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WHAT ARE WE TALKING ABOUT THIS WEEK?

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Gratitude  



Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been an absolute pleasure to talk to prospective parents, carers and
students this week at Wednesday’s ‘Meet the Head’ evening. We have been
staggered (as we were last year) by the high demand for tours and places here at
WSE. At such moments, it is an opportunity to take stock and celebrate the truly
great work that is going on here. We really are a great school and I am incredibly
proud to serve and lead it.

Just last week we had a visit from our Diocesan School Improvement Advisor who
‘loved the school’. She commented on our wonderful school ethos as well as the
continued progress we are making: ‘the school has a wonderful feel, and this is
the result of everyone working in the same direction and understanding the
importance and worth of each individual as well as collectively as a school’. Such
validation is incredibly pleasing to hear and would not be possible without such a
strong, positive and supportive community of parents and carers working
together with staff. 

Thank you for continuing to support us on our journey.

With best wishes and God bless,

Mr B E Burley 
Head of School

Head of School Message
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Student News
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Congratulations to five of our wonderful year 10 and 11 students who have
achieved their Bronze Arts Award certificate from Trinity College, London.
This prestigious course was undertaken last year, whereby all five students
embraced learning, researching, participating and leading new skills within
the arts. 

We are really proud of them!

Congratulations to Poppy B, Scarlett B, Caitlin G , Alice E B and Jessica R.



Additional cleaning of classroom spaces, on top of our existing and
enhanced routines.
A reminder that wearing a face covering at school is optional, so students
can wear a mask if they wish.
Assemblies for Year 7 have been cancelled until after Half Term.
All students attending a sporting fixture or a school trip, and they are
travelling via coach/mini-bus should wear a face mask whilst travelling. 
 Therefore, please do ensure that students bring a face mask with
them.

We are continuing to monitor the number of COVID-19 cases that we
currently have in school, along with our local Public Health team.

You will have seen some additional communication from us regarding
COVID-19 this week.  When we returned in September, at WSE we chose not
to remove many of the restrictions that we had in place (even though the
government advised that they could be removed). This is proving to work
well in order to reduce transmission.  

We have, however, taken the extra step of putting even more additional
measures in place:

Our full Risk Assessment is available on our website.

Students are encouraged to continue regular testing at home, at least twice a
week and more frequently if possible.

COVID-19 
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https://www.wyvernsteds.org/323/covid-19-information


The consent link that was issued (via WSE) but on behalf of the Immunisation Team is
only open for the specified period of time.  Therefore if you tried to provide consent
after the closing date (30th September) this will have not been recorded.
Please ensure you select the correct school for your child.  As we are legally still
two schools, this should be St Edmund's Girls school for all girls and Wyvern
College for all boys.

Flu Vaccination (Mrs Ure/Mrs J Smith)

The first flu vaccination clinic was held at school on Thursday 7th October. 

The vaccination clinic and associated consent process is run entirely by Virgin Care
Immunisation Team, not WSE.  Therefore, we are not able to answer individual queries
regarding consent as this information is managed entirely by the Immunisation Team.

We have received a number of queries regarding a further opportunity for students to
receive the flu vaccine at school.  We can confirm that The Virgin Care Immunisation Team
will return to hold another vaccination session for any students that did not receive the
vaccine on the 7th October.

We understand that some parents experienced problems regarding the provision of their
consent.  We would therefore advise of the following:

Once we have been advised of the next date for the Flu vaccine, another consent link will
be sent out to all parents.

For any students that were absent on the 7th October, and consent was previously
provided, there is no need to provide parental consent again.  Your preferences will be
recorded and your child will be able to receive the vaccine on the second immunisation
date.

Any queries, including about consent, should be directed to the Virgin Care Immunisation
Team:

Tel: 0300 247 0082 (lines open 9:00 until 16:30) 
Email: vcl.immunisations@nhs.net 

COVID-19 Vaccinations (Mrs Ure/Mrs J Smith) 
The Virgin Care Immunisation Team have advised that the date for the COVID-19 vaccine
has currently been postponed.  Once we are aware of the the date, all parents will be
advised.

mailto:vcl.immunisations@nhs.net




What parents need to know about Tinder

Since its launch in 2012, the mobile dating app Tinder has
recorded more than 340 million downloads globally. More
than half of those users fall into the 18–25 age bracket …
and a study by moderndatingmyths.com revealed that 95%
of couples who match on Tinder meet in the real world
within a week of making initial contact.
 
So Tinder is quick, it’s convenient and it's hugely popular
with young people (especially young men, who outnumber
women on the app by more than three to one). Even
though Tinder takes users’ safety seriously, the inherent
risks it poses are clear. This week’s #WakeUpWednesday
guide has everything that parents and carers of older teens
need to know about Tinder.

More than 1.6 billion swipes are registered on Tinder every
24 hours. A typical Tinder user, meanwhile, logs in an
average of 11 times each day, with a daily spend of around
90 minutes on the app. There’s no denying Tinder’s
incredible – if you’ll excuse the pun – pulling power. Any
dating app, however, comes with an element of jeopardy,
and Tinder is no exception.

Quite aside from the potential perils that could arise from
meeting up with someone they’ve only briefly spoken to
online, young people enticed by the thrill of Tinder could
find themselves at risk from users with fake profiles, from
inappropriate or offensive messages and from damage to
their self-esteem. Our #WakeUpWednesday guide has
some helpful safety tips and advice.

You can download the guide shown here at this link:

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/hub/view/guide/tinder

Safeguarding - Online Safety 
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We are pleased to inform you we are
now members of National Online
Safety and working towards
becoming a Certified School,
 underpinning our commitment to
the safety and wellbeing of our
students. Our membership provides
access to a whole range of resources
as well as the frees ones they provide
such as the guide above. We will be
sharing these with you on a regular
basis over the course of the year.

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/hub/view/guide/tinder


What effectively formatted notes look like;  
Effective strategies for learning and revising those notes;  
How the top students move beyond note-taking when preparing for exams. 

We are pleased that Wyvern St Edmund's parents and carers have exclusive access to
Elevate Education’s Parent Webinar Series this year. Elevate works with our students,
delivering high impact workshops on study skills, motivation, wellbeing, and exam
preparation. By tuning into their webinar series you will learn how to better support your
children at home through reinforcing the skills they learn at school.  The second free
webinar in the series will be hosted next week. 

 
Independent Learning: How to Turn Your Child into an Independent Learner 

 
12th October @ 6:00pm 

  
Register for free here 

 
In Independent Learning, Elevate will show you:  

 
"I just want to say I used your techniques in my daughter's last year of her A-Level. She went
from A, B, C in the first year to A*, A*, A in her final exams this year at her school. We focused on
tasks and feedback and improving her marks. Grew in confidence and very proud of her
achievement. At uni now. Thank you."  

"Very insightful and helpful. Thank you so much."  

"Fantastic ideas and great presentation, Thank you very much."  

The webinar will be live online from 6pm – 7pm where the presenter will share Elevate’s
key research and skills, and will conduct a live Q&A so you can ask them questions directly. 

 
 

GENEROSITY RESPECT ASPIRATION COURAGE EMPATHY

Careers - Mrs Bellamy

https://go.elevateeducation.com/e/891981/-schools-uk-0Recipient-Company/3dbbh/135910569/Wyvern+St+Edmund%27s+College?h=8eQcV2rhO4xfZZ5L4Z_cbHzC8pfeTPNFx7n_dHLo8I0
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 Personal Development Day, Monday 18th
October 2021 – Mrs Bellamy

Our first Personal Development Day (PDD) of the year will take place on Monday 18th
October. Further PDDs will include a variety of curriculum trips and school-based
activities and details of these will be shared with you in due course. 

As a church school, we work closely with Salisbury Diocese. Our first PDD of the year has
been planned to incorporate activities linked to their large scale project ‘#1Life1Voice
Stop Modern Slavery’, in the hope that this will open up discussion on the range of
slavery issues that exist across our diocese and will help local community projects to
begin. The primary focus for schools is County Lines. 

Escapeline are offering free training for Y7 – Y11 students on Monday 18th October –
Anti-Slavery day.  If you wish to learn more about this issue and how it is affecting our
community, please refer to the parent guide here.

In addition to the live Anti-Slavery day training and follow-up activities, each year group will
also participate in different activities as shown below: 

*The aim of the Tyre Challenge is to develop in students a number of key skills relating to careers and
enterprise. The day will involve students setting up their own social enterprise which will help to try and
solve a problem in one part of the world, whilst also helping to support and find a solution for those in

another. This Enterprise day has clear links to Business, Citizenship. Maths, Geography, English & PSHE. 

https://stedmund.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/lettershome/EL-Parent-Guide-2021.pdf?t=1633703614


Sponsored Walk  
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We were so proud of the efforts of our
students last week completing the
sponsored walk. We want to support our
school charities by ensuring we raise as
much money as we can, every penny
raised will be passed on to the charities.

Our partner school in Zanzibar

Sponsored walk monies raised can be
sent into school in the form of cash or a
cheque made payable to Magna
Learning Partnership. Students can hand
the sponsorship forms and proceeds to
their form tutors.

Our school charities this year are: 
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October is Black History Month!

Each week we will be bringing you some information about influential
black people in history whom you may not have heard of before. 

Carter G. Woodson was an African American writer and
historian known as the 'Father of Black History’. As the son
of former slaves, Carter recognised the importance of
education from a young age. He studied History and
earned a PhD at the prestigious Harvard University. Carter
came to realise that History was dominated by white
voices, he said African-American contributions were
"overlooked, ignored, and even suppressed by the writers
of history textbooks and the teachers who use them”. He
set out to change this. In 1926 he launched Negro History
Week. His aim was to highlight the importance and value
of the history of black people. Woodson's concept was
later expanded into Black History Month. His legacy now
spreads across many countries who celebrate Black
History Month in order to continue his important work.
This is raising awareness and appreciation of Black
History, and encouraging more people to study and
champion it. 

If you would like to find out more about Carter G. Woodson, here are some useful
websites to begin with. You can also talk to your History teacher!

 
 https://naacp.org/find-resources/history-explained/civil-rights-leaders/carter-g-

woodson
https://time.com/5513378/black-history-month-founder-inventor/

 

https://naacp.org/find-resources/history-explained/civil-rights-leaders/carter-g-woodson
https://time.com/5513378/black-history-month-founder-inventor/


Black History Month

Claudia Jones was a feminist and equal rights campaigner. Claudia was born in
Trinidad and grew up in the United States. She moved to the UK in 1955 and fought
hard against racial inequalities in housing and in the workplace. She also fought for
the rights of women, saying ‘no peace can be obtained if any women, especially those
who are oppressed and impoverished, are left out of the conversation’. In 1958,
Claudia set up the West Indian Gazette. This was an anti-racist newspaper
campaigning for social equality, it was Britain’s first commercial black newspaper.
Claudia hoped it would unite black Britons and champion their identity, as well as
calling out racism. In 1958 race riots broke out in Notting Hill, London. In response,
Claudia helped to found Notting Hill Carnival, with the hopes that showcasing
Caribbean culture and heritage would empower her community. Today, Carnival is
the biggest street festival in Europe, and author Fiona Compton has called it ‘the
representation of the freedom of movement that we didn’t have before’.

If you would like to find out
more about Claudia Jones,

here are some useful websites
to begin with. 

 
You can also talk to your

History teacher!
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https://www.bl.uk/windrush/articles/claudia-jones-rebel-heart
 

https://www.vogue.co.uk/arts-and-lifestyle/article/claudia-jones-
notting-hill-carnival

 

https://www.vogue.co.uk/arts-and-lifestyle/article/claudia-jones-notting-hill-carnival
https://www.vogue.co.uk/arts-and-lifestyle/article/claudia-jones-notting-hill-carnival
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https://www.youngminds.org.uk/

This Sunday is World
Mental Health Day
2021.

All this week we have
been talking about
how we can do one
thing to support
positive mental
wellbeing.

This Sunday what one
thing can you do to
support your mental
wellbeing and that of
the young people in
your family?

World Mental Health Day 2021

https://www.youngminds.org.uk/


E-Scooter Safety 
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Meet the Headteacher - Dance Performance

On Wednesday 6th October 8BMA performed a street dance routine for the
“Meet the Head” evening. They worked with Miss Lockwood in 2 hours to
create a performance. They were all fantastic and worked incredibly hard.

Well done to all 8BMA. 

We would like to remind parents that electric scooters are not
currently legal for use on roads, cycle paths or pavements in the

UK.
 

Further information is available here.
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/powered-transporters/information-sheet-guidance-on-powered-transporters


Uniform

Did you know.....?

That there is a second hand uniform
Facebook group which has been set up by

some of our parents.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2949016
24779765/?ref=share_group_link

We would like to thank those parents that have taken the time to organise this
group. Not only are initiatives like this of benefit to students and parents but also

helps to support our environment and green school commitment.
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/294901624779765/?ref=share_group_link
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Our Prayer for the Week


