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1. Purpose 
This handbook seeks to: 

• explain the vision and philosophy of the tutor curriculum in supporting the holistic 

development of our students.  

• emphasise the value we place on this part of school day and on the role of the tutor. 

2. WSE Vision 
‘We help our students to become the best version of themselves in order to serve others.’ 

At WSE, our vision for our students is that they will aspire to be the best version of themselves. They 

achieve this through academic excellence and making a positive contribution as well rounded, 

responsible citizens. 

Our vision is rooted in Christian beliefs and values whereby we expect our students to use their 

developing gifts, talents and character to serve others in the local community and beyond. 

‘Each one of you has a special gift from God.  Use it to serve others well.’ 1 Peter 4:10 

This verse is the Christian foundation of our vision, through God’s love we are gifted the capacity to 

serve others and continually aim to be the best version of ourselves that we can be. 

As a Church of England academy, we embrace the Church of England vision for young people, a vision 

of ‘human flourishing for all’, of a life lived in all its fullness (John 10:10).   

Our vision is enacted by way of every member of staff, whatever their role, working to safeguard the 

wellbeing of our students and to maximise their progress and potential. Of equal importance for us is 

their personal and spiritual growth, self-discipline and the self-discovery of their passions and God-

given talents. Every member of our academy is treated with dignity and respect and is shown care and 

consideration. 

3. Spirituality Statement 
WSE is a community that promotes spiritual development. Spirituality looks outwards to reflect on the 

natural world, the environment and human capacities and achievement. It looks inwards to reflect on 

beliefs, values, feelings, hopes, dreams, ideals and aspirations. This reflection shapes the way we think, 

and feel about creation, ourselves, and other people, and how we respond. 

The promise by Jesus of ‘life in all its fullness’ lies at the heart of Christian Spirituality and results in 

human flourishing. Christian Spirituality reflects the teachings of the Bible and involves the whole life 

of a person responding to God’s love. As a Church academy, we are committed to giving students 

opportunities to explore and reflect on religious faith and particularly the Christian faith. 

Our Christian values of generosity, respect, aspiration, courage and empathy are lived out every day 

and are at the heart of all decisions we make as an academy. They provide a universal language about 

how we look inwards, outwards and respond.  
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4. Our School Values  
We are committed to being a community which promotes the spiritual formation of students that 

enables their flourishing. Our tutor curriculum is structured and planned to support the academic 

curriculum in achieving this and to promote our school values of GRACE: 
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5.1 Purpose of Tutor Time at WSE. 
As a Church of England Academy, we use tutor time to provide the opportunity for daily reflection. 

We believe that tutor time plays an important role in preparing students to make the most of the day 

ahead of them.  During tutor time, we focus on building positive relationships between students and 

staff, promoting positive values and attitudes, and providing pastoral care. We also use it as an 

opportunity to check in with each student and discuss any issues or concerns they may have. We 

believe that by working together, we can create a safe and supportive learning environment for all 

our students. 

Therefore, tutor time and the role of the tutor is given a high priority at WSE. Tutor time is used to 

strengthen our vision and values that underpin our school culture. The aim is to inspire, encourage 

and motivate our students to be the best version of themselves in all they do. They do this by learning 

how to live well through service to others in making a positive contribution to our school community.  

The tutor will encourage an environment of mutual respect as well as showing personal attention to 

every individual as often as possible. The tutor is a vital link between student, school and 

parents/carers. 

Our philosophy at WSE is that by giving priority to creativity, personal development skills such as 

independence; the ability to fail well; and to develop the necessary resilience, students will make 

academic progress and be successful.  

5.2 Change to the school day. 
From Term 4 in 2023 we altered the timings of the school and moved the extended tutor time from 

the previous afternoon slot to the start of the day. We have made this change, based on student 

feedback, to support students in being fully prepared for the day ahead of them. Tutor time has always 

been a valued time of day at WSE when we come together for Collective Worship and Year group 

assemblies and participate in range of activities and discussions to support the spiritual, moral, social 

and cultural development of students as well as supporting the academic curriculum in the 

development of critical thinking and confidence in expressing their opinions on a range of topical 

issues. Moving this time to the start of the day means these important messages and student 

reflections on them can be taken into the day ahead with them.  

5.3 Tutor Time Structure  
Each school day starts with a dedicated 30-minute tutor session led by tutors. This means students 

have daily contact with their tutor who support them with any concerns or issues and is the first point 

of contact between school and home. Students follow a planned tutorial curriculum of activities which 

will relate to current debates and topics, mark national and international events for example, 

Remembrance Day and Holocaust Memorial Day and celebrate key Christian festivals through our 

Collective Worship. 

The typical tutor session is made up of three parts: 

1. Preparing for learning: pastoral and wellbeing checks, uniform and equipment checks. 

2. Preparing for life: Tutor curriculum activity 

3. Preparing for the day: Sending: prayer and silent reflection before the first lesson of the day. 

More details on each of these is shared below. 
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5.4 Preparing for learning. 
We expect our students to meet our high standards in being prepared for the school day and their 

learning. This enables them to make the most of the opportunities provided with in our academic and 

enrichment curricular. Students are expected to take personal responsibility for being prepared. 

Parents and carers are expected to support their child in meeting the expectations so our focus can 

be on their learning, social and personal development and on rewarding their success and 

contributions.  By attending to the small details, we create a culture in which all can thrive and be 

successful, in removing the need to challenge students about uniform, punctuality and equipment we 

can focus on the positive support they need to feel confident, happy and feel they are flourishing at 

WSE. 

Therefore, being prepared is twofold, firstly being organised for the day, on time, in correct uniform, 

with the equipment for the day which includes having a school bag and a pencil case. Secondly, having 

a positive mindset to approach their learning with a ‘can do’ attitude and to go through the day with 

an attitude of kindness, respect and compassion for others in the school community. 

To help students remember the expectations we use UBER: 
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5.5  Preparing for Life: The Tutorial Curriculum. 
The second part of tutor time is the delivery of the tutor curriculum. This is planned across the year 

and individualised for each year group.  

The curriculum includes weekly Collective Worship (which is planned annually) for each year group 

and fortnightly Head of Year Assemblies. The curriculum supports the social, moral, spiritual and 

cultural development of students. It supports aspects of the PSHE, Citizenship and RSE curricular and 

supports understanding of the British Values and Prevent Strategies. 

Spiritual formation is a particular focus of this time. We know that paying attention to this fosters 

creativity and helps to build a healthy imagination. It also encourages students to be more reflective 

and self-aware in their own learning. This can make academic learning more engaging as students 

become aware of the joy of learning beyond passing exams. It  informs how they can live well, be 

changemakers, be prepared for life in modern Britain and serve others through becoming the best 

version of themselves. 

At WSE we use the ‘windows, mirrors, doors’* model  (see pg. 9) to help us frame and explore 

spirituality in its broadest sense for a life lived in all its fullness: 

*Student capacity for spirituality: 

• Be guided by their beliefs and values and be willing to take a stand to defend them. 

• Love themselves, care for themselves, believe in their potential to achieve and find inner 

strength and resilience when facing challenges. 

• Demonstrate curiosity and open mindedness when exploring life’s big questions. 

• Exercise imagination and creativity, appreciate beauty in the world and be alive to experiences 

of awe and wonder. 

• Be willing to take risks and to reflect, learn and grow following experiences of failure as well 

as success. 

• Appreciate and be thankful for what is good in their lives and show generosity towards others. 

• Be comfortable with stillness and silence and be open to engage in 

reflection/meditation/prayer. 

• Appreciate and be thankful for what is good in their lives and show generosity towards others. 

(*Taken from Spiritual Development Interpretations of spiritual development in the classroom) 

https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2019-11/2019%20Spiritual%20Development%20-%20Interpretations%20of%20spiritual%20developments%20in%20the%20classroom.pdf
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Using the ‘windows, mirrors, doors’  model the tutor curriculum includes activities that seek to: 

underpin our school’s vision and values. 

raise aspirations, develop empathy and 

deepen spirituality. 

develop oracy and thinking skills through 

meaningful debate.  

promote positive, healthy relationships. 

provide opportunities to speak out and be 

heard. 

look beyond into the wider world. 

help students take personal responsibility 

for their wellbeing and decisions. 

provide effective and impartial careers 

information, education, advice and 

guidance. 

promote equality and justice. 

prevent and tackle discrimination and 

bullying. 

raise cultural awareness. 

prepare students positively for life in 

modern Britain. 

help students to keep themselves healthy 

and safe both mentally and physically. 

To deliver these aims in supporting the wider curriculum the WSE Tutor curriculum is focussed on five 

key areas; Collective Worship/Assemblies; Personal Development; Wider World; Speak Out and 

Breathing Space. The topic and activity will change and be responsive to current affairs and issues 

affecting our young people and the wider world. 

Collective Worship 

As a Church of England school,  Collective Worship reflects the traditions of the Church of England and 

develops learners' understanding of Anglican traditions and practice. In line with the Church Vision for 

Education, our approach to Collective Worship at WSE is intended to be ‘Inclusive, invitational and 

inspiring’. 

Once a week each year group gathers for Collective Worship in our main hall. Collective Worship is 

the heartbeat of the school and an expression of our Christian vision and our core values of GRACE.  

At WSE our aim is to provide students with an experience is that is both meaningful and relevant to 

their lives. We do this by creating an environment in which staff and students can reflect on their own 

beliefs and those of others.  

Collective Worship at WSE provides the opportunity: 

• Foster a sense of community within the school.  

• Be still and reflect. 

• Deepen spiritual awareness. 

• Support spiritual formation. 

• To promote respect, tolerance and understanding of different faiths and beliefs.  

• Explore the big questions of life and respond to national events. 

• Affirm Christian values and attitudes. 

• Reflect on the character of God and on the teachings of Christ. 

• Celebrate special times in the Christian calendar. 

 

 

 

https://www.churchofengland.org/about/education-and-schools/vision-education
https://www.churchofengland.org/about/education-and-schools/vision-education
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2021-05/Collective%20Worship%20Guidance%2018052021.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2021-05/Collective%20Worship%20Guidance%2018052021.pdf
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Personal Development  

Ensuring that our students have the opportunity to learn and grow in a safe and supportive 

environment is essential for their personal development. 

Personal Development activities aim to: 

• Support the pastoral care of each student. 

• Promote good habits around attendance, organisation and study. 

• Promote taking personal responsibility, independence and resilience. 

• Support wellbeing and self-care. 

• Support personal and spiritual reflection. 

• Support the development of healthy relationships. 

• Celebrate rewards and share success. 

• Support setting of personal goals and the delivery of careers guidance and advice. 

This is delivered primarily through bespoke activities created in school and personalised to the context 

of each year group where necessary. 

Speak Out  

Taking part in Speak Out activities  is an important way to learn how to express opinions and ideas in 

a safe and supportive environment. Speak Out activities help build confidence, develop public 

speaking skills, and increase knowledge and understanding of complex issues. 

Speak Out activities aim to: 

• Empower your voice to make a difference. 

• Provide opportunities for developing critical thinking and oracy skills. 

• Support the development of empathy for different points of view. 

• Allow for the formation of own views based on information. 

• Develop good citizenship and understanding of rights and responsibilities. 

• Foster natural curiosity and spiritual development. 

• Support PSHE, RSE, Prevent, SMSC, Citizenship and British Values education. 

This is delivered primarily delivered through VotesforSchools 

Wider World  

Students  are encouraged to engage with stories about wider world activities to broaden their 

knowledge and understanding of the world around them. These stories can provide an opportunity to 

explore different cultures, customs, beliefs, and values and help students develop empathy and 

compassion for people of different backgrounds. Reading and discussing stories about wider world 

activities can also help students become more aware of global issues and the importance of taking 

action to create positive change. 

Wider World activities aim to: 

• Promote the important of good literacy (and news literacy). 

• Provide opportunities to look beyond ourselves and our lives. 

• Provide opportunities for developing critical thinking and oracy skills.  

• Provide opportunities to discuss and understand current affairs. 

• Support the development of empathy for different points of view. 

https://voice.votesforschools.com/
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• Foster natural curiosity and spiritual development. 

• Support PSHE, RSE, Prevent, SMSC, Citizenship and British Values education. 

 

This is delivered primarily delivered through The Day (an online newspaper for young people) 

Breathing Space  

Breathing Space is a way for students to engage in activities that help them 

to relax and recharge. It is important to recognise that taking time out of 

your day to practice self-care is just as important as studying and can help 

to create a healthier and more balanced lifestyle. 

Breathing Space activities aim to:  

• Provide opportunities for spiritual formation. 

• Give space to pastoral care. 

• Support healthy relationships and living well together. 

5.6 Preparing for the day: Sending 
Whether students are in worship or an assembly or have just taken part in a tutor activity, the session 

will end with an invitation to join in prayer or in quiet reflection to provide a daily ‘breathing space’ 

moment before they leave for the first lesson of the school day. It is acknowledged that within our 

community there are staff and students of all faith and of none. The prayer will always be invitational 

and should be seen as an opportunity for a moment of calm, silence and reflection. 

Below is our school prayer which maybe used. We also have a weekly prayer linked to the theme of 

worship for that week. 

 

 

 
 

 

https://theday.co.uk/logged-in/
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5.7 WSE School Prayer 
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6.1 VOTESFORSCHOOLS 
What is VotesforSchools? 
 
VotesforSchools is a platform we subscribe to that is a fully resourced personal development tool that 
allows our young people to have their voice heard. Over 1330 schools subscribe to VotesforSchools 
meaning that our students can compare their vote to that of students across the country. VotesforSchools 
then share their opinions with those who need to hear them, such as the MET Police, charities, MPs and 
celebrities. Results sometimes even make it into the national press. 
 

 
 

We receive the new vote topic for the following week on a Thursday afternoon meaning the vote debate 
is relevant and topical. Schools can propose topics for debate. 
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6.2 THE DAY 
 

What is The Day? 
 
The Day is a UK-registered limited company run by a team of around 20 editors, writers, designers and 
managers who work together to create benefits for people and for the planet by meeting the company’s 
education goals and commercial targets. It was founded in 2011 by the British journalist Richard Addis who 
now jointly runs the business with publisher and educationalist Julian Turner.  
 
The Day is an online daily newspaper for young people. We publish analysis of breaking news that provides 
balance and context for debates that explore the deeper currents shaping our world. All resources are 
created by our own team of journalists to help schools teach critical thinking, real-world knowledge and 
civic engagement. They are available in five different reading levels for children between the ages of 5 and 
18. 
 

 
 
https://theday.co.uk/in-brief/ 
 
At WSE we use these resources in our tutor curriculum mainly as part of our Wider World session to 
encourage discussion and debate about what is happening in the world to develop balanced opinions and 
critical thinking. 

 
 

 

 

 

https://theday.co.uk/in-brief/

