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WHAT ARE WE TALKING ABOUT THIS WEEK?

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

World Mental Health Day 2021



Dear Parents and Carers,

After a pensive few days checking the weather this week, we took the decision yesterday to
go ahead with the annual 8 mile sponsored walk – expecting a few rain showers throughout
the day today. We shouldn’t have worried – the weather was absolutely perfect for walking
today and there was not a spot of rain!

The students have been absolutely magnificent today. Not only did they behave brilliantly,
but they also had a great time enjoying the opportunity to walk and talk with their friends.
Clearly the family walks during lockdown have paid dividends as we reached Pitton in the
fastest time ever!

I was so proud to see everyone striding out across the Clarendon Estate. Today was about
togetherness, community and serving others through charitable fundraising. It was a special
day that will be remembered for some time. 

Thank you for supporting with the fundraising and apologies if you run out of hot water later
this evening as your child takes a well-deserved hot bath! 

I would like to publically thank Mrs Wells and Miss Webb who completed the lion-share of the
planning with support from Mrs Smith. I also want to thank part-time staff, invigilators and
the Rotary Club who gave up their free time to support the students – we couldn’t have done
it without you.

I really hope your son or daughter enjoyed today and I hope you have a peaceful evening and
weekend.

God bless, 

Mr B E Burley 
Head of School

Head of School Message
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We are delighted to have appointed the new Head Students and Deputy Head Students to
lead the student body. They will be working with the team of prefects to develop leadership
across the school, support the student body and ensure their views are heard.

Our Sports Prefect Team have already been busy leading assemblies this week to launch 
 their programme of lunchtime activities. Our Pastoral Prefect Team are beginning to
organise before school, after school and lunchtime activties and support for students. The
House Captains will be setting up the student voice programme and leading on charitable
events. Finally our Ethos and Community Team are planning whole school intiatives that
include developing practical strategies on improving our environment.

We are so proud and privileged to have students with such talent, passion and a commitment
to serve others.

You will be hearing from the Head Students soon about their ideas and passions.
Head Students: Riley H, Livvy H and Poppy B
Deputy Head Students: Erin C, Madeline L and Emma H.
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Head Students

From Left; Riley H, Madeline L, Erin C, Emma H, Poppy B and Livvy H



We are currently experiencing a steady number of COVID-19 cases
throughout the school.  As per recent Government changes there is no
longer a requirement for schools to carry out contact tracing. 

We do though still carefully monitor and track the number of cases
within the school. 

We are required to submit information daily to the DfE and local Public
Health team.

Should the number of cases rise above a pre-defined threshold then a full
Risk Assessment is carried out with Public Health. 

The Public Health team have been very happy with all the precautions we
have been taking. The reason that we have not had to instigate many extra
measures so far is because we were very cautious in terms of taking these
measures away in the first place when we returned in September. 

We will continue to risk assess, along with Public Health, and if/when any
further action is required this will be acted upon instantly and parents will be
informed.

Students are encouraged to continue regular testing at home, at least twice a
week and more frequently if possible.

COVID-19 



What parents need to know about Pokémon GO
 
How often do you see someone not paying attention
to where they’re walking because they’re engrossed
in their phone? Those distractions might just last for
a matter of seconds – but Pokémon GO is a game
which actually relies on players focusing on their
screen for long periods while they’re out and about –
with all the glaring physical hazards that entails.

Pokémon GO was released in July 2016, and had
amassed more than 100 million downloads by the
end of that month. The following year, an academic
study by an American university reported that
people playing Pokémon GO in areas near traffic had
been a named factor in 31 injuries and two fatalities
in the US alone.
 
That’s not to say that the game itself is dangerous –
just that eager young Pokémon trainers may
regularly need reminding about the importance of
staying aware of their surroundings. That’s just one
of the safety tips in our #WakeUpWednesday guide
to Pokémon GO, which also touches on the visibility
of young players’ locations and possibility of contact
from strangers.

You can download the guide shown here at this link:

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/hub/view/guide/wh
at-parents-need-to-know-about-pokemon-go

Safeguarding - Online Safety 
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We are pleased to inform you we are
now members of National Online
Safety and working towards
becoming a Certified School,
 underpinning our commitment to
the safety and wellbeing of our
students. Our membership provides
access to a whole range of resources
as well as the frees ones they provide
such as the guide above. We will be
sharing these with you on a regular
basis over the course of the year.

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/hub/view/guide/what-parents-need-to-know-about-pokemon-go


Wyvern St Edmund’s will be joining thousands of schools, offices and
communities on Friday, 8 October by taking part in #HelloYellow and
raising awareness of promoting good mental health habits.  Dig out
your neon socks, custard scarf and banana hat - let's show young
people they're not alone with their mental health! Students will be
expected to be in their correct uniform but with a yellow addition if
they wish to participate.

We all struggle with how we're feeling sometimes and it's normal to
have ups and downs.

This year might have felt a little more down than up. But it's the little
things that have got us through it - the morning walks, singing in the
shower, the perfect cuppa, that Netflix show that got us all buzzing,
the bestie who makes you LOL, the teacher who has your back.

Saying #HelloYellow this World Mental Health Day is a little thing we
can do to make a BIG difference to young people's mental health.

Because a little yellow goes a long way.

We continue this term's theme
of Living Well Together with a
focus on World Mental Health
Day next week. Mrs Noble,
Head of PSHE, will be leading
Worship and tutor activties on
this and below is a message
from her about how we all can
join in with #HelloYellow next
Friday.
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Flu Vaccination (Mrs Ure/Mrs J Smith)

The date for the flu vaccination clinic is the 7th October 2021 for Year 7
- Year 11, consent has already been issued
 
Flu vaccination is one of the most effective interventions we have to
reduce pressure on the health and social care system, which is going to
be more important than ever this year. For this reason, it is essential we
deliver the vaccine to as many children as possible to protect them and
prevent the spread of infection to those most at risk in society. 

Any queries should be directed to the Virgin Care Immunisation Team:

Tel: 0300 247 0082 (lines open 9:00 until 16:30) 
Email: vcl.immunisations@nhs.net 

mailto:vcl.immunisations@nhs.net




COVID-19 Vaccinations (Mrs Ure/Mrs J Smith) 
Please note that the consent link for the COVID-19 vaccination will be
issued on Monday 4th October.  The link will only be open for 48 hours
for parents to provide consent for their child to have the COVID-19
vaccination.  Therefore, please do complete this as soon as you receive
it.

The below communication from the Virgin Care Immunisation Team was previously emailed to all
parents:

COVID-19 vaccination for children aged 12 to 15 years of age 
 
I am writing to inform you that we will imminently be offering COVID-19 vaccinations in school.
COVID-19 vaccinations will only be administered to children where a positive consent has been
completed by parents/ guardians. If there is any discrepancy between child and parental view a
call will be made to parents away from the immunisation sessions to discuss and catch-up
vaccinations can be arranged where required.
 
This vaccination will be free of charge and our highest priority is making it easy for children to
access one dose of the vaccine before the winter. 
 
The main purpose of the COVID-19 school age vaccination programme is to provide protection to
the children who receive the vaccine and may help to reduce transmission of COVID-19 in the
wider population. 
 
We are only able to obtain consent for the covid vaccine programme a few days prior to the
session taking place. Therefore, please look out for the link to complete the e consent via school
and complete as soon as this is received to ensure your child does not miss out on the vaccine at
school should you wish them to have this. The consent link will only be open for 48 hours for your
school. 
 
To inform your consent and decisions about the vaccine prior to receiving the consent please see
information on the children's covid vaccination via this link: 
 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/fi
le/1019020/PHE_12073_COVID-19_parents_leaflet.pdf
 
The programme is open to all young people in school years 7-11 who are 12 years or older on the
date of vaccination. The offer is currently only available in schools and not other venues. The
vaccine is being co-administered alongside the nasal flu vaccine in school (for Wyvern St
Edmund's this is the 7th October), the consent for the flu vaccination has been distributed via
separate communication from school so please also complete the flu consent if you wish your
child to receive both vaccines. Please note the Covid vaccine is not a live vaccine and there is
therefore no risk to other children or unvaccinated children from this taking place in school. 
 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/1IxlCGZzNiAVxlpFKki-z?domain=assets.publishing.service.gov.uk
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The universal 12–15-year-olds vaccination is currently a 1 dose vaccine schedule, should this
change or should your child be identified as clinically extremely vulnerable or identified as living
with an immuno-compromised household member, contact will be made to obtain consent for
subsequent vaccine doses where required. 

Further information on the COVID-19 vaccination programme is available here: 

www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/coronavirus-vaccine.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-resources-for-children-and-
young-people 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/igqqCKOzli4jgwvH3_Z9w?domain=nhs.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-resources-for-children-and-young-people
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Our Prayer for the Week


