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Welcome to the new academic year. I hope you have all enjoyed a good summer break and

that your sons and daughters are looking forward to the start of term. 

I want to offer a particularly warm welcome to all families joining us for the first time in a

Magna Learning Partnership Academy. Whether you have a child starting at nursery or in

reception for the first time, a new Year 7 student in your family or a young person embarking

on 6th form education, we are delighted that you are joining us. We also welcome pupils

and students joining in other year groups in the academies – there are many of you too. To

all of you, we hope that you will be happy and will flourish through your educational journey

with us. 

At this time of year, of course, we look back on and celebrate the successes of our pupils

and students who have completed an important stage in their education and are moving on

to the next. At the top of the tree are the Year 13 students now looking forward to starting

university, apprenticeships and taking other opportunities. This year an even higher

proportion than in recent years of our young people studying at S6C and at Sarum Academy

have achieved places at Russell Group (top flight) Universities and significant achievements

range from Oxford University to study History to midwifery at Plymouth (a hard course to get

on as an 18-year-old) and to a prestigious apprenticeship in a technological company. 

Similarly, at GCSE there have been some tremendous achievements this year and results

days for both post 16 and GCSE courses saw some very happy smiling faces, from students

and parents alike. Well done to everyone, through a year that has been more challenging

than any of us could have imagined. 

Enabling a world of freedom, opportunity and fulfilment
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Over the summer there has been some pretty major building and refurbishment work going on in

all our academies. As a Trust we now receive an annual sum of money from the Education Skills

Funding Agency specifically for capital spends. This allows us to prioritise projects and

unsurprisingly, these are usually linked to health and safety and safeguarding priorities. In

addition, we have received some Diocese funds which has prompted the transformation of the

Key Stage 1 site at The New Forest Primary School. A brand new building with two super

classrooms has replaced elderly mobile classrooms and there has also been major works to

the grounds. From next week we are excited to welcome the first children into the nursery

class at The New Forest Primary School as the local pre-school transitions into the Trust. A

warm welcome to all staff, children and their families. 

We have also had a vast amount of redecoration over the holidays so in every school there will

be some fresh looking rooms and communal areas. There has also been investment into

specific student facilities such as toilets at The Trafalgar School. At S6C new doors from

reception into the atrium transform the entrance; we were glad to be able to achieve this

improvement as the college is currently covered in scaffolding whilst the render to the building

is renewed and repainted. It is, of course, business as usual while these works are going on and

the same is true at Wyvern St Edmund’s where a major refurbishment of student changing

facilities for PE will start this term. 

As well as improving facilities, we are also of course, reviewing practices in relation to Covid

safety. As you are aware, the requirement for ‘bubbles’, masks, contact tracing and other

specific precautions in schools and the college has now been relaxed, but given that a rise in

Covid cases is predicted as schools return, we will continue to exercise appropriate vigilance,

whilst accepting that some children and young people will catch Covid during the coming

months. Risk assessments for all academies have been reviewed and these will be available on

websites by the start of next week. The Department for Education has asked that remote

working arrangements are in place for pupils and students having to isolate owing to a Covid

infection. Your child’s academy will be in touch with more specific information, but please

ensure that your child attends school or college at all times assuming they are well. 

Enabling a world of freedom, opportunity and fulfilment
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Whilst much of this activity was going on, we hosted three summer schools, one in each of the

secondary schools. We invited all new Year 7 students to join for the week and the take up was

tremendous, at around 85% of the 570 children starting this week. I am very proud that we have

run these schools as not all Wiltshire secondary schools chose to do so. There is no doubt

that, in the absence of a full transition programme for Year 6 to 7 in the summer term, that this

week provided a great opportunity for new friendships to be formed and for familiarity with the

new school to be established. I am extremely grateful to the staff who led and ran these weeks

at Sarum, Wyvern St Edmund’s and Trafalgar and thank you to all parents who have fed back so

positively on the experience for their children. 

Enabling a world of freedom, opportunity and fulfilment

Finally, this term will see the start of a building project long awaited by football and sports

enthusiasts in the Salisbury area. Salisbury’s first 3G pitch is to be built at Sarum Academy.

With generous funding from the Football Foundation and contributions from the City Council,

the Trust Board of Magna Learning Partnership is providing the remaining financial support

necessary for the build to commence, hopefully later this month with completion aimed for the

new year. This will be a superb facility both for children and young people in our academies and

for clubs and groups across Salisbury. We are very excited about it!

I hope you and your sons and daughters have a good start to the new term and here’s to

another successful year for all our academies. 

Sarah Busby - Chief Executive Officer



Amesbury Archer

Ofsted

We were thrilled to finally receive our

well-deserved ‘Good’ judgement from

Ofsted. The children all rose to the

occasion magnificently and, at times, we

were willing them on with their answers

and secretly cheering when they gave

such amazing responses. They were

honest and open and the inspectors were

impressed with their behaviour and their

relationships with one another and with

staff. Year 6 - Bowman and Centurion 

We had a fantastic final term! The best event, of

course, was our amazing trip to Paultons Park! The

children had the chance to ride many different

rollercoasters with their friends as well as enjoy an

ice lolly in the sunshine! It was a brilliant day all

round and they were a real credit to the school.

The children have also enjoyed making money

containers in D.T. They planned, designed, made and

evaluated their own purses, learning some really

useful skills along the way.

We celebrated Archer’s Day this term and the

children learned all about the Amesbury Archer and

the origins of the school’s class names.

Both classes enjoyed Sports Afternoon, taking part in

a variety of carousel activities such as penalties,

skipping and javelin. 

Our Art day had a photography theme. The children

loved using the iPads to take different selfies and

then recreate them through sketching. They also

created collages and explored facial expressions

through the study of ‘The Scream’.

Many children have also had the opportunity to meet

someone from or even visit their new school. We

have been preparing them for the transition to

secondary school. 

We would like to take this opportunity to wish our

Year 6s the very best of luck for their coming

adventure!

. 



Wiltshire Wildlife Trust Visit 

The whole school enjoyed bee-themed activity workshops provided by Wiltshire Wildlife

Trust on Friday, 9th July. We were fortunate to have this special event because Mrs Shield

donated a WWT voucher for the school to use as her leaving gift last year. 

Each class experienced a range of activities helping them become more informed about the

importance of bees within our environment: we played pollination games, created water

stations for bees and some made beeswax candles. It was a wonderful day - a big thank you

to Mrs Shield for her generous gift!

Bemerton St John

Sports Activities

This year, instead of a school Sports Day, we organised sports activities on two separate

days for KS1 and KS2. Both days were great and the children enjoyed taking part in different

activities. It was a real shame that the guidance on Covid restrictions didn’t allow us to invite

parents to the events. A big thank you to Ben Coombes and Jody Rivers for helping us make

the days successful. 

Bemerton MLP Award

Isabella from Wrens, Mason from Robins, Zayn from Swallows, Georgia from Kingfishers,

Belle from Woodpeckers and Zoe from Nightingales were all nominated by their classes to

receive Bemerton 's MLP Award this year. The overall winner was Belle who was voted for by

the staff as showing the school values and working hard all term. Well done Belle! 



Year 6 Leavers

It was an absolute joy to be able to say a proper goodbye to our Year 6 leavers of 2021.

We held a prom and a celebratory assembly to acknowledge their achievements at

Pembroke Park. Both events were supported by our PTFA. It was clear to see the pride,

excitement and character that our pupils show and the dedication that our staff have put

into their education. All pupils attended the celebratory assembly; after the bubble system

of lockdown, it rejuvenated our school community and created a positive buzz in every

class. The undiminished positivity, resilience and aspirations of these pupils set an

example to their peers.  It was a moment of reflection for everyone and one that we will

build on in September 2021. The vast majority of our pupils are going on to Magna Learning

Partnership Secondary schools and we look forward to hearing how they get on!  

Pembroke Park



Freshers' Day

On June 29th, S6C were excited to welcome prospective new students through the doors for

the first face to face Freshers ' Day since 2019. Although the event was staged under COVID

controlled measures, this did not dampen the atmosphere or excitement of both staff and

students at being able to meet teachers, look round the college, and make new friends.

Students were able to discuss their subject choices and undertake activities such as a 'Dragon 's

Den ' pitch in Business and practical experiments involving water daphnia in Biology. In Software

Design and Development students were tasked with coming up with concepts for new

technology which generated an impressive range of ideas such as robots for picking up all

forms of litter, technology to detect and remove plastic from the sea and apps monitoring

health and wellbeing. Current students also joined the day via virtual links to answer questions

about college life and why they had chosen S6C.  

 

It was lovely to see so many smiling faces and S6C is really looking forward to welcoming them

into our community in September. 

S6C

Dr Sally Tye (Humanities Faculty

lead), Rich Eno, Creative Faculty lead)

and Steve Price (Business) led a

cookery demonstration to students

on how to cook a cheap, nutritious

meal as a student. 



Sarum Academy

Salisbury Schools Art Exhibition

The eighth Salisbury School’s Art Exhibition and the first digital one, was held within the Salisbury

Library from 10th June – 25th June 2021. The theme 'From Small Acorns... ' was around sending out a

positive message about growth, nature, regeneration and the potential within young people. The real

artwork and more was on view at the Young Gallery, Salisbury Library. 

Sarum Academy was delighted that our Year 8 work featured in the exhibition. Students were inspired

by the work of Ian Fennelly and used mixed media to render landscape images.



The New Forest School

We recently held our first annual ‘New Forest School Mental Health Awareness’ Week. It just so

happened that it fitted in with the disappointment we all felt following the Euro ‘20 Final.  In

Collective Worship and within class time, we discussed the ability to 'bounce back '. We

discussed what is must have been like for the players and in particular to the racial abuse that

Marcus Rashford, Jadon Sancho and Bukayo Saka received following the finals. 

The children used their time in school to reflect on this and how friends, family, community, and

faith support us when we experience disappointment. We thought about part of Marcus

Rashford’s statement:

“The communities that always wrapped their arms around me continue to hold me up. I’m

Marcus Rashford, 23 years old, a black man from Withington and Wythenshawe, South

Manchester. If I have nothing else, I have that.”

The children were able to relate to this being part of our school family and that having each

other helps us cope with life’s struggles. 

In addition, the school council wrote to the Head Teacher because they wanted to raise money

for Place2Be - a mental health charity that works specifically with schools. They promoted a

'future me ' dress down day. We had vets, football players, strictly judges to name but a few - all

our children have clear aspirations to lead an exciting and fulfilling life. We are extremely proud

of our young people who feel passionate about good Mental Health - they raised £320 for

Place2Be!



The Trafalgar School

"

Boo!

We are very happy to have a school dog. She is a friendly, sensitive golden Labrador who we

believe will bring many benefits to behaviour and morale for students and staff.   Boo is the

responsibility of Jonathan Curtis (Headteacher) who has kindly agreed to share her with us.   She

will be part of reading and therapy sessions and looked after by properly trained staff

members. Her school ‘home’ will be Mr Curtis’ office when she is not taking part in lessons.

We hope that seeing Boo around school brings an extra smile to everyone’s day.



Wyvern St Edmund's

Unsolved Writing Competition

All Key Stage Three students at Wyvern St Edmund 's entered the nation Unsolved Writing

Competition with Young Writers. Students were tasked with writing a short story on the theme

of crime or mystery with the challenging limit of only 100 words. We were delighted to be told

that an outstanding 418 of our students have been selected to have their entry published as

part of the collection and will be in with a chance of winning one of the five £100 prizes and a

trophy. 

Seeing their work printed in a book is a fantastic opportunity for our students and we are very

proud of what they have achieved. 

In the Autumn Term we will hear if any of our students have been selected to win one of the five

main prizes and we are hoping to win The Young Writers ' Award of Excellence as a school

which comes with a book bundle for the school library.

Students from 7A2 with their certificates!


