
 

Generosity – Respect – Aspiration – Courage – Empathy 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Choosing your  
Year 10 and 11 Curriculum 

2022 - 2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YEAR 9 OPTIONS BOOKLET 



 

 KS4 Curriculum 2022-2024  2 
 

Contents Page 

Head of School’s Welcome 3 

The 2022-2024 curriculum 4 

Core Subjects   

English Language (GCSE) 6 

English Literature (GCSE) 6 

Mathematics (GCSE) 7 

Science (GCSE) 8 

Religious Studies  (GCSE) 9 

Curriculum Choices   

Art and Design (GCSE) 11 

Business Studies 12 

Computer Science (GCSE)  13 

Dance (GCSE or BTEC) 14 

Design & Technology  (GCSE) 15 

Design & Technology - Hospitality & Catering (V-CERT) 16 

Drama (GCSE) 17 

French (GCSE) 18 

Geography (GCSE) 19 

History (GCSE) 20 

Music (GCSE) 21 

Music (BTEC) 22 

Physical Education (GCSE) 23 

Physical Education (OCR Cambridge National) 24 

Spanish (GCSE) 25 

Travel & Tourism (BTEC) 26 

Useful Contacts 27 

Choices Form 28 

Online choices form link and QR code 29 



 

 KS4 Curriculum 2022-2024  3 
 

 

Dear Year 9 students  

  

 Throughout Year 7-9 (Key Stage 3) we have offered you a broad curriculum with a large range of 

subjects in order to help you develop a thorough academic understanding. This solid foundation of 

knowledge and understanding will provide you with a wealth of ideas which you will draw on 

throughout Key Stage 4 and indeed for the rest of your lives. The curriculum you have studied has 

also given you an opportunity to discover what you love and enjoy and where your talents lie.   

 As you approach Year 10, there is an opportunity for you to have a say in some of the subjects you 

will study throughout Key Stage 4 (Year 10-11). We still feel strongly that a broad curriculum is 

important in your senior years at school, but we also recognise that it is important to begin to 

specialise in the subjects that mean the most to you. In other words, the time has now come for 

you to make some important choices about the subjects you will study in Year 10 and 11.   

 At GCSE level, the government is keen for students to attain the “Ebacc” qualification—this means 

passing GCSEs in English literature/language, maths, science, geography or history and a 

language.  Lots of schools insist that their students take the full EBacc set of qualifications which 

includes a language GCSE. Here at WSE, we do not force students into taking the full range of Ebacc 

GCSE qualifications—however we do feel strongly that if a student has an aptitude and interest in 

the full EBacc range they should opt for those subjects.  In other words we would love you to choose 

to do the full Ebacc qualification, but you certainly won’t be forced into doing so!  

 As well as the core curriculum (see next page), you are being asked to express your interest in four 

additional subjects. Of these four choices you will be assigned three to study in Years 10 and 11. 

When choosing your subjects it is really important to think about which subjects you enjoy the most 

and pick them.  Try not to be influenced by what your friends are choosing or who your current 

teachers are as these things may change! It’s important to know that while you are making four 

choices you will only be assigned three of these choices to study in Years 10 and 11. We run the 

process like this because while we would love to accommodate everyone’s first choices sometimes 

it isn’t possible to run a course with low numbers or sometimes it isn’t safe or sensible to run classes 

with very large numbers of students. By choosing four subjects we will be able to select the best 

possible combinations of subjects which work for all students. For this reason your four choices 

must all be subjects you’d be happy to study for a further two years. 

If your parents/carers would like any further advice please do not hesitate to contact subject 

teachers, your tutor, your head of year Mrs Hayakawa, or Mr Martin (Assistant Head).  A list of 

useful contacts can be found towards the back of this booklet.  

  

To make your choices please complete the online form linked at the back of this booklet, or return 

your completed choices form to school.  The deadline for you to make your choices is Friday 4th 

March 2022. We will inform students of their assigned subjects no later than May 2022. Check 

the family bulletin for updates on when this will happen. 

 

Yours faithfully 

  
Bruce Burley  

Head of School  
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The 2022-2024 Curriculum 
  

Core Curriculum 
 

All students in Years 10 and 11 study a core curriculum of compulsory subjects.  This core curriculum 

is set out below:  
 

English  
GCSE English Language (examined in Year 10)   

and GCSE English Literature  

Mathematics  GCSE Mathematics  

Science  GCSE Science  

Religious Studies  GCSE RS (examined in Year 10)  

Physical Education  

All students will have recreational PE lessons.   
This is part of our commitment to ensuring good physical and mental 
health. Additionally, students can choose to study a qualification in 
PE in the Option blocks.  

 

Options Choices  
 

In addition to the core curriculum you will study a further three subjects.  Please see the table below 

which explains the available options.  You will choose one subject from Block A and one subject in 

each of blocks B, C and D. For each of your choices you must choose a subject you want to study for 

two more years. You will be assigned three of your four choices. 

 

 Subjects Choices 

Block A 

Computer Science 
French  
 Geography  
 History  
 Spanish 

You must choose one subject 

from this block 

Blocks B, C and D 

Art  
Business Studies 
Computer Science  
Dance  
Design & Technology  
Hospitality & Catering  
Drama  
French  
Geography  
History  
Music  
PE  
Spanish  
Travel & Tourism   

You must choose one subject in each of blocks B, 
C and D 
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GCSE in English Language / Literature 

 

Awarding Body:  AQA (2 GCSEs) 

 

 
The Course: 
 
The GCSE English Language course involves an exciting range of content, including the reading and 
writing of both fiction and non-fiction texts. Through discussion and detailed analysis you will 
explore and compare how writers harness the power of the written word to create meaning and 
try to entertain, inform or persuade their readers or audience. The course also involves a Spoken 
Language component. Although its assessment does not feed into the final grade a student will 
achieve, it is a key skill which the specification aims to develop within students, helping them in the 
future with their professional communication 
 
The GCSE English Literature course involves an in-depth study of both classic and modern texts. 
Students will study a Shakespeare text, a 19th Century Novel, 20th Century text, an anthology 
collection of poetry and a wider range of poetry to prepare for the unseen poetry element of the 
exam. Students do not have copies of the texts in their exams so will develop an excellent and 
comprehensive knowledge of the texts to support them which will be built through meticulous and 
rigorous study. Alongside their knowledge of the individual texts, students will develop an 
awareness and appreciation of the role literature has played throughout history in reflecting and 
providing commentary on society. 
 
What is the structure of the course? 
 
The Literature course will run across two years with assessment in Year 11, English Language is 
taught in Year 10 and assessed in Year 10. 
 
How will it be assessed? 
 
English Language has two exams which will be taken in the summer of 2023 (Year 10).   
English Literature has two exams which will be taken in the summer of 2024 (Year 11). 
 

 

 
Career pathways: 
 
GCSE English Language at grade 5 or above will be a minimum requirement for many employers or 
college courses, regardless of whether you intend to study English or not 
 
GCSE English Language prepares you equally well for A-Level English Language or Literature and 
has links with subjects such as Drama, Film & Media Studies, Psychology, Sociology or Philosophy 
 
Traditional career paths include journalism, advertising and the media as well as areas such as 
teaching, proof-reading, and writing 
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GCSE in Mathematics 

 

Awarding Body:  Pearson Edexcel (1 GCSE) 

 

The Course 
 

Students will follow a two year GCSE in Mathematics 
 

The course aims to improve students’ confidence with their mathematical skills, knowledge and 
understanding.  The course provides a strong foundation for further study beyond the GCSE for A-levels, 
vocational courses, apprenticeships and the full range of qualifications available in post 16 education. 
 

Students will develop fluency in using and applying mathematical concepts, applying these concepts to 
problem solving scenarios, reason mathematically and draw conclusions, and be able to communicate 
mathematical information in a range of contexts. 
 

The course content will meet aspects of number, algebra, ratio and proportion, geometry, statistics and 
probability. 
 

There is no controlled assessment/coursework in GCSE Mathematics. 
 

Equipment 
 

All students will need a fully functioning scientific calculator.  We recommend the Casio ‘Classwiz’ FX 
85GT X model.  This model can be used in Years 10 and 11.  Students who already have the FX83 model 
do not need to replace it. 
 

Your son/daughter will be entered for one of the following tiers of the GCSE examination. 
 

Tier Grades 

Foundation 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

Higher 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 
 

Assessment: 
 

Maths has three exams which will be taken in the summer of 2024 (Year 11): 
 

Paper 1  Non calculator Marked out of 80 
 

Paper 2 Calculator Marked out of 80 each 
 

Candidates will be entered for either the foundation or higher tier based on their attainments and rate 
of progress and always following a discussion between teachers, students and parents.   

 
 

Career pathways: 
 

Gaining a Grade 5 at GCSE Maths will provide a foundation for progression onto many other courses 
and future employment. Many colleges and apprenticeships expect a minimum Grade 5 on entry.  With 
a Grade 6 or higher, there is an option of completing an A-level in Mathematics.  There are also other 
level 3 Mathematics courses available 
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GCSE in Science 

 

Awarding Body:  AQA (2 GCSEs Combined Science OR 3 GCSES Separate Science) 

 
 

The Course: 
 

GCSE Science comprises of three subject areas and is taught over three years. The course is made up of 
Biology, Physics and Chemistry.  Students study all three subjects until Year 11 when the appropriate 
assessment route will be decided 
 

Assessment routes:   
 

Combined Science is made up of 6 exams to be taken in the summer of 2024.    
Separate Science is made up of separate Biology, Physics and Chemistry GCSEs.  Each have 2 exams to 
be taken in the summer of 2024. 
 

Biology  

1. Cell biology 

2 Organisation 

3. Infection and response 

4. Bioenergetics 

5. Homeostasis and response 

6. Inheritance, variation and evolution 

7. Ecology 

Chemistry  

8. Atomic structure and the periodic table 

9. Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter 

10. Quantitative chemistry 

11. Chemical changes 

12. Energy changes 

13. The rate and extent of chemical change 

14. Organic chemistry 

15. Chemical analysis 

16. Chemistry of the atmosphere 

17. Using resources 

Physics  

18. Forces 

19. Energy 

20. Waves 

21. Electricity 

22. Magnetism and electromagnetism 

23. Particle model of matter 

24. Atomic structure 

25. Space physics (physics only) 
 

 

Career pathways: 
 

GCSE Science enables you to understand the world, so prepares you for any career. Traditional 
Science careers include: medicine, veterinary science, engineering, research, the armed forces or 
teaching. 
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GCSE in Religious Studies 

 

Awarding Body:  AQA (1 GCSE) 

 

 
The Course: 
 
Students follow the AQA Specification for Religious Studies in Christianity and Islam.  This 
specification offers a variety of relevant and contemporary themes, ensuring the students have a 
diverse choice of intriguing subjects to explore and discuss. 
 
Students will learn how religion, philosophy and ethics form the basis of our culture, and develop 
valuable skills that will help prepare them for further study. 
 
The GCSE covers two of the major world religions (Christianity and Islam), four contemporary ethical 
themes and two textual studies, ensuring the students have a diverse choice of intriguing subjects 
to explore. 
 
Students will be challenged with questions about belief, values, meaning, purpose and truth, 
enabling them to develop their own attitudes towards religious issues. 
 
Students will also gain an appreciation of how religion, philosophy and ethics form the basis of our 
culture. They will develop analytical and critical thinking skills, the ability to work with abstract 
ideas, leadership and research skills.  All these skills will help prepare them for further study. 
 
Assessment: 
 
Students started this course in Year 9. They will complete the course in the summer of 2022 (Year 
10) and will sit 2 exams: 
 
Exam 1 Beliefs, Practices and Teachings of two religions.  Marked out of a total of 96 with 5 extra 

marks for Spelling, Punctuation And Grammar.  Each religion has a common structure of 
two five part questions of 1, 2, 4, 5 and 12 marks 

 
Exam 2 Thematic studies.  Marked out of a total of 96 with 5 extra marks for Spelling, 

Punctuation and Grammar.  Four themes studied.  Each theme has a common structure 
of one five part questions of 1, 2, 4, 5 and 12 marks. 

 

 

 
Career pathways: 
 
As a legal entitlement, this course enriches students’ experience, introduces them to critical issues 
in society and enhances our Church school status.  It is universally acknowledged as a gateway 
qualification and as proof of the ability to engage in reasoned debate.  It therefore supports a great 
many A-Level and other post 16 courses, especially those with significant written content.  This 
course is of direct relevance to those working in many public and uniformed services and in careers 
which feature interpersonal skills highly. 
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GCSE in Art and Design 

 

Awarding Body:  AQA (1 GCSE) 

 

The Course:  
You will enjoy this course if you have an interest in Art and Design in all its marvellous forms. The 
range of materials and scope to develop high quality work is open to you should you choose Art.  
You should be willing to spend time outside the classroom on preparation, research and 
development of your work, but overall have a sense of enjoyment for the subject.  
   
This course gives students the opportunity to experiment with a range of media and techniques 
including drawing, painting, printing, mixed media studies and a selection of 3D media.  An 
important part of the course is the study of the work of other artists and students will use a variety 
of past and contemporary artists as a stimulus for their own work.  Students are expected to keep 
a journal of work in progress and produce a personal portfolio.  
 

Further information is available by the exam body below Assessment:    
 

Component 1: Portfolio of work 60%  
  
Students will produce work from a range of given (in Year 10) and personally selected (in Year 11) 
starting points.  They will generate a range of work inspired by their theme including mood boards, 
drawings, paintings, media studies (2D and 3D), photography and artist research, before designing 
and making their own 2D and 3D responses.  Students will be guided through the processes and 
develop independent skills to navigate their way through to personal and meaningful outcomes. 
  
Component 2: Externally set task 40%  
   
Students have unlimited preparation time in the weeks prior to the examination which will take 
place in the Spring/Summer of 2024.  They are given a time limit of 10 hours for a final examined 
piece, which is completed under supervision in school.  
   
Assessment for components 1 and 2 

All work is assessed by the school and moderated by and AQA moderator 
 

Additional Information  
 

To complete the qualification students will be required to purchase a Student Art pack which will 
provide them with basic materials required, this includes their sketch book.  
If students are in receipt of Pupil Premium funding the Packs will be provided by the school. 
 

 

Career pathways:    
Art and Design GCSE is a requirement if you want to continue with an Art related subject at a higher 
level such as A-level or Degree level.  It is also highly recommended if you are considering numerous 
careers such as: Architect, Careers in Art Galleries/Museums, Art Therapist, Display/ Window 
Designer, Exhibition Designer, Fashion Designer, Fine Artist, Florist, Furniture Designer, Graphic 
Designer, Hairdresser, Illustrator, Interior Designer, Landscape Designer, Make-up Artist, Packaging 
Designer, Painter & Decorator, Photographer, Costume/Set Designer, Art & Design Teacher, Careers 
in Advertising, Model maker, Jewellery maker, Web Designer, Nursery School/ Early Years Teacher, 
Sign Writer, traditional Crafts Worker, Special/Visual Effects Designer, Textile Designer, Cartoonist, 
Cabinet maker, TV/Film Director, Technician, games designer.   
Art is also of intrinsic pleasure to many people and shows that you are a creative person—a skill 

many employers value very highly.    
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GCSE in Business 

 

Awarding Body:  Pearson Edexcel 

 

 
The Course: 
 
GCSE Business is structured into two themes, taking students from how entrepreneurs start 
businesses (Theme 1) through to growing and global businesses (Theme 2). There are two equally 
weighted exam papers, focusing on each specification theme.  

Theme 1 concentrates on the key business concepts, issues and skills involved in starting and 
running a small business. It provides a framework for students to explore core concepts through 
the lens of an entrepreneur setting up a business, the content includes, spotting a gap in the market, 
the importance of enterprise, driving innovation, making the business effective and understanding 
the impact of external influences on success. 

Theme 2 examines how a business develops beyond the start-up phase. It focuses on the key 
business concepts, issues and decisions used to grow a business, with an emphasis on aspects of 
marketing, operations, finance and human resources. It also considers the impact of the wider 
world on the decisions a business makes as it grows.  

What is the structure of the course? 
 
The Business course will run across two years with assessment in Year 11 
 
How will it be assessed? 
 
GCSE Business has two exams which assess each theme, these will be take in the summer of 2024 
(Year 11).   
 

 

 
Career pathways: 
 
GCSE Business prepares you equally as well for A-Level Business or a vocational qualification BTEC 
Business and it also has links with subjects such as Economics, Geography, Law, Sociology and 
Esports. 
 
It is course that provides a natural pathway to employment and apprenticeship, with career 
pathways in finance, marketing, human resources, law, hospitality, leadership, it also is an excellent 
entry to Higher Education, with over 60% of all undergraduate degree courses having a business 
thread. 
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GCSE in Computer Science 

 

Awarding Body:  OCR (1 GCSE) 

 
 

The Course: 
 

GCSE Computer Science is engaging and practical, encouraging creativity and problem solving.  It 
encourages students to develop their understanding and application of the core concepts in 
computer science.  Students also analyse problems in computational terms and devise creative 
solutions by designing, writing, testing and evaluating programmes.  
 
Students will: 

 Learn to think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically; 

 Understand the components that make up digital systems, and how they communicate with 
one another and with other systems; 

 Understand the impacts of digital technology to the individual and to wider society; 

 Apply mathematical skills relevant to Computer Science. 
 
What will you study on this course? 
 
Component 01:  Computer systems 
Introduces students to the central processing unit (CPU), computer memory and storage, data 
representation, wired and wireless networks, network topologies, system security and system 
software.  It also looks at ethical, legal, cultural and environmental concerns associated with 
computer science.   
 
Component 02:  Computational thinking, algorithms and programming 
Students apply knowledge and understanding gained in component 01.  They develop skills and 
understanding in computational thinking:  algorithms, programming techniques, producing robust 
programs, computational logic and translators. 
 
Practical programmes 
Students are given the opportunity to undertake programming tasks during their course of study, 
which allows them to develop their skills to design, write, test and refine programs using a high-
level programming language.  Programming skills are assessed in written examinations, in particular 
component 02 (section B) 
 
How is it examined? 
 
Computer systems (01) 
 
80 marks 1 hour 30 mins 50%  Calculators not allowed 
 
Computational thinking, algorithms and programming (02) 
80 marks 1 hour 30 mins 50%  Calculators not allowed 
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Dance (GCSE or BTEC) 

 

Awarding Body:  AQA (1 GCSE) or Pearson Edexcel (1 BTEC) 

 

 
The Course: 
 
Dance is a powerful and expressive subject which encourages students to develop their creative, 
physical, emotional and intellectual capacity, whatever their previous experience in the subject. 
 
The skills gained during our chosen courses are relevant to all subject areas, future employment 
and for progress to many Post-16 courses.  These courses will help any student interested in pursuit 
further studies in the Arts or performance bases industries.   
 
Please note that Wyvern St Edmund’s offers two Dance qualifications.  Both are of equal value and 
are of similar difficulty and complexity.  Both are recognised and valued by post-16 providers.  If a 
student wishes to study Dance in Year 10 and 11 they will, after discussion with their teacher, be 
placed in either a GCSE Dance class or a BTEC Performing Arts class. 
 
GCSE Dance: 
 
Students will develop skills, knowledge and understanding of dance as a performer, choreographer 
and critic.  They will apply and adapt skills in performance and choreography.  They will create 
dances for a range of purposes and in response to different stimuli, developing their ability to 
analyse, evaluate and appreciate dance.   
 
What is the structure of the course and how will it be assessed? 
The GCSE Dance course is 60% practical and 40% theory.  It is split into two components.   
 
Component 1:  Practical exam worth 60% (30% performance and 30% choreography) 
Component 2:  Theory exam worth 450% (written paper taken in summer 2024) 
 
Performing Arts BTEC: 
 
Students will develop an understanding of the different aspects in dance by observing, developing 
and understanding a range of dance genres.  They will create repertoire from a range of professional 
Performing Arts Works, as well as understand the different roles and responsibilities. 
 
What is the structure of the course and how will it be assessed? 
 
The BTEC Level 2 course is a vocational route to support dance training and understanding.  The 
course is split into three components, which are all explored through practical tasks and controlled 
assessment.   
 
Component 1: Exploring the Performing Arts 30% 
Component 2: Developing Skills & Technique 30% 
Component 3: Performing to a Brief 40-% 
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GCSE in Design & Technology 

 

Awarding Body:  AQA GCSE (8552) 

 
 

Who should choose this course?   
 

Design Technology is a creative subject that is focused on the investigation, design and 
development of products to solve real-world problems.  
 

Students choosing Design Technology should be inquisitive, self-motivated and have a passion for 
finding out how things work.  
  
The ability to think creatively is highly valued in today’s job market and this course can directly lead 
into career opportunities.  It can pave the way into a design course at college, a BA degree or a 
more scientific BSc degree.    
  

What will you study on this course?  
 

The course is wide reaching and covers a diverse range of topics including:   
 

 New & Emerging Technologies 

 Energy, Systems & Devices 

 Materials & their Working Properties 

 Designing & Making Principles 

  

What is the structure of the course?  
 

The GCSE is comprised of a 2hr examination (50%) and a Non-Examined Assessment [NEA] (50%) 
both of which take place during Year 11. The NEA is an extended coursework project based upon a 
design context provided by the exam board. During the NEA, students will be required to 
investigate, design, develop & test an outcome that meets their original design brief.  
 

During Year 10 students will undertake a series of design and manufacturing tasks in preparation 
for the NEA and final examination. This will also include the application of mathematic & scientific 
fundamentals that are built in to the GCSE qualification.  
 

How will I be assessed?  
 

Written Exam - 50%      
Non-Exam Assessment - 50%.  (Portfolio of work including design and make tasks) 
 

 
 

Career pathways: 
 

Career options in the design world are incredibly wide and varied including pathways in 
Design, Engineering, Fashion, Visual Communications, Manufacturing, Advertising and 
marketing, Architecture, Film, TV, video, radio and photography. 
 

Further information about the GCSE can be found on the AQA website: 

www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/gcse/design-and-technology-8552  
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Level 1/2 Vocational Award in DT, Hospitality & Catering  

 

Awarding Body:  WJEC (1 GCSE Equivalent) 

 

This qualification is designed for students who have an interest in the Hospitality & Catering 
industry, and is focused upon providing knowledge and experience to help students enter this 
sector when they leave education. This includes; 
  

 Knowledge and understanding of the hospitality and catering industry  

 Ability to plan, prepare and cook dishes  

 Practical skills useful in the catering industry  
  

What will you study on this course?  

This course will teach you how to:  

 Use tools and equipment safely and accurately  

 Understand factors which affect food choice  

 Understand the nutritional functions of food  

 Understand the function of ingredients in recipes  

 Explore balanced diets and specific needs   

 Develop dishes for specific briefs 
  

What is the structure of the course?  

Year 10: You will cook a wide range of dishes using a variety of commodities and cooking techniques 
focusing on presentation.  Develop knowledge of the Hospitality & Catering industry including 
relevant legislation, customer needs and the workings of the front and back of house, and the 
‘kitchen brigade’. 
  

Year 11: Students select from briefs set by the examination board and then research, develop and 
plan their own menu to meet the needs of the client and situation they have chosen. Students will 
then prepare for the final examination through a mixture of theory and practical lessons.  
  

How will it be assessed?  
  

Unit 1:  The Hospitality and Catering Industry.  This is taught as mixture of theory and practical 
sessions with students cooking most weeks.  It is assessed through an external written exam.  
  

Unit 2:  Hospitality and Catering in Action.  This is taught throughout the course in the form of 
smaller assessments to prepare students for their final coursework element.  It is assessed through 
internal moderation in Year 11.  
  
  

Additional Information  

To complete the qualification students will be cooking weekly, therefore students must be prepared 
to supply ingredients each week to enable them to complete the practical exercises.  
If students are in receipt of Pupil Premium funding the ingredients will be provided by the school. 
 
 

Career pathways:  Careers linked to food are many and varied.   

Hospitality and Catering: Catering or Restaurant Manager, Chef.  

Health and Well-being: Dietitian, Environmental Health Officer, Health Promotion Specialist,   
Nutritionist, Personal Trainer.  
Food Development and Production: Consumer Scientist, Food Laboratory Technician, Food       
Processing Worker, Food Scientist, Food Technologist 
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GCSE in Drama 

 

Awarding Body:  AQA (1 GCSE) 

 

The Course: 
 

GCSE Drama students need to enjoy performing and taking part in the creative process, so being 
a team-player is a must. GCSE Drama is a good option for people considering a career in 
performing arts, the media or in arts administration. However, it is also valuable in developing 
presentational skills, communication, group management and creative problem solving.  
 

What will you study on this course? 
 

Drama students develop their skills through creating, performing and evaluating live 
performance. You will learn the skills required to create an effective devised performance as well 
as learning how to perform effectively from a published script. You can also choose to study 
technical theatre e.g. lighting or sound as an alternative to acting in your practical units. 
 

You will develop your analysis of drama and will need to be able to evaluate performances in great 
detail, showing an understanding of how drama is constructed and the impact it has on an 
audience. As part of your training you will also attend several live theatre performances which 
you will assess as part of your written exam at the end of Year 11.  
 

What is the structure of the course? 
 

The course is assessed in three parts: a devised performance, a scripted performance and a 
written exam. In year 10 and 11, students complete devised performances with written portfolios, 
the highest grade will be selected from these. There will also be a performance of scripted drama 
in each year but with only the year 11 performance being assessed by an examiner. Students also 
study a set play text ‘Noughts & Crosses’ through practical workshops, which is assessed in the 
written exam 
 

As well as practical lessons there are fortnightly ‘desk lessons’ in which students will complete 
their written portfolios and develop their evaluative skills for the written exam. 
 

How will it be assessed? 
 

The weighting of the units is as follows: 
 

 Devised Unit and an accompanying written portfolio (40%), assessed in school 
 Scripted Performance (20%) assessed by a visiting examiner 

 Written exam (90mins) questions on a scene from a set text, and a review of a live 
performance seen during the course (40%) 
 

For more information visit the AQA GCSE Drama Website. 
 

 

Career pathways: 
 

GCSE Drama could lead on to further study in Drama, Theatre Studies, Performing Arts and 
Expressive Arts at A-level and above, or other related subjects such as English, Music, Dance, Art 
and Design.  Career opportunities for students who study Drama at a higher level include: the 
media, theatre, television, radio, the film industry, arts administration, drama therapy, and 
education. 
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GCSE in French 

 

Awarding Body:  AQA (1 GCSE) 

 

The course: You will enjoy this course if you want to study a subject that offers a range of skills and 

a variety of activities with topics that include media, entertainment and youth culture, education, 

training and employment, and social activities, fitness and health. It will appeal to all types of 

students including those interested in travel, culture and people from different countries, as well 

as those who always have something to say!  
  

You have developed important language skills and knowledge at Key Stage 3 (Years 7-9) based 
around the skills of Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing. The GCSE course will build on this and 
introduce you to a wider range of language structures and vocabulary. You will learn to recognise 
these and to apply your new knowledge to different contexts. Website: www.aqa.org.uk   
  

Themes and topic areas  
  

1. Identity and culture  

 Self, family and friends  

 Technology in everyday life  

 Free-time activities  

 Customs and festivals in French-speaking countries  
  

2. Local, national, international and global areas of interest  

 Home, town, neighbourhood and region  

 Social issues  

 Global issues  

 Travel and tourism  
  

3. Current and future study and employment  

 My studies  

 Life at school/college  

 Education post-16  

 Jobs, career choices and ambitions 
  

 

 

Career pathways: With greater emphasis on EBacc subjects, languages are growing in popularity 
once again.  Studying a language encourages you to express yourself, your likes, dislikes, ideas and 
opinions and develops self-confidence. Learning another language can enhance your employment 
and mobility prospects whether you want a career in business, engineering, fashion or world class 
football!  GCSE Languages offers a progression route to further study of Languages at A-level or as 
an option within Vocational A levels, BTEC First or National awards. A GCSE Language confirms your 
ability to learn a foreign language and facilitates the learning of other languages. Employers are 
always asking for candidates with language skills and a GCSE in a modern foreign language will place 
you in a strong position for interesting employment with plenty of career opportunities. Examples 
of employment where language skills are particularly valued include journalism and media, law, 
engineering, business and marketing, ICT, sport and leisure, travel and tourism, customer service, 
civil service (Immigration, Customs and Excise, Diplomatic Service) and teaching (UK and abroad).  
Many university degree courses often still require students to have studied a language at GCSE. 

  

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/type/gcse/languages/french/index.html
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/type/gcse/languages/french/index.html
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GCSE Geography 

 

Awarding Body:  WJEC Eduqas (1 GCSE) 

 

The Course:   

Are you interested in how the natural and human worlds work?  Are you interested in gaining a 

qualification which will open doors?  By studying Geography GCSE you will be able to show future 

colleges/universities and employers that you are an independent creative thinker. This GCSE 

syllabus has been deliberately chosen with Wyvern St Edmund’s students in mind as it encourages 

questioning and fieldwork enquiry, as well as applying geographical skills, knowledge and 

understanding to the real world. You will be given the opportunity to represent geographical data 

using a range of cartographical and graphical techniques and therefore it fits in very well with 

science and maths GCSEs.   
  

Course content:  

The content of the specification is organised into three broad themes:   

Theme 1: Changing Places - Changing Economies (Urbanisation in contrasting global cities; Urban 
and rural processes and change in the UK; Global perspective on development issues)  
Theme 2: Changing Environments (Coasts and coastal management; Rivers and river 
management; Weather and climate; Climate change - cause and effect)  
Theme 3: Environmental Challenges (How ecosystems function; Ecosystems under threat; Water 

resources and management; Desertification)  
  

Assessment:  

Component 1: Investigating Geographical Issues  Written Exam: 1 hour 45 minutes (40%)  Three 
structured data response questions base on the three themes. The final part of each question will 
require an extended response.   
  

Component 2: Problem Solving Geography    Written Exam: 1 hour 30 minutes (30%)   

This component will assess content from across the themes using a variety of structured data 
response questions.  Part A will introduce an issue and set the geographical context.  Part B will 
outline a number of possible solutions to the issue.  Part C will provide an opportunity for you to 
choose a solution and justify your choice in an extended response.   
  

Component 3: Applied Fieldwork Enquiry    Written Exam: 1 hour 30 minutes (30%)   

A written examination in three parts using a variety of structured data response questions some of 
which will require extended responses. Part A will assess approaches to fieldwork methodology, 
representation and analysis. Part B will assess how fieldwork enquiry may be used to investigate 
geography's conceptual frameworks. Part C will assess the application of broad geographical 
concepts to a wider UK context and assess the ability to make and justify a decision 

 

 

Career pathways:   

Upon successful completion of Geography GCSE you can choose to study geography at A level and 
ultimately follow a university degree course. This is an entry point to many careers.  For example: 
town and transport planning, chartered surveying, land and water management, sustainability, 
environmental consultancy, development, tourism, conservation, demography, housing and social 
welfare.  Geography graduates are not limited to specific fields, however, and many work in 
industries as diverse as the financial sector, marketing, research, industry and manufacturing 
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GCSE History 

 

Awarding Body:  Edexcel (1 GCSE) 

 

The Course: 

Edexcel History   

History continues to be one of the most respected qualifications available at GCSE. Not only does it 
develop your knowledge of past events but it will also teach you skills of analysis, argument, 
evaluation and judgement.  You will learn how to express yourself clearly and how to write 
effectively, alongside analysing sources and people’s interpretations.  

Assessment:  

Paper 1: Thematic study and historic environment—1 hour 15 minutes. 30% of the qualification.  

Medicine in Britain, c1250–present and The British sector of the Western Front, 1914–18: 

injuries, treatment and the trenches.   

This paper covers the nature and process of change from the medieval period to modern day. 
Explore what medieval people did to treat illness and disease, the importance of the government 
in improving public health, and key discoveries such as the smallpox vaccination and penicillin. This 
paper also covers a case study of medicine and surgery on the Western Front, which looks closely 
at trench conditions and the progression of treatments and surgical techniques during the First 
World War. The Western Front section is source based.  

Paper 2: Period study and British depth study—1 hour 45 minutes. 40% of the qualification.  

Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941–91, and Early Elizabethan England, 1558-88.  

The first part of the paper focuses on the post-war conflicts between East and West. Explore how 
relations broke down between the Allies before the War was won, and the lasting impact this had. 
Understand the crises that gripped the world in Cuba, Berlin and Afghanistan, and examine how the 
nuclear arms race was brought to an end. 

The second part of the paper focuses on the early reign of Elizabeth I. Discover the threats that 
Elizabeth faced, both within and outside her country; the significance of exploration, the measures 
she took to deal with the poor, and the important role that religion played.  

Paper 3: Modern depth study—1 hour 20 minutes. 30% of the qualification.  

Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-39.  

This paper looks at the impact of World War One on Germany followed by the rise of Hitler and his 
views, beliefs and the policies that created his dictatorship.  Sources and interpretations will be 
analysed in this paper. 
 

 

Career pathways: 

History trains enquiring minds and teaches you how to construct effective and clearly expressed 
arguments and essays.  GCSE History supports any A Level that involves writing and analysis.   

Employers value GCSE History due to the skills that are developed throughout the course. There are 

many careers open to historians, such as, business, law, journalism, the armed forces, teaching and 

many more.   
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GCSE Music 

 

Awarding Body:  AQA (1 GCSE) 

 

The Course:   
  

This course is open to anyone who enjoys performing and creating their own music. It is a 
challenging new course and students would benefit from already playing an instrument or having 
singing lessons, however this is not essential as time is built into the course to develop these skills.   
  
What will you study on this course?  
  

You will have the opportunity to improve your individual performing skills as well as develop your 
ability to perform with others. You will learn compositional techniques, with the option of using 
technology, to allow you to compose in a variety of different styles. You will be introduced to a wide 
variety of music and learn to listen with a critical ear as well as analyse set works.   
  

What is the structure of the course?  
  

There are 3 components in this course: 
  

Component 1 – Understanding Music  

 Listening (Year 10 and 11)  

 Contextual understanding (Year 10 and 11)  
  

Component 2 – Performing Music  

 Solo performance (Recorded in Year 11)  

 Ensemble performance (Recorded in Year 11)  
  

Component 3 – Composing Music  

 Composition 1 - Composing to a brief (Year 10)  

 Composition 2 - Free composition (Year 11)  
 

How will it be assessed?  
  

Component 1 is assessed at the end of the course with a written exam lasting 90 minutes. Both 
component 2 and 3 are internally assessed and then sent to the exam board for moderation. All 
performances are recorded in front of the teacher only 

 

 

Career pathways: 

GCSE Music is a good preparation for further musical study and an essential foundation for AS/A2 
Music or Music Technology and later BA Hons Music/Music Technology degrees. Other career 
pathways include: the Vocational Performing Arts A level, BTEC National Diplomas –Music, 
Popular Music. This GCSE lays a suitable foundation for careers in the music industry, publishing, 
entertainment, teaching or any job which involves communication and expressive skills 
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Level 1/2 BTEC Award in Music Practice 

 

Awarding Body:  Pearson Edexcel 

 

The Course 
 
This course gives you an opportunity to explore music in a practical setting and to develop 
understanding of the techniques used to compose and perform a variety of musical styles. You will 
take part in workshops, performances and theory based tasks to develop a portfolio which 
demonstrates your understanding and technical skills.  
 
As a creative subject with a focus on music practice, there is no written exam. All components, 
including the externally assessed component, are assessed through engaging, open, and flexible set 
tasks. This is designed to give you as much freedom as possible, allowing you to work to your 
strengths and interests, whilst focusing on an area of music that most excites and appeals to you. 
 
This course would suit students who enjoy exploring a wide variety of musical styles whilst 
developing a holistic approach to musical understanding. This course is designed for 
instrumentalists, singers or students with a developing understanding of music technology.  
 
This course is divided into 3 components: 
 
Component 1:  Exploring Music Products and Styles  
Learners will explore the techniques used in the creation of different musical products and 
investigate the key features of different musical styles.  
 
This is assessed internally. 
 
Component 2: Music Skills Development  
Learners will have the opportunity to develop two musical disciplines through engagement in 
practical tasks, while documenting their progress and planning for further improvement. 
 
This is assessed internally. 
 
Component 3: Responding to a Music Brief  
Learners will be given the opportunity to develop and present music in response to a given music 
brief. 
 
This is assessed externally. 
 
Upon successful completion of this level 2 course, you will have achieved the entry requirements 
for post-16 music courses.   
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GCSE in Physical Education  

 

Awarding Body:  AQA (1 GCSE) 

 

The course:  

  

GCSE PE includes an element of theory, practical and analysis of performance.   
The UK is sports mad! Sport and fitness is a huge industry worth a mega £4.3 billion. 1 in every 8 
people in the UK are members of a gym and you can be part of it. If you’re keen on sport you can 
make a healthy living from your passion. Whether that’s working for a football club, as a personal 
trainer at the local gym, as an analyst or training to be a physiotherapist, there are lots of 
opportunities. From professional sport through to amateur teams and individuals who just want to 
get in shape; sport and fitness is a fast-growing business. Best of all, you could be in a career doing 
something that you love.  

What will you study on this course?  

You will study a wide range of topics, these are listed below:  

 Applied anatomy and physiology  

 Movement analysis  

 Physical training  

 Use of data  

 Sports psychology  

 Socio-cultural influences   

 Health, fitness and well-being   

  

What is the structure of the course?  

The course is broken into different areas and these are stated above. Students will have 5 lessons 
a fortnight, three theory and two practical lessons.   

  

How will it be assessed?  

You will be assessed in two different ways, exam and non-exam assessment. The exam assessment 
involves two papers, which focus on different elements.   

Paper 1 is the human body in physical activity and sport.   

Paper 2 is socio-cultural and well-being in physical activity and sport. Each paper is worth 78 marks 
and together they are worth 60% of your overall GCSE.   

The non-exam assessment is practical performance. You will be assessed in three different 
physical activities as a player/performer (one in a team activity, one in an individual activity and a 
third in either a team or in an individual activity). Finally you will be assessed in your ability to 
analyse and evaluate performance to bring about improvement in one activity. This is worth 100 
marks and 40% of the GCSE 
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PE – Cambridge Nationals Level 1/2 Certificate in Sport Studies  

 

Awarding Body:  OCR (1 GCSE equivalent CNat Certificate) 

 

The course:  

The Cambridge National Certificate in Sport Studies enables students to develop and apply 

knowledge of sports related activities, with a particular focus on officiating.  They explore 

contemporary issues in sport, different ways of being involved in the sports industry, and the impact 

of sport on wider society.  

  

This course is ideally suited to those who enjoy practical and theoretical learning.  This qualification 

can lead to the entry requirements for colleges or 6th forms and a Level 2 is equivalent to one GCSE.  

The Certificate can lead to either Level 1 or Level 2 dependent on the final grade.  

  

This course is designed for students who have an interest in and wish to develop the practical skills, 

and learn the theory that can prepare them for further study and employment within this sector.  

The Certificate is divided into 3 units:  

 R184 Contemporary issues in sport (one written exam) 

 R185 Performance and leadership in sport activities (practically and coursework assessed ) 

 R187 Increasing awareness of outdoor and adventurous activities (practically and 

coursework assessed) 

  

Each of these 3 units contribute towards the final grade.  

  

Unit R185 and R187 will consist of written and practical elements. in particularly the leadership unit 

will consist of the planning, organising and implementing of a primary school festival.   

  

Of these 3 units, two are mandatory and one of these consists of a one hour written exam.  All 

students cover the same syllabus and final grades will be awarded based on the grades for the 

3 units.  

  

Level 1 (Pass / Merit / Distinction)  

Level 2 (Pass / Merit / Distinction / Distinction*) 
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GCSE Spanish  

 

Awarding Body:  AQA (1 GCSE) 

 

The course: You will enjoy this course if you want to study a subject that offers a range of skills 

and a variety of activities with topics that include media, entertainment and youth culture, 

education, training and employment, and social activities, fitness and health. It will appeal to all 

types of students including those interested in travel, culture and people from different countries, 

as well as those who always have something to say!  
  

You have developed important language skills and knowledge at Key Stage 3 (Years 7-9) based 

around the skills of Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing. The GCSE course will build on this and 

introduce you to a wider range of language structures and vocabulary. You will learn to recognise 

these and to apply your new knowledge to different contexts. Website: www.aqa.org.uk   
  

Themes and topic areas  
  

1. Identity and culture  

 Self, family and friends  

 Technology in everyday life  

 Free-time activities  

 Customs and festivals in Spanish-speaking countries  
  

2. Local, national, international and global areas of interest  

 Home, town, neighbourhood and region  

 Social issues  

 Global issues  

 Travel and tourism  
  

3. Current and future study and employment  

 My studies  

 Life at school/college  

 Education post-16  

 Jobs, career choices and ambitions   
 

 

Career pathways: With greater emphasis on EBacc subjects, languages are growing in popularity 
once again.  Studying a language encourages you to express yourself, your likes, dislikes, ideas and 
opinions and develops self-confidence. Learning another language can enhance your employment 
and mobility prospects whether you want a career in business, engineering, fashion or world class 
football!  GCSE Languages offers a progression route to further study of Languages at A-level or as 
an option within Vocational A levels, BTEC First or National awards.   A GCSE Language confirms 
your ability to learn a foreign language and facilitates the learning of other languages. Employers 
are always asking for candidates with language skills and a GCSE in a modern foreign language will 
place you in a strong position for interesting employment with plenty of career opportunities. 
Examples of employment where language skills are particularly valued include: journalism and 
media, law, engineering, business and marketing, ICT, sport and leisure, travel and tourism, 
customer service, civil service (Immigration, Customs and Excise, Diplomatic Service) and teaching 
(UK and abroad). 

  

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/type/gcse/languages/french/index.html
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/type/gcse/languages/french/index.html
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BTEC in Travel and Tourism  

 

Awarding Body:  AQA (1 GCSE) 

 

The course:  

 

You will enjoy this course if you want to study a subject that offers a range of skills and a variety 

of activities with topics that include media, entertainment and youth culture, education, training 

and employment, and social activities, fitness and health. It will appeal to all types of students 

including those interested in travel, culture and people from different countries, as well as those 

who always have something to say!  
  

You have developed important language skills and knowledge at Key Stage 3 (Years 7-9) based 

around the skills of Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing. The GCSE course will build on this and 

introduce you to a wider range of language structures and vocabulary. You will learn to recognise 

these and to apply your new knowledge to different contexts. Website: www.aqa.org.uk   
  

Themes and topic areas  
  

1. Identity and culture  

 Self, family and friends  

 Technology in everyday life  

 Free-time activities  

 Customs and festivals in Spanish-speaking countries  
  

2.  Local, national, international and global areas of interest  

 Home, town, neighbourhood and region  

 Social issues  

 Global issues  

 Travel and tourism  
  

3.  Current and future study and employment  

 My studies  

 Life at school/college  

 Education post-16  

 Jobs, career choices and ambitions   
 

 

Career pathways: 

The sector-specific skills and knowledge will provide a sound basis for progression to further study 
of this sector at level 3 through a vocational qualification such as a BTEC National in Travel and 
Tourism, or an apprenticeship in either travel and tourism or hospitality. Many jobs in the travel 
and tourism industry include: cabin crew, holiday rep, entertainer, tour manager, tourist 
information manager, travel agency manager, outdoor activities co-ordinator, hotel manager. 
  

 

  

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/type/gcse/languages/french/index.html
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/type/gcse/languages/french/index.html
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/tour-manager
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/tour-manager
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Contact Email 

General enquiries office@wyvernsteds.org 
 

Mr N Martin — Assistant Headteacher nmartin@wyvernsteds.org 
 

Mrs S Hayakawa — Head of Year 9 shayakawa@wyvernsteds.org 
 

Mrs L Allwright — English Language and Literature lallwright@wyvernsteds.org 
 

Mrs V Brooks — Mathematics vbrooks@wyvernsteds.org 
 

Mr P Cutts — Science pcutts@wyvernsteds.org 
 

Mrs J Vaughan— Religious Studies jvaughan@wyvernsteds.org 
 

Miss A Saunders — Art and Design 
asaunders@wyvernsteds.org 

 

Mr S Price – Business Studies 
sprice@s6c.mlp.college 

 

Mr A Core — Computer Science 
acore@wyvernsteds.org 

 

Miss E Lockwood — Dance  
elockwood@wyvernsteds.org 

 

Mr J Vincent — Design & Technology and Catering 
jvincent@wyvernsteds.org 

 

Mr W Gregson — Drama 
wgregson@wyvernsteds.org 

 

Miss S Hunter — French and Spanish 
shunter@wyvernsteds.org 

 

Mrs R Millward — Geography 
rmillward@wyvernsteds.org 

 

Mrs J Harris — History 
jharris@wyvernsteds.org 

 

Mrs E Ritchie — Music 
eritchie@wyvernsteds.org 

 

Miss H Adkins — Physical Education 
hadkins@wyvernsteds.org 

 

Mrs E Noble — Travel & Tourism 
enoble@wyvernsteds.org 

 

 

  

mailto:office@wyvernsteds.org
mailto:nmartin@wyvernsteds.org
mailto:shayakawa@wyvernsteds.org
mailto:lallwright@wyvernsteds.org
mailto:vbrooks@wyvernsteds.org
mailto:pcutts@wyvernsteds.org
mailto:jvaughan@wyvernsteds.org
mailto:asaunders@wyvernsteds.org
mailto:sprice@s6c.mlp.college
mailto:acore@wyvernsteds.org
mailto:elockwood@wyvernsteds.org
mailto:jvincent@wyvernsteds.org
mailto:wgregson@wyvernsteds.org
mailto:shunter@wyvernsteds.org
mailto:rmillward@wyvernsteds.org
mailto:jharris@wyvernsteds.org
mailto:eritchie@wyvernsteds.org
mailto:hadkins@wyvernsteds.org
mailto:enoble@wyvernsteds.org
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Please scan the QR code or click the link on the following page to make your choices using 
our online form. 
 

If you cannot access the online form please complete the paper form below and return to 
Student Reception by Friday 4th March 2022. 

 
Student Name: ________________________________ Tutor Group: ____________ 
 

Instructions:   

Choose ONE subject in Block A by placing a tick  in the adjacent box 

Choose THREE subjects in Blocks B, C and D in order of preference by placing a tick  in 
the adjacent box.  

BLOCK A 

Subjects Please make one choice in this block 

Computer Science  

French   

Geography   

History  

Spanish  

  

BLOCKS B, C and D 

Subjects 

Please make one choice in each block. Choices cannot 
be the same. 

BLOCK B BLOCK C BLOCK D 

Art     

Business Studies    

Computer Science     

Dance     

Design & Technology     

Hospitality & Catering     

Drama     

French     

Geography     

History     

Music     

PE     

Spanish     

Travel & Tourism      
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Please scan the QR code or click here 

to access the online choices form: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=lbynOh41PU61GrIRNRWI0XtwukTW5flLhoRIHez470NUQk5PM0dOTTJFMzBOTlBEU0dEOFBCNVhDSS4u

