first half, the pressure finally took its toll on the opposition when Hayden S broke free and place a
great shot into the top corner. It was a lovely finish. We pushed for another before half time, but we
were not clinical. 
The second half followed a similar pattern dominating throughout. We never looked like conceding as
we maintained an organised defensive shape. Ollie W was excellent on his debut as centre back. In the
final 10 minutes Ollie H blasted a shot low and hard past their keeper. 
It was a very comfortable 2-0 win. 
Well done lads. 

Cross country - This term the cross country team have so far run 3 out 4 of the Salisbury Schools
cross country races, with the final race to be run at Wyvern St Edmund’s in November. We have seen
some monumental results with many of our runners achieving in the top 10 in all 3 races run so far. A
massive shout out to our all our runners in the cross country team who continue to train and work
hard every week showing dedication, commitment and drive to achieve big. 

U15 Boys Rugby have made a great start to the season winning their first game of Wessex league
beating Shaftsbury school 29-5 at home. They then went on to finish 2nd in the BWS invitational
tournament only narrowing losing to BWS A team. Standout performances this year so far from Tom
C, Evan S and Seb M.
Our next fixture in league is this half term against Gillingham school at home.

U12 Girls football
This team are an exciting prospect with two of the current squad playing for Saints fc, both Alice S and
Eva D represent their team in the JPL at weekends playing against boys' teams. Chloe B also plays for
Totton Fc which is also a good standard of football.

In the first game of the season, they beat SWGS 12-1 at home with Eva scoring 5 goals. The girls played
some lovely football, and the passing was slick and precise throughout the game. I think this team will
go far in the county cup this year, so fingers crossed.
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Last Terms 
Sporting Sucesses

U14 Boys Football - Wiltshire Cup – vs Matravers School
Our first fixture of the season saw us welcome Matravers School in the Wiltshire Cup. Spirits were high
and there were places to play for right up until the kick off.

That spirit carried on into the first half and after 5 minutes a loose ball was collected and then
carefully placed over the opposition centre backs for Jed S to latch onto with a composed finish. 1-0.
Not much longer and we were 2-0. Astyn R popped up at the back post and expertly converted yet
another loose ball into a well-protected net.

Our heads were high but maybe the moment was too much and we quickly were brought to 2-2. Two
long balls were played through the middle on both occasions and their electric striker too advantage
of our complacency and made us sit up in our seats. The local support fell silent.

Half time.

Before the dust had settled, Matravers had gone 3-2 up. This time a well worked move led to their
midfielder 1:1 in the box and finishing off the post. Heads did not dip and we did not waiver. WSE
responded with tackle after tackle, which the referee allowed to play on to keep the tempo of the
game. This worked in WSE’s favour and due to a tactical change Ed P galloped like a wild gazelle onto a
long ball, slipping past both centre backs and finished with what was possibly his shin, but we will take
that. 3-3.

The stage was set and after it got to the last ten minutes tensions were high. Come forth Jed S. A
clearance from our centre back Ollie C landed perfectly between both centre backs and fell on the deft
touch of Jed’s left foot. He burst into the box with both centre backs sandwiching him. This did not
affect his composure and as he drove towards the penalty spot he used the outside of his right boot to
guide the ball into the bottom right hand corner. 4-3. Matravers on their knees. WSE victorious. 
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This Terms 
Sporting Sucesses

U15 Boys Rugby:

This week the U15 Boys rugby team played another match in the Wessex League North. This time we
hosted a strong Gillingham School team. The match was hard fought in windy conditions and some
really tough tackling and great scrums from both teams. Evan controlled the game with some decisive
kicking into corners and JP with some great line out ball. The final result reflected the hard work at the
breakdown with WSE winning 26-7 as the final result.

POM: Bradley S and Andrew B

U16 Boys Rugby:

This term the Salisbury Schools Barbarians team have a fixture on the 17th of November VS Daunsteys
School. The barbarians have been selected as 'strong players' from Salisbury schools to represent the
area. We have a number of boys from yr. 10/11 going from WSE which is a great achievement. The
boys will also then be given a post-match meal by the hosts. The boys selected are:

Christian B
Alex DM
Luke G
Junior M
Seb M
Tom C
Evan S
Joe T



GENEROSITY RESPECT ASPIRATION COURAGE EMPATHY

Year 11 English 
Theatre Trip 

On Wednesday, 126 Year Eleven students spent the evening at The Mayflower Theatre watching An
Inspector Calls. Year Eleven embraced the opportunity for a wonderful, enriching experience and
behaved impeccably throughout. Despite the rain, we arrived suited and booted for our exciting
evening.  
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Charity News 
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Let us pray for all who suffer as a result of
conflict, and ask that God may give us
peace:

for the service men and women who have
died in the violence of war, each one
remembered by and known to God;

for those who love them in death as in life,
offering the distress of our grief and the
sadness of our loss;

for all members of the armed forces who
are in danger this day, remembering
family, friends and all who pray for their
safe return;

for peace-makers and peace-keepers, who
seek to keep this world secure and free;

May God give peace.

Amen

PRAYER FOR THIS WEEK 
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