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Welcome back to 2021, a year in which, as the song says, 

‘things can only get better’. My apologies for the late 

delivery of this term’s newsletter to you all; I’m sure you 

will understand though that over the last few days we 

have had to, once again, react to a fast changing situation 

in education.  

 

New arrangements and remote learning 

As ever, our school and college leaders have been 

wonderful, as have our staff across the Trust. We have 

put into place learning programmes for the children and 

young people which will secure their continued progress 

as we work through this lockdown period. Our aim is to 

do all we can to ensure that, by the time they all return 

to school and college, no pupil or student will have lost 

ground in their learning. What this means is that in our 

primary schools, children will receive a minimum of three 

hours’ learning per day, four for Years 5 and 6 and at least 

four hours per day for all secondary and sixth form 

students with five or more hours for those in GCSE and A 

Level or equivalent groups. All children and young people 

will receive some live teaching, whether they are in a 

classroom or learning remotely and we have ensured 

that all year groups are taught their regular curriculum.  

 

We appreciate that it can be difficult, but we need you, 

as parents to help us. We need you to ensure that your 

sons and daughters work as they are expected to do by 

their teachers, just as though they were in class on a 

normal school day. We will support you to do this and 

aim to provide you either with the technology to support 

home learning, if you do not already have it, or offer your 

child a place in school. If we see no evidence of 

engagement from your child in their learning, we will be 

in contact with you. We would all prefer to have our 

children in front of us in the classroom, but given that it’s 

not possible at the moment, we want to provide the very 

best alternative.  

 

 

Please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s school or 

college if you need help; we will do all we can. 

  

Primary in-school provision 

I want to provide a note about our primary schools in the 

Trust. There has been much demand for critical worker 

provision in the schools and at the moment it looks like 

we will not necessarily be able to meet that demand. We 

have to have safety for our children and staff at the heart 

of our provision. The risk assessments for each school 

identify a maximum number we can have in school at any 

one time in order to retain distancing and safe practice. 

This is likely to be a number under half the roll of the 

school, so for a school of 200 pupils we would be able to 

offer not more than 100 places. Some of these places will 

be taken up by children with Education Health and Care 

Plans or those receiving support from other agencies. 

Headteachers are having to prioritise remaining 

places.  This will mean that parents who are NHS 

frontline workers are given first priority with second 

priority for other health and care workers and those in 

education. All other critical worker categories will be 

third in priority order. In addition, there may have to be 

decisions made regarding priority for families where 

there are two critical worker parents or single parent 

critical workers. It’s a really difficult balancing act for 

schools and we may need to offer places on a rota basis 

in the future. Please, if you possibly can, keep your child 

working at home. The curriculum is the same for all.  

 

SATs, GCSE and A Level Examinations 2021 

 

Yesterday we heard that public examinations, including 

SATs, are cancelled for 2021. The exception at the 

moment is vocational examination courses such as 

BTECs. Some subject areas in secondary schools and 

particularly at Sarum Academy sixth form and at S6C, 

have exams taking place over the coming week. In line 
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with government guidance, we have made these exams 

optional for students, but we do not yet know the full 

picture for assessment of these courses in the summer. 

We will ensure you are kept up to date when we know 

more.  

 

For GCSE and A-Level students, grades will be awarded 

based on teacher assessment. We welcome this move as 

we know our students well and are confident that we can 

use a robust and thorough process to ensure that all 

students achieve the grades they deserve, based on the 

work they have already completed and the work they are 

focussed on for the coming months. Every lesson counts! 

 

Above all, we will ensure that our children and young 

people are able to progress to the next stage of their 

education or pathway to employment smoothly and with 

minimal stress. We are continuing to support the last 

phase of applications to university for 2021, to make sure 

that every Year 11 has applied for at least one school or 

college place and to prepare for the transition of our Year 

6 children to secondary school.  

 

I confess to feeling as low earlier this week as I’ve felt 

during the whole lockdown; just as we were seeing our 

children and young people getting back into their stride 

and making up for lost learning earlier in the year, here 

we are again, almost back to square one. BUT, we are 

determined not to let it beat us. We know how to make 

remote learning work well. Let’s work together to keep 

our wonderful schools and college happy learning 

environments where children and young people flourish! 

 

Wishing you and your families a happy and healthy new 

year. 

 
 
 
Sarah Busby, Chief Executive Officer 

 
 
 

 
 
 
During term 2, we focused on our Archer value of 

Resilience. Children were challenged in a range of 

activities which really pushed them to keep going even 

when they found it difficult! Children in Year 3 learned 

about how to make pneumatic toys and worked hard to 

design some effective examples of this, which they 

enjoyed explaining to school leaders!  

 

 

 

 

 

 
We also saw great resilience and determination in our 

writing where the children engaged brilliantly in topics 

ranging from poetry to non-fiction pieces discussing 

issues such as ‘Should the Big Bad Wolf go to jail for his 

crimes’. Thank you to our great PCSOs for their help with 

this! 

 
We have celebrated two years of Callie being at the 

school with us! Many of the children have written 

advertisements for our school with Callie being one of 

the big positives of AAPS! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A sense of merriment was felt amongst the staff and 

children as the festive season was upon us and a busy 

term 2 came to a close. Despite the lack of live audiences, 

the Key Stage 1 children produced truly wonderful 

performances, which were recorded and shared via our 

online learning platform. Reception and Year 1 

entertained us with their joyful singing and Year 2 wowed 

us with their nativity performance. The older children 

thoroughly enjoyed watching the recordings in their 

classes on Christmas Jumper Day and were singing and 

clapping along! 

 

In the final week of term, a Christingle was made by every 

child in the school and our Christingle services were held 

by Reverend Kevin Martin.  

Bemerton St John 
Primary 

Amesbury Archer 
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During term 2 at Pembroke Park Primary School, staff 

received training in delivering Read Write Inc. - a Phonics 

Programme. Read Write Inc. programmes work because 

we get children’s brain ‘COGS’ working: 

 

Everything CONNECTS: children connect sounds with 

mnemonic pictures; words with their meanings; and 

stories with the sounds they know. They connect their 

own experiences to the stories they read and learn to lift 

the words off the page. Children learn ONE thing at a 

time and practise it until it becomes second nature. 

Interactive practice keeps children focused, and their 

capacity to learn develops exponentially. 

 

 

 

They learn at their GOLDILOCKS spot (not too easy, not 

too hard) with others at a similar challenge level. No time 

is wasted. Children remember what they learn by SAYING 

it out loud to a partner. If they can’t explain it, the 

teacher repeats it until they can. What’s more, our 

teachers are trained so they have capacity to show love 

for what they do. The more they love teaching, the more 

the children love learning. We can already see a big 

difference in Reading in EYFS and KS1. Our children in 

Years 3 and 4 are also getting support through Read 

Write Inc. and our older children are using a RWI 

resource called Fresh Start. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S6C Reverse Advent Calendar 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the beginning of December, Rebecca Anderson, 

Pastoral Lead, launched a reverse advent calendar in the 

College. Usually, advent calendars mean you take an item 

each day, with a reverse advent calendar, you give an 

item. Throughout December students and staff donated 

unopened food basics, food treats, toiletries, Christmas 

decorations or novelties, small gifts, seasonal food items, 

sanitary products, pet food, pet treats and other items 

that could be spared or bought and donated.  

 

Pastoral Lead, Rebecca Anderson says "Acts of kindness 

help our own mental health as well as helping those 

around us, so it's a win-win project!" 

 

Pembroke Park 

Salisbury 6th Form College 
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Vice-Principal, Louise Henderson, says “This year, we are 

facing a very different Christmas. Covid might deny some 

of us the family feasts of years past, but it won’t stop us 

spreading comfort and joy in the Salisbury community 

with our reverse advent calendar.  Covid-19 has put 

record numbers of families at risk of going hungry and we 

recognise the importance of service to our community 

and some festive cheer – to those in need.”   

 

Donations were shared out across food banks and 

homeless projects in the local area at the end of term. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It was another busy term for the School Council, which 

managed to continue to operate despite the restrictions 

in place and socially distanced meetings. We continue to 

work with ‘Surfers Against Sewage’ in our quest to 

become a single use, plastic-free school. Many of our 

objectives have been completed and our evidence logged 

on our online portal. Our next steps will be about making 

our changes, which is something that is still being 

discussed after our trash mob identified how we 

currently use single use plastic in the school.  

 

We have also been working with ‘The Iron Man’ charity 

organisation based in Frome, which use recycled foil crisp 

packets, transforming them into thermal blankets for 

homeless people, helping to keep many people warm in 

the colder months. In a relatively short space of time, we 

managed to collect hundreds of packets and in my 

absence, Mr Crossley and the School Council 

meticulously washed, dried and packaged the packets 

ready to send off.  

 

We also have a newly formed sub-committee within the 

School Council, again working with Mr Crossley, to 

achieve the Eco Schools award. 

 

A big thank you to all the members of the School Council 

and our school community in the work done so far this 

year.  

 

Mr Lawrence and the School Council Team 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The New Forest School is starting to feel a little more 

'normal'. Christmas Nativities, Carol concerts, Bubble 

parties and Christmas lunches have all happened. We 

even managed a Teams meeting with Father Christmas 

himself!   

 

During Term 2 the children were engrossed in their 

learning. The Year 5 and 6 children enjoyed learning 

about WWI and asked and answered lots of questions 

about the children who would have lived and attended 

school in the village at that time. They have looked at old 

pictures of the school, the school log books and other 

evidence from around the local area. They enjoyed 

looking at the 'Landford School' logbook and there is 

evidence of previous flu pandemics in 1968 - school 

closure and social distancing was the main control 

methods used back then. 

 

Year 4 children had a wonderful day being 

'Victorians'.  The day was a great success as they 

experienced the teaching of the 'three Rs', eating gruel, 

standing for the Head Mistress every time she appeared 

and writing in 'copper plate'. It was a great day and the 

children loved it. The outcome from this was an amazing 

piece of diary writing - inspiring teaching! 

 

Sarum Academy 
 

The New Forest School 
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At KS1 the children have loved learning their lines and 

songs for the Nativity. This highlights how important the 

spoken word and drama helps build confidence and 

language skills. The Year 2 children boldly and confidently 

spoke their lines and supported each other with kind 

words and positive encouragement.  

 

The EYFS classroom is a place of joy. Not just because the 

children are delightful but they are the foundation of our 

school. The progress they made during Term 2 was 

amazing. It is a privilege to be part of the start of their 

learning journey; they have such a passion for everything 

- it is infectious! 

 

As a school, we raised money for several charities during 

Term 2. We started the term by supporting the British 

Legion and Remembrance Day followed by Children in 

Need where the children came to school all spotty! At 

Christmas we supported the Trussell Trust by donating 

presents to children who spent the Christmas period in 

hospital. This work is key to our vision of ‘Learning 

together through Friendship and Faith’ and we are 

extremely proud of the way the children involve 

themselves in supporting others.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we start the New Year, we live our school value of 

'Hope' that 2021 will bring normality for us all. The future 

is bright. 

 

 

 

 

 

Anti-Bullying Week 2020 saw the launch of the Trafalgar 

School Anti Bullying Ambassadors. At Trafalgar, we 

continually look for new ways to support students and 

give them ways to help each other and live the Trafalgar 

School values. This group of 25 students from all years 

have started their year by writing their own anti bullying 

charter which will be displayed across the school and 

remind everyone how they need to behave towards each 

other. They will also be launching an email helpline in 

January and looking for new and innovative ways to get 

the anti-bullying messages out across the school 

community. They have all been trained by Mrs Faulkner 

in school but will also be attending the Diana Award 

training when it relaunches in the New Year. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
A huge well done to Tamsy B, Year 8 and Lydia D, Year 7 

who produced the fabulous winning designs in the 

Christmas Card competition. 

 

Their designs were printed into cards and they received 

a pack to send to their friends and relatives as well as a 

well-deserved chocolate treat! 

 
 
 

The Trafalgar School 

Wyvern St Edmund’s 
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Student Leadership News 

Our recently appointed Senior Students and their 

Deputies have made a great start in their roles.  They 

have been meeting with senior staff to represent student 

ideas about rewards and working on plans for a review.  

 

The Senior Students and 30 other prefects including 

House and Sports Captains have received Anti-Bullying 

Ambassador and leadership training. Making full use of 

our new Outdoor Learning spaces, they also undertook a 

range of team building activities. We are so fortunate to 

have such passionate and committed students who are 

proud of their school and want to leave a legacy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Curriculum News 

 

We have this year introduced the Arts Awards in to the 

Drama curriculum. 

 

Students working towards their Arts Bronze Award 

presented their research on artists who have inspired 

them, looking at their careers and the impact they have 

had. 

 

Inspirational artists included; Miles Davis (Jazz Musician), 

Lin Manuel Miranda (Composer, singer, actor), Alan 

Brooking (advertising art director). 

Alice E-B presents her inspiration here. 

 

 

 

 

 

New 3G Pitch  

 

We are delighted to tell you that our Trust has been 

successful in its application for grant funding from the 

Football Foundation to support the construction of a 3G 

pitch at Sarum Academy.  This will consist of: 

 

 1 x 3G full size pitch 

 Fencing around the perimeter 

 Floodlighting 

 Spectator area 

The Football Foundation anticipates over 1300 users, in 

addition to the students of our Trust. 

 

At this time of pandemic, it is important to invest in the 

health and well-being of as many of the local population 

as possible.  We feel that this great facility will provide 

that opportunity. 

Other News 
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We now need to raise a total of £176,000 to make the 

project a reality. 

 

 
 

 

Salisbury Monopoly 

 

We have been very grateful to receive a large number of 

Salisbury Monopoly games. These were donated by Tom 

Liddell, the CEO of Winning Moves, known for games 

including Top Trumps and Monopoly. We have been able 

to give every school and college a box of these games and 

have heard that there has been much enjoyment of them 

over Christmas. Some of the board games have been kept 

in schools; we’ll look forward to the time when safety 

allows us to make good use of them in games clubs and 

at lunchtimes.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

‘Save the Children’ Christmas Jumper Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We made 11th December our MLP Charity Day and are 

pleased to announce that we raised a total of £3,271.33 

for this great cause. Thank you to everyone who wore 

their Christmas jumpers to school and contributed to the 

total. A special thank you to Lisa Costley, a Sarum 

Academy parent, who donated half her Salisbury Hospice 

lottery winnings to the charity pot, totalling £175! 

 

 

 

 

 


