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'WE HAVE FORGOTTEN HOW TO BE GOOD GUESTS, HOW TO
WALK LIGHTLY ON THE EARTH AS ITS OTHER CREATURES DO.'

 BARBARA WARD

GENEROSITY RESPECT ASPIRATION COURAGE EMPATHY

WHAT ARE WE TALKING ABOUT THIS WEEK?

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Will climate change affect our rights?



Dear Parents and Carers, 

It feels like we’re really getting into the swing of things having completed our first full
week of the academic year. During my visits to classrooms this week, I have been
really impressed with how hard students are working and how engaged they are
with their learning. It has been lovely to see students chatting and playing during
social times, they have clearly enjoyed seeing their friends again! Staff have
commented that it was quite emotional seeing whole year groups together again in
worship this week. Nearly all worship last year took place in tutor groups via Loom,
so for many in lower school it was their first formal worship in the school hall. It was
very moving to see our year group communities united during worship again. 

Some parents and carers will have received a phone call from their child’s tutor this
week. Tutors have been asked to call every child’s parent/carer during term 1 to
check how each young person is settling into the new school year. I hope that this
early contact enables you to form or develop a strong partnership to support your
son or daughter. The tutor is always your main point of contact if you have any
concerns. Please do not hesitate to contact them via email or telephone if you are
worried about something and need assistance.

This week your child may have noticed a new addition to our staff – Rev. Pete
Atkinson, who is providing chaplaincy support for students and staff every Tuesday.
He is ably support by Sophie Burditt from The Bridge who is our lay chaplain on a
Wednesday and Thursday. Support from our chaplaincy is in addition to our
excellent pastoral support team here at WSE. Strong pastoral support is always a
top priority for our school.

I hope your child has enjoyed their first full week and has discussed some of the
positive learning experiences with you. 

I hope you have a pleasant weekend.

God bless, 

Mr B E Burley 
Head of School

Head of School Message
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COVID-19  Testing 

Asymptomatic testing resumes in the autumn term for all secondary school staff
and students.  Up to one third of people who have coronavirus are
asymptomatic. By testing we will help to reduce the spread in school settings
through asymptomatic transmission. 
We were required to offer students two LFD tests on-site at school, and this has
now been completed. We were ever so impressed with our new Year 7 students
who took this completely in their stride! 
All students have now been issued with further home testing kits. Year 7 will have
received theirs on either Thursday or Friday, so please do check their bags. All
students are encouraged to continue twice weekly testing at home. 

Close Contact Tracing 

NHS Test and Trace now manage the contact tracing process for any positive
cases. In the event of a positive case, NHS Test and Trace will work with the
positive case and/or their parents to identify close contacts. This is likely to be
a small number of individuals who would be most at risk of contracting COVID-
19 due to the nature of the close contact. As parents or carers, you may be
contacted to help with identifying close contacts.
 
Individuals are not required to self-isolate (unless advised by NHS Test and
Trace) if they live in the same household as someone with COVID-19, or are a
close contact of someone with COVID-19, and any of the following apply: 

·they are fully vaccinated 
·they are below the age of 18 years and 6 months 
·they have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine
trial 
·they are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons 
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COVID-19 continued
Instead, NHS Test and Trace will inform affected individuals, children or their
parents or carers that they have been in close contact with a positive case and
advise them to take a PCR test. We would encourage all individuals to take a PCR
test if advised to do so. 
Whilst waiting for the PCR test result, staff who do not need to isolate and
children and young people aged under 18 years 6 months who have been
identified as a close contact should continue to attend school as normal. 

What if my child develops symptoms or has a positive LFD home test? 

If your child develops symptoms at any time (including a high temperature; a new,
continuous cough; or a loss or change to their sense of smell or taste), or has a
positive result on their home LFD test, they must immediately self-isolate and book
a test by calling 119 or visiting https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test. 

If your child tests positive with a LFD test, they may return to school if a subsequent
confirmatory negative PCR result is received within 2 days. If the confirmatory
PCR result is positive your child will be required to self-isolate. 
If your child needs to isolate for either of these reasons, please let us know by
emailing covid@wyvernsteds.org. 

We also need to be notified of the PCR result when it is available, so we can
ensure your child’s absence is recorded correctly. Please use the
covid@wyvernsteds.org email address to advise us of PCR results. This will enable
us to send work packs home to students that are isolating but not unwell. 
We will support our staff and pupils throughout, but please contact us if you have
any questions. 

Should I still take part in home testing if I have recently tested positive for COVID-
19? 

If a child has tested positive on a PCR in the last 90 days they should not
participate in the testing programme, as there is a risk it could display a false
positive result. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
mailto:covid@wyvernsteds.org
mailto:covid@wyvernsteds.org


 

 
Enrichment Programme 

 
We were pleased to be able to launch our autumn enrichment offer this
week. It is fantastic to see so many students have already signed up for
after-school activities! The full enrichment programme will run from
Monday 13th September, with the exceptions of cookery which will
begin from 20th September and the homework, film and games clubs
which are available all year (and have therefore already started).  

Club allocations will be finalised on Monday 13th September and letters
will be issued to students by Tuesday 14th September. Most of our
sporting clubs no longer have limited spaces now that the requirement
to work in bubbles has been removed, therefore for Monday and
Tuesday next week, please attend the enrichment club you have
selected, paper registers will be taken on these days. Table tennis and
Sew What have limited numbers and in the event that we are
oversubscribed during these two days (prior to enrichment allocations
being completed by us), we will adapt and discuss alternatives with
students to ensure everyone is able to participate in an activity they will
enjoy. 

If your child is partaking in a sport enrichment, then they should wear PE
kit for that day. 
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Our Prayer for the Week


