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Welcome to Term 2 everyone. I hope you

enjoyed the half term break after what was a

very busy first period of the year. Writing this

from Sarum Academy, I can glance out of the

window and observe a hive of activity; the 3G

pitch for Salisbury is now under construction

and weather permitting, will be complete by

Christmas. The team has reached the point of

fencing and hard surface work. It now

shouldn’t be too long before we see the

playing surface laid. This project will benefit

our children and young people in MLP as well

as the wider community and we are excited

about the offer for our local football clubs. 

Across the academies in the trust we have seen a huge range of activity over the past term, with some

special events punctuating the term. At Pembroke Park a special tree planting ceremony heralded the

Queen’s Jubilee celebrations for 2022. We were delighted that Pembroke Park was chosen as the only

school in Wiltshire to receive a tree from the Queen’s Green Canopy project. The New Forest Primary

School formally opened the new KS1 building and nursery on the Landford site; it’s wonderful to see the

children all enjoying their learning there. 

We have also had cause for celebration through the

governance function in the Trust. Our Chair, Neil

Owen, was appointed as a National Leader of

Governance last month. He is one of only 50 NLGs

appointed across the country and he has gained

this role through a rigorous application and interview

process which in no small part recognises the

quality of his governance leadership in Magna

Learning Partnership over the past five years. As an

NLG, Neil will work with the Department for

Education to support other Trusts and schools to

secure effective governance. In addition, Carina

Sawyer, our Head of Governance, achieved the

National Governance Association’s Award for the

Outstanding Lead Governance Professional. She

received her award from Baroness Berridge in

September at a ceremony at the House of

Commons. We are rightly proud of both Neil and

Carina’s achievements. 
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Our three secondary schools were exceptionally busy last term with tours and events for prospective

parents. The final day for first round applications to secondary education was 31st October. We think it

highly likely that we will see oversubscription in our secondary schools again this year, but if you or

anyone you know has not yet applied for a secondary place, I would encourage swift action this term. The

application process can be accessed via Wiltshire Council’s website. We have also seen a significant

number of tours of primary schools over recent weeks. The deadline for applications is 15th January;

again it is important to apply on time to increase the chance of securing a place in a school of your

choice. Please visit our primary school websites in order to arrange tours of the schools during the

coming week; our Headteachers, staff and pupils will be delighted to welcome you. 

At S6C and at Sarum Academy the application process for post 16 students is open. Many students

attended open events before the half term break but there are other opportunities to see the provision in

the near future. For sixth form provision we encourage early application; both Sarum and S6C offer a

range of courses which lead to first class opportunities beyond the age of 18, from top universities to

prestigious apprenticeships, from access to vocational employment to highly academic study. 

Finally, the reason for us scheduling a Teacher Development Day at the start of this term is because we

hold our annual Trust Conference at this time of year. Ideally, we bring everyone together in one place for

a stimulating day of presentations, workshops and discussion groups based on Trust priorities, but owing

to the fact that we have over 500 staff in the Trust and the current Covid risks we decided to retain a

virtual approach for our conference this year. Much discussion has centred on children and young

people’s learning as we emerge from the pandemic; our priority for this year in the Trust is ensuring that

we do everything possible to support great progress and excellent attainment for all. 

This term, we hope for few interruptions in learning owing to Covid, we aim for high attendance for all and

excellent learning experiences every lesson of every day in all our academies. Here’s to a successful

term. Thank you, as always, for all that you do to support your children in their education. 

Sarah Busby 

Chief Executive Officer

(Sarah Busby reading with children at Pembroke Park Primary School)



Amesbury Archer

The new Reception children have all settled in really well. They have enjoyed making new friends and

had lots of fun playing and learning together.

We have focused on learning the story of ‘The 3 Little Pigs’ using a story map and actions. We got

wrapped up in sellotape and glue making pig puppets and worked in small groups to re-tell the story

using finger and hand puppets.

We also had a go at changing and innovating the story into ‘The 3 Little Penguins and the Polar Bear,’

or ‘The 3 Little Caterpillars and the Hedgehog.’

Learning new sounds in our phonics lessons has been very exciting, and we have already started to

read lots of words! We are looking forward to bringing home our first reading books next term.



Bemerton St John

European Day of Languages

On Friday 1st October, the whole school took

part in our European Day of Languages

celebration. All the children looked fantastic

dressed in the flag colours of the country they

were learning about. Throughout the day, the

children took part in a range of activities,

including: language learning, food tasting,

learning facts about the countries, producing

artwork and listening to native speaker visitors.

Thank you to all involved and to the parents who

volunteered to ensure this was a rich and

enjoyable experience for the children!

Poetry Week

Earlier in November, the whole school took part in

‘Poetry Week’ to recognise and celebrate

National Poetry Day, which took place on

Thursday, 7th November. During the week, the

children read and listened to well-known poems

and they were exposed to many different types

of poetry. All the children had an opportunity to

write their own poems during English lessons and

the teachers were very impressed by the quality

of these. On the Friday, all classes took part in an

assembly to share all the wonderful work created

throughout the week. It was brilliant to see the

children so engaged and enthusiastic about their

learning and we would like to thank Mrs Ford for

organising the week. 

Harvest Festival

 

We rounded off a term of looking at our school

value of Thankfulness with our Harvest Festival on

15th October. Nightingales class (Year 5) led the

service, which this year focused on being thankful

for the gift of water. Through science, song,

dance, PSHE and art we explored all aspects of

water from creation to our responsibilities for the

future. Our short drama retold the story of Jesus at

the well when he met a Samarian woman and

offered her the gift of Living Water. We, in turn,

offered up prayers of thankfulness for our drinking

water as well as our hope that we can refresh

others with hope and kindness in the spirit of Living

Water. Living out our school vision – ‘Through love

serve one another’ – our school community

donated a generous amount of food and toiletries

to The Trussell Trust Emergency Foodbank.

Nightingales also sent 31 bottles of water to ‘The

Fridge’ Trussell Trust Community Shop at St

Michael’s Church Bemerton. 

 

We would also like to take this opportunity to

express our thankfulness to the members of

Bemerton Parish who have kindly donated to

the cost of the Bibles for each Year 3 child. 



What a fantastic term we have had! The rebranding

of our Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) has

been incredibly successful and our “Pembroke

Pumpkins” have settled well into the new academic

year.

Our Launch and Landing days are providing an

exciting start and end to new topics. The children

have all enjoyed and shared some fantastic learning,

which has included Antarctica, The Ancient Greeks,

Natural Disasters and Magic!

Pembroke Park

Pembroke Park had the honour of welcoming the Lord-Lieutenant of Wiltshire, Mrs Sarah Rose Troughton

accompanied by Mr William Wyldbore-Smith, Vice Lord-Lieutenant of Wiltshire to the school on October

5th, together with the Mayor of Salisbury and other invited guests. The occasion was the planting of an oak

tree as part of the Queen's Green Canopy marking Her Majesty The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in June 2022.

All the children gathered on the field for a special tea party full of singing, poetry, speeches and cake and

our children buried two time capsules to be opened by future generations in 2071. It was a brilliant

afternoon and the children were amazing!



S6C

S6C Development Day 

As part of their College Programme, all students participate in three personal development days each

year to support their wider development alongside their academic studies. 

In October, S6C students had a Personal Development Day which was exploring mental health. The day

was organised by Rebecca Anderson our Pastoral Lead and was a packed day full of insightful talks and

opportunities for students to explore their Mental Health in more depth. 

In the afternoon, we had a number of activities on offer for students such as, knitting, mindfulness,

drumming and yoga as well as a series of talks on sleep, exam stress, using apps and gaming to

support mental health and how to support a friend in need. 

Thanks are due to the mental health support team (MHST), Dr Orla Baird from Salisbury District Hospital

and Kaya Drumming for sharing their expertise. 

As part of this Development Day, Year 13 students had the opportunity to focus on destinations, as well

as their mental health (as requested in their feedback last year through the Student Union). 

Year 13 students were able to meet with representatives from the University of Bath, the University of

Portsmouth and the University of Winchester to get feedback and advice on their university Personal

Statements. We also welcomed Careers Adviser Polly Wiggins in to conduct careers guidance

appointments with Year 13s. 



Sarum Academy

1Life 1Voice

Salisbury Diocese are currently running a large scale Stop Modern Slavery project in the hope that this will

open up discussion on the range of slavery issues that exist across the Diocese. Young people have been

creative in exploring the theme of modern slavery and have produced some wonderful artwork and reflective

thinking on this serious issue. The Art Exhibition was officially opened by Bishop Karen. 

We are delighted that some of the Sarum Academy art students participated in the 1Life 1Voice project with

their artwork currently being displayed at the Chapter House in the Cathedral. The exhibition was on display

in October so do visit the Chapter House if you can, it is a real privilege for our student work to be in the

same space as the Magna Carta.

 

A huge well done to Jess, Cerys, Kate, Scott, Jacamo and Luca. 



The New Forest School

Local history has been at the heart of learning for both KS1 and KS2 this term. The Year 2 children

have been discovering the fate of The Titanic and how the people all played their part in the

disaster. They visited Southampton's Sea City Museum and engaged in a range of activities to

help them understand the impact of the disaster on those people who were involved. Our local

church, St Peter's, documents this with a stone in memory of those who lost their lives. 

Year 5 and 6 have been investigating the rule of law and had an amazing trip to Salisbury

Cathedral. As a place of worship, we are always in awe, but the children also learnt about the

Magna Carta that is kept in the Chapter House. To supplement this work, we also had a visit from

our local MP, John Glen. The children were able to have a Q and A session with him to explore his

role at the Houses of Parliament and the impact he has on his constituents.

His visit was two-fold as it gave us an opportunity to share our very own local history. After 30

years, Nomansland Pre-school moved to join us at The New Forest School. We were so proud to

show him our new provision as well as the new classrooms at KS1. We hope this is the future of

many more children starting their education at our school.



The Trafalgar School

"

We had a hugely encouraging start to the academic year, ending Term 1 with a very high standard of

skills in our Great Big Bake Off, judged by the owners of local independent bakery & farm shop Stable

& Wick. Teaching has been inventive and energetic in all subjects including The Battle of Hastings in

History, island & mask making in English (Lord of the Flies) and 'delicious' dissection in Science. 

There was a successful seaside Geography trip and an Art trip to Kew Gardens as well as the DofE

selection weekend.

The PE teams and clubs also excelled, highlighting some great young talent in Y7.

It was impossible to narrow Head Students to just two so we have four and we awarded our first

Learning Support Prefects.

Term 2 promises to build on this as we welcome some new staff and encourage students to

participate in our many exciting co-curriculum options such as Dance, Self Defence, 'The Great Big

Picture' Photography competition and the School Concert. 

Our site team have worked hard through half term to ensure our building is looking better all the time

and have helped realise the vision for the sensory room to assist with the students who need a bit

more emotional support whilst in school.

The changing seasons always bring renewed energy which we are looking forward to harnessing within

our teaching environments.



Wyvern St Edmund's

We have had a great start to the year here at Wyvern St Edmund’s and have enjoyed being able to do

things that haven’t been possible for some time. It has been a real pleasure to see our students take

every opportunity to learn, grow and develop their talents in lessons; it has been a particular joy to see

them engaging in enriching experiences outside of the classroom this term from sports fixtures to

Geography field work and, of course, our whole school sponsored walk to Pitton.

 

Year 10 Art students were lucky enough to be invited to Salisbury Cathedral to take part in a bespoke

stone masonry workshop to learn about the role of a stone mason and the various tasks involved in the

upkeep and preservation of the cathedral. There was also a guided tour of the historical art and

architecture. 

At the end of term, author M A Bennet gave a fantastic talk to year 8 students. Students learned what

had inspired her to write her stories and had the opportunity to have their copy of her book ‘Tigers’

signed. In the afternoon of her visit, the Salisbury Schools' Book Award students also had the chance of

going to see M A Bennet when they joined other schools at Godolphin. 

Our year 11 GCSE Geography students were taken to Swanage to learn about different fieldwork

techniques. The sun was shining, the students were smiling and they were even able to enjoy some

chips on the beach whilst they were there. 


