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What are we talking about this week?

CHRISTMAS
For a child will be born to us, a son will be given

to us; and the government will rest on His
shoulders; and His name will be called

Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Eternal
Father, Prince of Peace. 

Isaiah 9:6



Homework,  Rewards and Attendance update
Lost property and sports kit
Christmas Events 
End of Term Arrangements
Student success,  Activities Week and Trips
Health Guidance 
Support for families
Vacancies

Dear Parents and Carers,

With one more week to go until the end of the school term, we realise these last weeks are often filled with a
mixture of excitement and tiredness for students and staff. We thank you for your encouragement on these dark
mornings to get your children up and raring to go, and ready to learn.  Earlier this week we sent a message to you
regarding the increase of scarlet fever and strep A and the guidance we have been given to support our children. 
 Often at this time of year students pick up sickness bugs, but there are also many general cold and flu bugs
circulating around. There is a note further in the bulletin listing when you child should and should not be kept off
school. Please do read this guidance from the Department of Health. 

Thank you to all students and staff who took part in Christmas Jumper Day at school today and raised money for
our Trust Charity 'Save the Children'.  There were so many amazing jumpers on display and we were even joined by
a Christmas elf! It really has started to feel that the Christmas Spirit has arrived.  There is still time to donate via the
Just Giving page for Save the Children click here or you can text your donations to 700500 using the codes:
WSEXMAS2 (£2), WSEXMAS5 (£5) or WSEXMAS10 (£10) 

Today was the start of our Christmas Dinner celebrations for year 7, enjoying the company of friends, listening to
Christmas music and being served by the staff.  We look forward to serving the other year groups next week and
sharing with you some of those festive images. 

We have been informed that some of our uniform supplies have had to increase their prices over the coming
months, due to the current economic climate, and reasons beyond their control.  Our sports kit supplier
Monkhouse will have to raise their prices by 9%, which of course will have an impact in an already economically
tight situation for all families.  With this in mind, the first meeting of the PTA will be on the Tuesday 10th January at
6pm and one of the first focus areas will be to explore the viability and organisation of a second hand uniform
shop.  If you would like to be part the PTA there is still the opportunity to join, please do message Mr Burley,
Deputy Head on bburley@wyvernsteds.org. An article about lost property including clothing we want to
successfully return to their owners is featured in the bulletin. 
 
Please can I remind parents that they should not be entering the school grounds to drop or pick up their children at
the start of end of the day. We need to ensure our students are safe on our grounds when they enter and leave the
school buildings and parents driving on site creates an increased volume of traffic at an already busy time. 

Our featured articles in this week's bulletin are:

Wishing you all a restful and enjoyable weekend.
Mrs L Henderson
Headteacher  

 Message for Parents and Carers
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https://christmas.savethechildren.org.uk/fundraising/emily-wells-christmas-jumper-day
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 Rewards Update 
The Big Celebration Assemblies are almost upon us! Who has the highest points?
Which Tutor Group was best in year? Who’ll get the Tutor nomination for
displaying school values? Who’ll get the Head of Year award for outstanding
contribution? 

Not long until we find out!...
 

Thank you to parents/carers that are using Class Charts to report absence. Please do be
advised that the school’s acknowledgement of an absence message does not
automatically authorise the absence. 

 

Reporting Absences 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Homework 
Thank you for taking the time to watch our first Teaching and Learning briefing
on homework and for completing the feedback survey. If you haven't had
chance to watch the briefing, you can find it here:
https://www.loom.com/share/91e69562414e49cbb7aad371bdfb3f07  

We want to ensure that all of our students have a good rest over Christmas and
come back to us in January fresh and ready to engage with their learning. It's
also important that our students and you, their family, are able to prioritise
spending time with each other. Consequently, teachers will not be setting any
homework for students to complete over the Christmas period. The only
exception to this will be the provision of revision materials for year 11 PE
Cambridge National students who will be undertaking their external exam on
the 10th of January.

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

https://www.loom.com/share/91e69562414e49cbb7aad371bdfb3f07
https://www.loom.com/share/91e69562414e49cbb7aad371bdfb3f07
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Lost Property

Over the course of this term we have had a number of pieces of clothing and equipment
handed in to Student Reception. If an item is labelled, we make contact with the students' tutor
to inform them that it is waiting to be collected. On most occasions this is successful.
Occasionally a student does not collect equipment despite a number of reminders.  

Unfortunately, we  have a large number of items with no name label, making it really hard to
get the clothing and equipment back to the right student. We are certain this must cause a
frustration to parents, who do not want to be in a position to have to replace uniform. 

From next term, our student reception team will use class charts to send a message to parents
for any equipment that we identify that is your child's. We will also inform the tutor, but will ask
you to check with your child that they have collected the lost clothing.  We actively encourage
all families to check labels over Christmas and relabel all clothing that cannot be identified.  

Next week we will place all our lost property in Student Reception for parents to call in
during the week and look for missing items. We have a large number of coats, blazers,
school shoes and trainers, PE tops as well as watches, jewellery, water bottles, pencil cases and
lunchboxes.  

Sports Kit
Please ensure that student are wearing sports kit appropriate to the weather conditions. The
weather recently has been very cold and students need to be wearing plain navy tracksuit
bottoms and a plain navy sports top (no hoods) or fleece over their t-shirts and shorts, or
students can wear black, white or navy skins under their t-shirts and shorts.  Woolly hats can
also been worn in the cold weather and for some sports, gloves can be worn. 

In the icy conditions trainers must be worn, but at all other times for field sports, football boots
must be worn. 

If you have an queries please visit the uniform section of our website Uniform - Wyvern St
Edmund's (wyvernsteds.org) , thank you for your continued support.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

https://www.wyvernsteds.org/46/uniform
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Christmas Carol Service 
This year's Christmas Carol Service will take 
place on Wednesday 14th December 7pm,
at St Thomas' Church. It should be another 
wonderful evening of song and music.

Families are very welcome to attend.

Christmas Lunch 

Candy Canes 
Senior Prefects will be selling candy canes for students to purchase at breaktimes
from room O1.4 in the Bourne Building, starting this week until Thursday 15th
December.  The cost is 25p or 5 for £1 and the prefects will deliver them to tutor time
the following day.  All money raised will go to the school charity. 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



End of Term

We look forward to welcoming students back on 
Tuesday 3rd January 2023

     The last day of term is Friday 16th December

This will be a half day, school will be finishing for all
students at 12:50pm

Shuttle buses are arranged for 12.50pm  

End of Term 
Arrangements 
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A reminder that we have launched our Activities Week Brochure for July 2023. You will have
received the information for this on Class Charts. 

The brochure can be viewed here - https://www.wyvernsteds.org/637/activities-week

The booking form can be accessed here - 
Booking Form

Please ensure the booking form is complete by 
the deadline date, Sunday 11th December 
to ensure your child’s options are considered 
in the first allocations. 

Real Madrid
France
Spain
Azores

We have had one space become available on the Real Madrid Trip in March 2023. If you
are interested in this space for your child, please contact- ewells@wyvernsteds.org

Please ensure all paperwork for the following residential trips has now been returned:

Battlefields paperwork is due to be returned after the Christmas break. 

Please login to your ParentPay account to ensure all payments are up to date. 

Student Success  
Hester in year 9, is collecting for Salisbury Foodbank as her activity for her
Volunteering section for the 
Bronze DofE Award. 

She arranged an event on Saturday 
and delivered this amazing amount 
of donations to Salisbury Foodbank
 this morning.  
What a brilliant contribution.

Trips  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Activities Week  

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wyvernsteds.org%2F637%2Factivities-week&data=05%7C01%7Cheadspa%40wyvernsteds.org%7C1fdf82b90e0b40ae7f0908dad86311fd%7C3aa7bc95351e4e3db51ab211351588d1%7C0%7C0%7C638060217251199326%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nqYTGnmD65FnA7d0oBKDsYG3h4XY%2BhDKexAdoeY%2Fjdw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3DlbynOh41PU61GrIRNRWI0RYt-DUhFJ1IhSp3JIO3vmtUOEpMUEgzMEQwUUxBQVBTUFE2TjcyUzE1My4u&data=05%7C01%7Cheadspa%40wyvernsteds.org%7C1fdf82b90e0b40ae7f0908dad86311fd%7C3aa7bc95351e4e3db51ab211351588d1%7C0%7C0%7C638060217251199326%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qeyJ%2FeZfAysO6Rup4qcT54xLZEBYVmIegzdFcILHOHQ%3D&reserved=0
mailto:ewells@wyvernsteds.org




Recruitment
Please see our Vacancies page for an application pack and details of how to
apply.

If you would like to find out more about any of these roles, please contact 
Mrs Ure, Operations Manager:  01722 328565.

Support for Families
As the cost of living continues to increase, especially for food and fuel, Wiltshire
Council have taken the decision to extend the reach of the Household Support
Fund for 2022/23.  This fund is distributed through small payments to support
vulnerable households to meet daily needs such as food, clothing, and utilities.

If you are on a low-income (a combined family income of under £25k), not
eligible for free school meals and are facing financial hardship due to the
higher cost of living, please complete the online form if you wish to be
considered for a discretionary payment.  Deadline for responses is 12pm
Wednesday 14th December.   All payments will be in the form of supermarket
vouchers.

Further information is available via the letter on our website which will be
distributed via Class Charts.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

https://www.wyvernsteds.org/223/vacancies
https://forms.office.com/e/FNZzLpH6NR
https://www.wyvernsteds.org/77/letters-home


A CHRISTMAS THOUGHT
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‘Waiting for a train to go or a bus to come

Or a plane to go or the mail to come
Or the rain to go or the phone to ring

Or the snow to snow or waiting around for a yes or no
Or waiting for their hair to grow

 
Everyone is just waiting.’

'The waiting place' by Dr Seuss

 We’re in the season of waiting. Waiting in a queue while shopping. Waiting for the
end of term. Waiting for a visitor to come. And while we queue, we have a chance
to think. And while we wait, we have time to prepare. And while we wait, we think

about our visitor, what they mean to us.
 

 Advent is a season of waiting. And while we wait for Christmas to creep nearer,
we think about … Our lives… Our beliefs… Our belonging.

 
 There’s an old carol called ‘O Come O Come Emmanuel’. Perhaps you know it? 

 This writer is waiting and longs to meet the coming Christmas visitor. 
 He gives Jesus many names; names that include different ways of describing

him. 
 One of them is ‘Dayspring’, or ‘sunrise’.

 This time of year, I begin my drive to school in the dark. I have to have my
headlights on and take care for deer on the road. Gradually I can make out the

shape of trees and hedges, and then... a long bright streak of orange on the
horizon. 

And suddenly I can see!
The sun has risen!

Without light we stumble and fall. We become confused and can’t see the way to
go.

 The Dayspring, the sunrise, helps us to see things clearly, to make better
decisions, to live with purpose.

Something definitely, absolutely, worth waiting for.
 

Becky Ayers-Harris 
 Chaplain, Godolphin School  and WSE Governor


